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PREFACE 


The title explains the theme of the 
volume. ‘The first two chapters are prefatory 
to the last one, which fully and faithfully 
embraces the complete record of our hero. 
To appreciate the carcer of the great chief, 
Ameer Chakar Rind, and the part he played 
in Baluch annals, we must give a preliminary 
glance at the c tion of Baluchistan, the 
Baluch people, their character, and the history 
of their migration to the land which they 
occupy now. We notice many grave discre- 
pancies with regard to the life story of Chakar 
as descended to us by oral traditions and 
ballads, and the author feels his duty to clear 
out these, lest future writers, might not, 
unwittingly, help to perpetuate those erroneous, 
theories and stories. Figures and facts are 
an insult to the Baluch imagination, hence 
dearth of historical works, blue books, statis- 
tics or census, disturbed the author so much 
that single lines in the book have sometimes 
cost him hours of work and investigation. J 


the field of antiquity saat cn, tne 


reliable information which forms the material 
ofthe book. Very few events are detived 
from legendary history which is filled with 
enthusiasm for its past glories, though different 
as fact and fiction, while from the present 


point of view very instructive. 


For the subject of the last chapter, we 
have to depend more or less on traditions, 
which contain some facts, and in the absence 
of other information, it is impossible to 
disregard completely the legends and_ ballads 
which have ever been an integral part of the 
historical and cultural heritage of the Baluchis 
and serious attempt has been made to deal 
with them by the ascertained light of histori- 
cal information that is available. However, 
an ounce of fact is worth a hundred weight 
of theory, specially, when theory is supported 
from narrators, notoriously reckless. The 
author claims not to have treated the subject 
altogether on conventional lines, but has made 
special efforts to dig in the unexploited mines 
of traditional information represented to us by 
the ballads, and endeavoured with care and 
perspicuity to make the general lines of the 
story familiar to the students of history. 


It is a sad instance that Baluchistan and 
the Baluch people have received, so far, less 


attention from the genius of eminent scholars 
deyoted to oriental studies. Few British 
statesmen and travellers during the nineteenth 
century, essayed on a small scale to write 
the history of the land and the race, but they 
toiled in darkness, and their works are 
marked with exaggerated and conflicting 
accounts, and, morcover, regarding many 
important facts, they have preferred the 
security of unashamed ignorance. If Baluch- 
istan had no other claim to respect and 
admiration, at least a homeland of a race 
that founded the world’s first great civilization 
is a distinction, which, perhaps, none of the 
countries can claim. 


Cuaerer I 
Babylon to Baluchistan 


In the days when scimiters and iron 
tipped arrows were sharp, the steed fast, 
chivalry the code of life, the Baluch fierce, and 
the Baluch fame and name sprawled across. 
vast reaches of Middle East, from prince to 
prince and place to place. In the dawn of 
recorded history, man entered anew era of 
existence, and the momentous advance of 
mankind concentrated in afew great river 

his feeble 
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the territory stretching from Meso. 
‘along the African coast t0 the 
western end of the Mediterranean, the Kal. 
dian branch were the master-race responsible 
for many great achievements in history. The 
jntellectual powers of the Kaldian people 
have, in ancient ages, equalled the highest 
standard of human faculties, They tamed 


nature to a highest degree, agriculture and 
throve, an illustrious art flourished, 


occupying 
potamia 


commerce 
splendid temples and gigantic monuments 


were constructed, developed and raised 
culture to civilization, displayed momentous 
events in history of mankind, and made the 
Tigris-Euphrates river valley as the cradle 
of civilization. After two thousand years of 
advance, when the fate of the Kaldian line 
was sealed, progress and advancement in the 
Fertile Crescent levelled off and almost entire- 
ly ceased, The Baluchis, in subsequent ages, 
appear in alien lands in the course of sullen 
and stormy history as the last representative 
and sole remnant of the lost Kaldian race," but 
made inlespia omeetece a 

‘ i stream of medieval 
history, and we find no great monument, 
no great work, attached to their name. 


“ For origin of the Baluchis, the 
CHAO of Baluch Race ‘and ee read, 
Khan, Chapter I, PP. 123, % by Mohaounad 


NIMROD. 
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Among the long list of the Belus (Baluch) 
Kaldian rulers, the names of Emperor 
Nimrod (2250 B.C.), Emperor Belus (2130 
B.C,), and Nebuchadnezzar (604-564 B.C), 
commonly known in the Arabian annals as 
al-Shaddad shone radiantly as the morning- 
star on the political horizon of the contem- 
porary world among all the Semitic and 
Aryan races that ruled Babylon, Assyria and 
the neighbouring territories. 


Nimrod is described as “‘the first to be a 
mighty one in the earth”, Skinner in his 
commentary states Nimrod as “Originator 
of the idea of the military state, based on 
arbitrary force’. Nimrod was the son of 
Kish, of Holy writ? The name Bacchus 
is Barchus, meaning the son of Kus or Kooth, 
which the Jews held Nimrod was, for, 
Bacchus is called Nebrodes, which is the same 
as ‘Nimrodes’, and that ‘he wore a tiger’s skin 
and rode ona chariot drawn by tigers, which 
animal, both in Hebrew and Kaldi, is named 
Namur? The actual meaning of Nimrod 
is Fire-Holder. In the old Testament? Assyria 


* Genesis X- 

2 Ancient Monarchy’, by Rawlinson, P. 143. 

> We have after this name, to this day, a famous Balucb tribe 
‘named Namurdi or Numardi or ina broader sense Namrodi, 
meaning the followers of descendants of Nimrod. 

+ Micah V. 6, 


the land of Nimrod. ‘The majorig, 
rian rulers were famed for ie 
ag and it is, therefore, thay 
Nimrod too was known asa “mighty hunter 
before the Lord”. Jensen and Jirku are of 
n that the name Nin-ib (a name ofa 
Babylonian deity) might be read’ Namurty 
and compared with Nimrod. But Clay 
the correct pronunciation of 
Martu.' Some historians 


is called 
of the 4 
prowess in buntin 


opinio’ 


suggests that 


the name is 
confound Nimrod with Gilgamesh as there 


js some resemblance of character between 
the two. The story of Nimrod has been 
mainly derived from Babylonian records and 
no like name has yet been discovered from 
the Kaldian sources. As it happens always 
that many myths and stories are usually 
transferred to a central figure as 2 favourite 
hero, The same happened to the person of 
Gilgamesh. The very name Gilgamesh i 
Sumerian and a part ofan ancient Sumerian 
been found at 


5 


was positively a Sumerian Ulysses and wanted 


to gain immortal life but failed disgrace- 
fully. 


Nimrod attacked the king of Elam, 
Humbab, and slew him, He establishes the 
Kaldian kingdom in 2250 B.C, In the 
beginning his kingdom comprised of the 
places Babul (Babylon), Erech (modern 
Warka), Accad (Agade, the royal city of 
Sargon I) and Galneh. 


ae built several cities of whom Nineveh, 


BELUS. 


NEBUCHAD- 
NEZZAR, 
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Emperor Belus' (2130 B.C.) was the 
second mighty ruler of his line after Nimrog, 
His reign was marked with brillant achieye, 
ments, Carrying on his rule on the classica, 
tradition of his race, he maintained the 
Babylonian civilization on a high plan, He 
hedecked the city of Babylon with magnif. 
cent temples and preserved the prestige of his 
house, staving off attacks from the neighbour. 
ing states and other invaders. He was a 
strong ruler and no hand of flesh and bone 
could seize the mighty handle of his sceptre, 
and was revered and worshipped both as a 
king and god in his life-time. Famed as the 
preserver, adapter and propagator of the 
Babylonian cult and culture, the fame and 
fortune which he commanded in his life-time, 
he carried it to the grave, and even after his 
death was venerated as god.? 


He was the last great representative of 
last Kaldian dynasty of Babylon, After the 
death of the Assyrian king, Assur-bani-Pal, 
his hard-won empire was fast crumbling into 
Pieces. Under his successor, Assur-ctil-ilanic, 
the Seythians made their way into Assyria 
and started inroads into the territory of the 


7 


Assyrian ruler. The brother of Assur-etil- 
ilani, Sin-Sar-iskun (Sin-Sarra-uzur), the Sar- 
akos (Saracus) of Berosus was still reigning in 
his seventieth year when the clouds of misfor- 
tune engulfed him from alround. Nabopo- 
lassar, the Kaldian, the viceroy of Babylonia, 
fought against him and was succoured by the 
Scythian king of Ecbatana, the Cyaxares of 
the Greeks. Nineveh alongwith other north- 
ern cities of Babylonia was captured and 
destroyed, and thus came to an ignoble end, 
the fate of the Assyrian empire. The scat of 
the empire was again transferred to Babylonia, 
Nabopolassar was succeeded by his son 
Nebuchadnezzar, who made Babylon once 
more the mistress of the then known world, He 
ruled from 604—564 B.C. and paved the way 
for some of the most enchanting and illus- 
trious pages of mankind’s history. The Baby- 
lonian civilization had its last period of glory 
under him. Hegave to Babylonia another 
era of brilliance after more than 1,000 years 
of continuous disaster and weakness following 
the rule of the Amorite king, Hammurrabi, 
who was one of the greatest rulers of the 
ancient world. Supported by his ambition 
and interest, Nebuchadnezzar freed Syria, 
from the iron yoke of the Egyptians; ransacked 
Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and made the Jews 


as Captives!’ Second time afier eleven year, 
when the Judaens led a revolt, Be razed the 
Gity to the ground and Jerwsilem mourned in 
the dust? Underhim, we find a 

amalgamation of the Kaldiant and Baby, 
lonians, who had been considered as two 
kindred branches of the same Semitic stock, 
Never before in the history of Babylonia, her 
people had been so provperous, contented, 
and well governed. His regime was famed 
for peace and plenty, pomp and power, 
truth and terror, His eagle eyes supervised 
every phase of governmental setivity, and 
assured and acknowledged the dignity and 
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Babylonian history there are archaeological 
differences between the pre-historic period till 
the Seleucid age, ‘The first is the pre-historic 
ace, before 3500 B.C.; (2) The early Sumerian 
period! from before 3000 B.C. to nearly 2500 
B.C.:(3) the Agade period (Sargon I, the 
Akkadian’) from 2500 B.C. to 2400 B.C; (4) 
Gutium dynasty and the 3rd dynasty of Urabout 
2400-2150 B.C,; (5) Isin and Larsa dynasties 
to the end of the first dynasty of Babylon 
(Kaldian dynasty), about 2150-1740 B.C. 
(more accurately according to Rawlinson’s 
Assyrian canon from 2250-1976 B.C.); (6) 
the Kassite dynasty from about 1740-1150 
B.G.; (7) the period of Assyrian domination 
and the last Babylonian (Kaldian) empire, 
lasting down to the complete rout of the last 
Kaldian dynasty by Cyrus in 538 B.C.; (8) 
the Achaemenian period, down to the defeat 


"The Sumerians achieved an advanced eivtization with magi 
‘cent cities, well-organized city-state Government, business 


=. 


“yLIene. 
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ofDarius by Alexander, the greats (9) the 


Seleucid age: 


- now deal in brief the tale of a 
hat ends in complete tragedy, 
helmed suddenly by the 
cruel dictates of fate. The race that founded 
nd brilliantly inaugurated the world’s first 
great civilization sinks into the nadir of obscu- 
rity. The great Kaldians of ancient history, 
hereafter, passing from turmoil and transition 
were no more heard by the same name but 
in intermittent periods of history in alien 
lands under alien rule were addressed as 
‘Balus’ or ‘Baluch’ after the name of their 
patron deity and patent cult, the god Belus 
or temple of Belus.' From the Babylonian 
civilization, both Europe and the Near East 
got its alphabet, its temple architecture, and 
its great literature. With its fall, the scene of 
culture and creativeness shifts from the Near 
East to the Mediterranean region—from Baby- 
Jon to the two cities of the Mediterrancan 
area—Rome and Greece. However, we shift 
from the shade of political fables to. the light 
of ascertained history. A new dynasty, the 
Achaemenian, was ready to make a bid for 


We 
colossal dynasty th 
A race of rulers overw! 


‘Rien of Bauch Race and Balchin”, by M3: RMS 


ne 


ll 


empire which was to give her sole mastery of 
the Fertile Crescent for generations, 


Six years after the death of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Nabonidus (553 B.C.) ascended the 
throne, only to be driven into exile by a supe- 
rior hand, He was the worst ruler of his line, 
prone to brag and stamp. ‘The hearts of 
princes usually kiss flattery, and he was, there- 
fore, not himself but always led by flatterers, 
mean men by his gifts were made great, and 
rich people looked perplexed, in fear to lose 
what they enjoyed, and the rascals capered to 
enjoy by his follies and favours. He spent in 
peace more what his worthy predecessors in 
wars; the entire realm he had pilled with 
burdenous taxes, and the masses choked their 
days with barbarous ignorance. Wearing a 
golden sorrow, decay and distrust ever 
hanged over him, the high and low moved 
the murmuring lips of dissatisfaction, During 
his reign luxury became prevalent among the 
idle rich and whole kingdom spent much of 
their time in idle pastimes, All the Babylo- 
nian cities declined socially and economically. 
Both the cruelty and viciousness of the ruler 
and the lives of the people, a mixture of 
luxury, intrigue, and studied vice were un- 
balanced. Love of splendour and indulgence 
eclipsed the culture of intellect, art and 
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administration. Both the ruler and the ruleg 
tended toward excess in almost every thing 
they followed and did. From every thing 
Jences of decline became apparent, He 
lefe the reins of the Government in the hands 
of his playboy son, Prince Belshazzar, A 
chronological tablet dealing with the annals 
of Nabonidus besides an inscription of the 
same ruler gives a sufficient information about 
the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus. It was in 
the sixth year of Nabonidus (547 B.C.) that 
Gyrus, “King of Anshan” in Elam, revolted 
against his suzerain Astyages, king of ‘the 
Manda’ or Scythians, at Ecbatana, Cyrus 
came out victorious and establishes himself 
at Ecbatana and thus the fate of Scythian 
empire was sealed, never to rise again. The 
Scythians accepted him as their ruler, An 
able general with the strength of a giant, 
Cyrus, in 546 B.C. defeated King Croesus of 
Lydia. Two years after this event, we find 
him as the king of entire Per 


evider 


frontier as far as 


18 


battle was fought at Opis in the month of 
June. The Kaldians were defeated, Nabo. 
nidus moved to his capital, Babylon, After 
few days Sippara surrendered to the invader, 


On the 16th of Tammuz, two days after the 
capture of Sipps 


‘a, the victorious arms of 
Cyrus entered Babylon without ‘any resistance, 
He won for his men were vehemently loyal 
to him whereas the soldiers of Nabonidus 
were loyal to nobody, Nabonidus was dragged 
out of his hiding place, and guards consist- 
ing of Kurds were stationed on the gates of 
the royal house, and of the great temple 
Belus. ‘The entire Kaldian kingdom lay at 
the proud foot of the indomitable conqueror. 
On the 3rd of Marchesvan (October), Cyrus 
himself arrived and made Gobryas as the 
governor of Babylon, Thus fell Nabonidus, 
fell like Satan, never to hope again. The un- 
fortunate realm had no resting for his king. 
He, with his family, was. 
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Persian yoke till the defeat of Darius [1] by 
Alexander, the great, in 331 B.C. As time 
passed the country was left to the mercy and 
administration of the governor called Ebjr. 
Nari “Beyond the river”, and on the death of 
Cambyses, the son and successor of Cyrus, 
Babylonia, like many other neighbouring 
provinces revolted against the Persians and 
had to be reconquered by Darius. Babylonia 
thereafter remained as a much disturbed 
province, where chaos and confusion reigned 
supreme. Coupled with the despotism of 
rulers was the tyranny of priests. The general 
atmosphere of the entire Persian realm was one 
of violence. We have evident signs to note that 
the Persian rule in the country was unpopular 
from the time of Darius I, and that by the 
time of Darius III, the land of the Kaldians 
had suffered from a terrible religious persecu- 
tion and several Kaldian and Babylonian 
tribes deserted their home-land, and parted, 
hand from hand, heart from heart and tribe 
from tribe, and migrated towards Allepo in 
Syria! and northern Persian regions, ic., Alén, 
Gilin and Armenia, Long before this, we 
see Babylonia throwing out emigrants west- 
fara into Syria, North-West into Aram about 

500 B.C. ‘The stern monarchy of the Assyrian 


"The general 
tiginat Von of ee alchis peas of Allepo as the 


‘As agcient Baluch warrior (1500 BC.) 
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kings maintained by the wild soldicry was a 
constant threat (o the freedom of the less ener- 
getic Semitic tribes. The fate of the neighbour. 
ing Monarchies were only marked by the 
cheerful alacrity of submission or the obsti- 
nancy of resistance, Shalmaneser II succeed~ 
ed his father Assur-Nazir-Pal III, 858 B.C, 
as king of Assyria, He carried on a series of 
disastrous campaigns against all the neigh- 
bouring nations—the Babylonians, the nations 
of Mesopotamia and Syria, Cilicia and Ara- 
rat, Defeating every thing before him, he 
besieged the territory of Damascus, the flour- 
ishing and populous city was laid waste, her 
magnificent edifices were given to flame, every 
house was attacked, looted, and defiled out of 
all recognition, whatever of grace or grandeur 
met the eye, The Jehu of Samaria saved his 
fate and fortune by paying tribute to him. 
Next he fell upon Babylonia with flame and 
sword, overturned and sacked the city, and 
pushed his conquest as far as the marshes of 
the Kaldians in the south, the Babylonian 
king was put to the sword. The proud city 
‘of Babylon fell from its high estate and put in 
sackcloth and ashes to mourn its irreparable 
past magnificence. In 836 B.C. Tibareni 
(Tabal), Cappadocia and Cilicia followed the 


6 
ecin) When’ the’ Awyrian fury stm, 
tends, mony 3 

fled from their homeland 


streamed tow 
influence, of the amp 


ho surpamed all the 


tric and cmel suler © 
{his ling in bloodubed and brutality, 
and typical tyrant, and 


kings 


He was 2 ime 


agaimat hie despotic designs, all'decency, (pres 
dence, fortitude and forbearance struggled ia 

fa. His throoe was cemented! with the 
mort inpeeent and dignified blood of Semites, 


A-horrible injurer of heaven and carth, am 


pE 
he 
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cas desea ceca ce 
causts baad eee ene aula, 
y bes left their original home- 

land and made their way towards Syria and 
northern Persian highlands, ‘The venerable 
Kaldians after their settlement in northern 
Persia, merged into a new period. Within 
few centuries, the entire race forgot their 
lineal and lingual affinity with the Semites 
of Babylonia, ceased to remember their his- 
toric homeland—Babylon, lost their language, 
racial name, and their glorious history, In 
due course of time, they came to be known in 
future world annals as Baluchis. ‘They lost 
every thing save their inherent racial blood 
acial traditions and customs. With 
ustice of history they remained a puffed 
up race with no fortune or future, a proud 
blood with no capital and means, a brave stock 
with no leader and state, an innumerable con- 
course of mounted nomads with no demarca- 
ted territory. ‘Throughout their stay in the 
Persian realm beginning roughly from 500 
B.C. till the close of the 15th century, they were 
a floating populace wandering from place to 
place in sequestered regions in quest of safety 
‘and subsistence. The story of the past twenty 
i with sorrow, misfortune 
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Kurdistin, Gilan, Alan and Armenia. A little 
before the advent of Islam they were seen scat- 
tered over the central parts of Persia. Noth. 
ing is known for certainty regarding the 
¢ their migration from the 


period embra 
northernly Provinces till their settlement in 
Probably their migration 


Kirman province. 

had been consequent to the invasion of a 
restless people, famed for their terrible sava- 
gary and hideous appearance—the dreadfal 


Huns,' who overran Eastern Europe and 


parts of Asia where riches and booty were 
plentiful, and razed several seats of learning 
and culture so completely to the ground that 
a horse could ride over the sites without 


stumbling. 


Firdausi in his big epical work describes 
the exploits of Nausherwan as accurately as 
possible. This emperor was not a mythical 
personage but the Khusro of classical writers 
who challenged the legions and regions of 
the famous emperor Justinian (527-565 A.D,). 
Itis, therefore, that the events of his life come 
under the attention of recorded history. 


eyes, 
"Medieval Europe: brat 
22d Conpany, Baz Fo 
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Nausherwan marched against the men of Gilgn 
and Alan, but Firdausi adds Bahichis too, 
who according to him proved very trouble. 
some, and on one occasion they defeated the 
army of glorious Ardashir. The emperor 
himself led an expedition against the Baluchis 
and routed them en masse, According to Fir- 
dausi, few of the Baluchis or none survived, 
no women, children and warriors were left 
but all perished by the scimitar, The author 
further states, that later on, Nausherwan em- 
ployed Baluchis in his army for they were best 
fighters, ered to arms, On another occasion, 
the emperor combed forces from Giln, 
Dailaman, the mountains of Baluch, the plains 
of Saroch and the swordsmen of Koch, and 
ventured upon Adherbaijan. Nausherwanfamed 
unjustly for his justice, was in fact, a monster 
who out-Heroded Herod. He made several 
terrific marches against the tribes of the 
northern regions, and, perhaps, through fear 
or favour of the emperor, the Baluchis might 
have abandoned these hilly regions and moved 
relentlessly toward central parts of Persia, 
Despite of the high-handed policy of the em- 
peror, the Baluchis never reconciled to the 
Persian rule and race. Throughout their 
stay in Persia the pride and power of the 
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authority and power, while the Baluchig 
enshrined prestige and blood pride. Within 
the course of past fourteen centuries, the land 
of Magi witnessed the ebb and flow of differ. 
ent races with their patent odds and ends; 
‘Time has seen the growth and extinction of 
civilizations and empires, history has recorded 
the rise and fall of sundry dynasties of hetero. 
gencous lines, multifarious socio-politico and 
religious changes and movements have come 
and gone, but the centuries old racial despite 
between the two great races, ic. the Persians 
and Baluchis is distinctly marked even to this 
day. The Baluchis detest the Persians almost 
as cordially as they are detested by them. 
The Persian regards a Baluch as an inter- 
loper and stupid, while the Baluch regards 
him as a plotter and cheat. 


The Arabic-writing Persian, Ahmad ibn 
Yahya al-Beladhuri, mentions an interest- 
ing episode relating to one of the Baluch 
dignitaries during the caliphate of ‘Umar, the 
great.! He states that Siyah al-Sawar, one of 
the nobles of yeadjird was sent by the latter 
with few hundred veterans towards al-Ahwaz. 
He encamped near al-Kalbaniyah where in 
its vicinity Abu Mas@ al-Ash’ari besieged al- 
Siis, ransacked the town, and slaughtered the 


* FutUh-at-Buld&a, P. 373. 
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Persian garrison to the last man. ‘The power 
and prestige of the victorious Muslim arms 
cowed Siyth al-Sawar, who in decp dismay 
sent a secret errand to Abu Must, stating: 
“We are prepared to fight against those who 
art thine staunch enemies; if some dispute 
arise amongst thine people, we will be neutral, 
if they fight against us, thou hast to side us, 
and we should be given free choice to live in 
any part of Arabia, we like, and thus league 
with the tribe we choose, and, moreover, we 
will be favoured with special favours and for- 
tunes, We want that the above terms should 
be ratified by thine Supreme Command who 
hath sent thee’ Accordingly, Abu Mast 
conveyed to the Commander of the Faithful 
all what Siyé demanded and desired. “Con- 
cede to their all demands”, was Caliph’s reply 
to Abu Masa, SiyBh abandoned the fort, 
joined the Muslim army, and played a lead- 
ing role in the conquest of Shustar and its 
neighbouring territories, When the Arabs 
overran Persia, Shustar was one of the first 
victims of their iconoclastic fury. Later on 
Siyh proceeded to Basrah and confederated 
with the tribe of Beni Tamim. A lite later, 
as chronicled by al-Beladhuri, the Siyh Bajs! 
tnd Zutt (Ja joined Siyah al-Sawar at 


while oo Athie as Esha Baja 
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Basrah. Siyah Baja means ‘black foot’ ang 
Sivah Padh (black foot) isa big Baluch tribg 
found in Kharan, Sibi and Sind. Siyah gj. 
Sawar is mentioned by late Malik Behar, the 
poet laureate of late Rez Shah Pehlavi, in 
his voluminous work as Siyah Baluch. The 
bigoted Persian poet attributes to the evi) 
machination of Siyah Baluch, the fall of 
Shustar and its neighbouring fortifications, He 
bitterly reprimands the Baluch hero's pious 
fraud, and states that N’umin bin Maqran, 
the Arab general, unsuccessful in his expedi- 
tion, sought the help of Siyah Baluch (Siyah 
al-Sawar), whose treachery, finally, succeeded 
in annihilating the Persians. In frantic frenzy 
the poet in his epic addresses Siyah Baluch 
as scoundrel, a villain, a circumventive and 
an insidious person. 


During the despotic regime of the Umi 
yads, the family of Siyah al-Sawar played a 
historic role. Marwan I (683-5), the founder 
of the Marwanid branch of the Umayyad 
house, a little before when he was overpowered 
by the proprietor of all, sent Jashi bin 
Daljah_at the command of a Syrian force to 
al Madinah to get submission of the people 
of the Holy city. ‘The people of al-Hejaz both 


BALUCHIS IN 
KIRMAN. 
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through conviction and convenience obeyed 
the authority of ‘Abdullah bin Zubayr, the 
sole claimant to the caliphate after the august 
house of ‘Ali. Ibn Zubayr despatched a force 
under ‘Abbas bin Sahl to curb the Syrian 
advance. At Rabzah, the rival forces encoun- 
tered, and Jash, the Syrian general, was 
struck with an arrow by Zayd bin Siyah al- 
Sawar (Siyah Baluch) and died on the spot. 
‘The Syrian army stricken with panic ignomi- 
niously turned tail. Zayd bin Siyah al-Sawar 
attired in a robe of white, riding on his white 
Khurasdnian steed, entered al-Madinah 
triumphantly, and the Madinites applauded 
him to the echo, sprinkled perfumes over him 
to the extent that his white robe turned 


black’, 


During the caliphate of the pious caliphs, 
we see the Kirman province a teeming hive 
of the Baluchis. Their settlement in Kirman 
is a long tale of woe both for the race and the 
inhabitants of the proyince. When ‘Abdullah 
bin ‘Abdullah as-Sal@l, the Arab general, 
conquered the capital of Kirman in 22H. 
(642-43 A.D), the Kirmanis urged help from 
‘Kuj’ and ‘Bulujf’ (Koch and Baluch) but to 
no purpose.* Mas'iidi mentions the name of 


‘ Tabari, Vol. Uf, Part I. 
* . by Hamdullah Musiawfi of Qazwin (Circa 


AD. 1340), 
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Koch as inhabiting the Kirmg, 
Jstakhri who completed his ma 
spam opus in circa 340 H. (951 A.D:}, write 
that the Baluchis live in the Quis mountang 
where none dares penetrate. They own cattle 
and live in tents. The routes through their 
country are not safe.' Yaktiti who. completed 
his geography in 615 H, clasified the moun 
sine of Kirman into those of the Koch, Baluch 
and Qin, He writes that Koch (Qui) were 
tall and cruel and lived by pillage, 


Baluch and 
mountains. 


‘The Belus were formerly the most cruel 
of raiding tribes but were destroyed by ‘Abad. 
ud-Dowlah Dailami whose unhappy reign saw 
its beginning and end from 338-372 H. (049. 
983 A.D.). Ibn Haukal in his celebrated work 
while describing the boundaries of the Kirmin 
province states, “to the cast lie the land of " 
‘Makran and its desert and the seas on the 
border of Belay tothe west is Fars, on the 
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ahighland region and schooled for ages by 
constant war, they proved redoubtable war- 
riors. All the surrounding people dreaded 
this uncouth and formidable race. Their 
vicious sword was upon every man’s neck and 
every body’s sword was unsheathed against 
them. Whatever dynasty ruled Kirman, they 
set at nought the authority of the ruling head 
and were a constant threat both to the public 
‘The invading armies always 


and the palac 
ard nut to crack. All the 


found them a 
territory, roads and caravan routes between 
Kirman, Khurasin and Seist®in were unsafe, 
and even they could not keep their fingers 
from the caravans of the holy bound pilgrims. 
The history of the race in Kirman thrills with 
horrible events of constant vicissitudes. Many 
occasions, the imperial court at Isfahan and 
Ghazni were gravely alarmed about the 
monstrous atrocities committed by these 
demons of destruction, The rebellious and 
marauding propensities of these confirmed 
freebooters were, probably, duc to the 
life of semi-outlawry which the suicidal 
policy of the rulers of Kirman forced 
tchm to lead than to any ineradicable 
mark of vice. Al-Muqaddasi travelled across 
Kirman, the desert of Lit and Makuran, and 


26 


ing bands of the Balus (Balch) tribe, 
men whose fastness were 1 Ku! ™ountaing 
of the Kirman border. He speaks of the 
Baluchis—“ people with savage faces, gyi) 
heart and neither morals nor manners. None 
could escape meeting them and when one 

Jd stone him to death as one 


caught they wound 5° " 
would aisnake”, putting @ man & head on a 


boulder and beating upon it, till it would be 
crushed in, and when Mugqaddasi enquired 
why they act so unhumanly, he was answer. 
‘ed that was in order not to blunt needlessly 


their swords, 


by rovil 


‘The province of Kirman served as a 
bone of contention between the claimants 
of the Buwayhid family. The Buwayhid 
Sultn experienced a long period of hostility 
‘and conflict with his discontented relatives 
who were prone to seck the help of Quis 
and Baluchis. However, the stormy pro- 
logue ended in a less |. In 
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Buwayh and his brother Hasan held mastery 
over Fars and Isfahan respectively, the twin 
brothers agreed to send their younger brother 
Abul Husain Ahmad to Kirman.' Accord- 
ingly they furnished him with 1500 choicest 
Dailamites, and 500 Turks besides other 
legions. Abul Husain Ahmad bin Muhammad 
Ravi, known as Kor-debir(the blind scribe) the 
secretary of Abul Husain Ahmad binBuwayh, 
accompanied his master. Ibrahim bin Sim- 
jar Daulati, representative of the governor of 
Khurasan, was then besieging Muhammad bin 
Tlayas bin Alaya: Sughdi. When he heard 
about the Dailamite expedition he raised the 
siege. Muhammad bin Iayas took time by 
the forelock and escaped from the fortress 
of Bamm to be vainly pursued. Abul Husain 
Abmad chased him, and succeeded in ousting 
the intruder, whose prestige was now univer- 
sally on the decline. Having no stomach 
for fighting, Tayas returned to Scistin and 
vanished without striking a blow. Abul 
Husain Ahmad left one of his officers in 
charge of Bamm and himself advanced to 
Jirift which was the capital of Kirman. When 
he reached the place, he was met by an 
envoy of ‘Ali bin Zanji, Chief of the Baluchis 


Abas father was the Chief of a warlike horde consisting 
of Dailamite highlanders 
the = from the mountainous region on 
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better known as ‘Ali bin Kayg, 
ancestors and afterwards him, 
de themselves MASter Of those 
territories. They only paid lip-homage 
every Sultan bu 


Saaz bin Zanji offere 
ae a replied that the decision belong. 
Buwahis brother ‘Alf bin Buwayb, and thathe 
must at any cost enter Jirift and after that 
he would send message to his}brother con. 
corning the offer. In the meanwhile, he 
srdered Ibn Kallawaihi to evacuate Jirift 
The latter consented and moved to a place at 
adistance of ten farsang from the town. A 
series of messages were interchanged and it 
was decided, finally, that Ibn Kallawaibi 
should send a hostage to Ahmad bin Buwayh 
who assigned the region in fief to him for a 
payment ofa million dirhem annually. An 
immediate payment of 100,000 was made asa 
gift but not asa part of the rent to the fief 
Tbn Kall@waihi introduced the name of 
Ahmad bin Buwayh into the sermon and paid 
him an instalment of the rent in advance.’ 
he slanderous coward, caitiff recreant, swatt 
and prodigious Kor-debir, suggested to i 
er a vile strategem, He asked Ahmad bin 
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Buwayh to fall upon by surprise Ibn Kalla- 
waihi as he and his men were relying on the 
agreement at which they had arrived and the 
cessation of disputes. Kor-debir allured his 
Chief that this adventure would secure for him 
stores and treasures of Ibn Kallawaihi besides 
making him the master of the country of 
Baluchis and Quis, and it would be source 
of fame and fortune which none before had 
essayed or achieved. A prince of unimprov- 
ed mettle, hot and fall, Ahmad bin Buwayh, 
bosomed up the criminous counsel of his 
secretary, and, accordingly, marshalled his 
troops and started hot-foot on a nightly raid, 
Dut did not feel that it was his lot to witness 
in inglorious activity, the complete over- 
throw of all his hopes. He expected with the 
dawn of the day the signal of victory, Light 
vanity, cormorant and consuming means, 
soon preys upon itself His mightiness was 
soon to meet misery, for violent fires soon 
burn out themselves, and as a rule he tires 
betimes that hastens too fast betimes. A man 
of courage and capacity, and supplied 
with prudence and industry, Tbn Kallawaihi, 
rapidly assembled his men, fortified their 
minds and bodies for the approaching 
battle, and posted them in narrow pass 
between the two mountains which formed the 
raiders road. In thehowe of the night when 
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‘Ahmad bin Buwayh with his ostentation op 
despised arms was in the middle of the pay, 
the people of Jirift (Baluchis and Quay 
attacked out of the blue and beleaguered them, 
Valour is of more avail than arms or nom. 
bers. The Dailamite army had to run upon 
the rocks. In darkness, degeneration and 
disorder, they were surrounded, assaulted and 
overwhelmed by the daring foc. The entire 
royal forces faltered under fierce Baluch 
arms. Woe, destruction, ruin and loss seized 
them completely. The Baluch sword dis. 
played a lemnian deed, their incessant and 
heavy blows fell like thunder on the casque 
of their harmful enemy. The bulk of the 
army was sworded, many with pale begyare 
fear surrendered, and few took to their legs, 
Ahmad bin Buwayh received severe wounds, 
lost his left hand and some fingers of right, 
and fell among the corpses, He was later 
on, known as ‘Aqt‘a’ or crippled. When 
the news of this disaster reached Jirift where 
Kor-debir and other followers who had not 
taken part in the battle, fled from the town. 
Baus in senor Ibn Kallawaihi and his 
en made search among the corpses for Abul 
Keer who was found living and all 
pee eee Abul Hussain Ahmad was 
Jirift and Tb Kallawaihi nursed and 
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served him to the best of his means and man- 
ners. ‘Ali bin Buwayh was severely shocked 
about all that happened. He was far from 
cager of war but the pride of the Dailamite 
house was cut to the quick, He arrested the 
resolved villain and Carpet-captain, Kor- 
debir, and despatched Abul ‘Abbas and his 
chamberlain Khutlukh with two thousand 
men to assemble in Sirjin to look after the 
remains of the vanquished army of M’uizz- 
al-Dawlah, Abul Husain Ahmad bin Buwayh. 
Ibn Kallawaihi sent both oral and written 
communication to ‘Ali bin Buwayh apolo- 
gizing for what had happened, and was wise 
enough to proffer his allegiance which he 
declared had never been violated. ‘Ali bin 
Buwayh sent as ambassadors, the Qazi of 
Shiriiz, Abul ‘Abbas, and other men of blood 
and breeding like Abul Fadhl al-‘Abbas bin 
Farsanjas to Ibn Kalliwaihi, accepting his 
apology, ratifying and renewing  settlem- 
entand the treaty, Ibn Kallawaihi was not 
muleted to any indemnity, He released Abul 
Husain Ahmad bin Buwayh and with him 
Ispahdost and other captives with robes of 
honour and other equipments of comforts. 


Abu ‘Ali bin ays after the tragic end 
inglorious inactivity, his covetousness was 
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aroused, and the warlike ardour of his q 
emboldened. Nature framed him for a fay, 
house but Fate tossed intoa rebellion ang 
revolution. Fooled with ambition, he dete, 
mined to cross sword with a strong hand, yy, 
marched from Seistan encamping in the 
region named Khunngb, Ahmad bin Buwayh 
marched against him and the rival forces 
grappled with each other in a bloody conte 
lasting for several days. At length, Abu ‘Aly 
kissed the dust, his forces melted away, and 
left the field like a bated and retired flood, 
Flushed with triumph, Ahmad again ventured 
to pay off old scores on Ibn Kallawaihi and 
wanted to teach his enemy a lesson. Butit 
was Ahmad who received the lesson. Without 
studying the lessons of experience, or the 
nature of war, he marshalled his forces against 
the Baluch Chief, not perceiving that he was 
paving way for the sullen presage of his own 
decay. Ibn Kallawaihi was informed about 
inkling of the ensuing evil. He awoke 
endeavour for fight, mustered his men, and 
encamped at a distance of two Farsangs facing 
the army of Ahmad, who planned to make @ 
nightly attack upon the Baluchis, ‘The Chief 
ee Pe did mot wait to receive the 
liers to pene), Lg Ge 
ees arms and advanced post-haste to mect 
emy. The rival forces came close 1° 
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each other, frowning brow to brow and 
to face. The fight, at last, started and the 
hostile armies mixed so confusingly with each 
other that they could only be distinguished 
by their languages, he Baluchis cor 


mpletely 
paralyzed and hamstr 


ung the Dailamite for. 
ces by merciless killing and ravenous plundere 
ing, and amidst the rout, they beat a hasty 
retreat to avoid a lasting campaign, ‘The 
attempt and desire to teach Baluchis a lesson 
had brought chaos to the Buwayhid arms, 
Early in the morning to cover his concealed 
anxiety and shame, Ahmad bin Buwayh 
Pursued the enemy and slaked his rancour by 
killing a number of them. He wrote to his 
brother a letter stating his victory over Tayi 
and the ruin of the Baluchis. In reply ‘Ali 
wrote him to stop further advance, and sent 
Marzuban bin Khusrah, the Jilite, to bring 
Ahmad to his capital. Ahmad’s failures 
scattered to the winds, his hope of carrying 
the Baluch territory by a coup de main ; he 
only got the hare’s foot to lick. He returned 
towards his brother’s capital with half a 
heart for he sat upon his skirts, and had not 
fully gratified his malignity against the 
Baluchis and their chief Ibn Kallawaihi.t 
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In the year 357 H. (968 A.D.) ‘Adnd.ay, 
ambitioned to become the sole masten 
‘Thirsting for military renown, 
d to subdue all the far-f 

districts of the province. In the meantime, 
“ieunity occurred between the sons of Tlayay 
“f whom Iaydsl fled to Khurdsin soon afte 
his father gave up the ghost. In the year 359 
H. ‘Adqd-al-Dawlah commissioned Kurkir 
bin Justam to lead an expedition against 
Suleyman bin Muhammad bin Ilayas who 
had been in Khurasin, The latter urged the 
ruler of Khurfisin to conquer Kirman, The 
Balus (Baluch) and Qufs were already in 
league with Suleymin, and the ruler of 
Khurasiin with a good grace assisted him with 
a strong, well-equipped contingent. Suleyman 
provoked the Baluchis and Qufs to cast off 
their allegiance to the head of the Buwayhid 
house, the Chief Sultan, Kurkir encountered 
the enemy between Jirift and Bam. After a 
hot contest of arms, Suleymain’s choicest forces 
sank before the fierce onset of his adversary, 
and were in full retreat, leaving mass of ‘their 
numbers on the field. Suleyman with Bakr 
ee of his brother Hayasa lay 
kha field besides a great number 
of teen eee pine 
‘AdUd-aLDawah despatched them to his 


Dawlah 
of Kirman. 
he determine’ 


“5 


brothers geuks alah 
jthe rest of the 
pope Abu Staced, the Ba- 


hom was 1 
his children, and other tribal 


chiefs pledged 10 fight to the bitter end. 
*Adtid-ab Dawlah reinforced Kurkir with ‘Abid 
thin ‘All, and the wo generals advanced to 
Firift to unthread the rude eye of rebellion. 
The fight between the rival hosts took place 
on Wednesday 10, Safar 360 H. (13th Decem- 
ber, 970 A.D.). The conspirators fought with 
foot and horse but were overwhelmed with 
utter rout and ruin, Five thousand tried 
warriors lay dead like slaughtered fish. Two 
wns of Abu S'aced Baluchi died hard on the 
= day. Abul Fawaris Mantijini was cap- 
together with his nephew Abal * 
anda great member of oth Ba Laith 
Chieh.! After secuting er distinguished 
ua ee 
heads, marched into the imteroe of thes 
territory, threatened eae of their 
massacred several entire area and 


Quifs among 
Joeh Chief with 
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the dwellings of some of the Baluchiy 
behind a mountain and only accessible by 
row and difficult pass in which a smal 
band can engage with advantage a large 
memed party. Difficult to subdue them, aq. 
Tdeal-Dawlah employed an interesting jy 
a malign strategem. He sent a message 4g 
the effect that he was not going to sparq 
them unless they pay tribute to him. The 
Baluchis replied that they have no money, 
SYou are hunters”, he said, “and T want a 
dog for each tent”. ‘The Baluchis thought 
little of this. He sent an agent to cnume. 
rate their tents and take a corresponding num- 
ber of dogs, Accordingly the dogs were assem- 
bled to the pass. ‘Adtid-al-Dawlah ordered ring 
of white Naphtha to be attached to their necks 
and the Naphtha was put on fire. The dogs 
were simultaneously released and the army 
was ordered to follow them, ‘The dogs rushed 
on, and the people knowing that the army was 
on the march against them. Immediately 
they entered the pass to encounter the army: 
‘here each dog sought refuge with his master 
fm the butting fie. Each dog. rubbed 
against his master and the fire spread 


from man to man, Th tas 
pursued by the cpt ai pas 


w 
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their owners. ‘They were pursued by the 
wily to be extirpated. The general 
vor caused a general terror, All the re: 
fractory tribesmen offered to surrender their 
strongholds and promised to remain as peace- 
ful subjects. For a short period people en- 
joyed the piping times of peace. After an 
‘dle rest of few months, the Baluchis, “who 
are the most courageous, wildest and the 
most atheistic of these tribes, longed for their 
habitual infesting of the roads and shedding 
of innocent blood”! They again rubbed 
up the wrong way and carried terror in the 
neighbouring places, Panic and ruin siezed 
the entire territory. All people without distine- 
tion of caste or creed suffered alike unbearable 
vexation from them on alll the routes leading 
to Kirman, Scisttn and Khurasin, ‘Adiid-al- 
oe assembled forces from various places 
and on ea 
against sous By ae fp pit 
he wis EPaEt RARER er 
the red flag, made pas Baluchis hanged 
bisa a Preparation for a 
trict, nee a ieftai phe entire dis- 
ican cit chiefiain, Abin Mubiam- 
win, panel. He furnished: ‘Abid bin ‘All 
Tee invincible army of Dailamites, Jilites, 
; Arabs, Kurds, 

j Kurds, Zutt (Jat), and ex- 
fighters of | Dawlah, and 


army, 


Perienced 
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hed him against the Baluchis, 
sed far away when they hearg me 
f the invading army and Se 
on in the narrow paths leagi 
to their mountain strong holds. ‘Abid sexe 
his brother with a strong contingent to gq, 
Je them in the rear and himself advanceq 
ards the Bariz. mountains which forme 
the resorting place of the Baluchis. He hea. 
vily stormed this area and compelled Muham. 
y Barizi to surrender afler capturing 


despatch 
jatter disper 
approach o 


strong posit 


cire 


tow 


mad bin 
his son in law, Abu Darim. The Baluchis 
sent secret patrols and scouting parties to 
bring them intelligence but the Dailamite 
General succeeded in arresting all of them, 
In the meanwhile, the army approached the 
scene, blocked and bottled the entire moun- 
tain passes and outlets. Fight became inevit- 
able, and the Baluchis assembled their 
chiefest men of sword and discipline and re- 
solved to stand or fall. From sunrise to 
ies) attack met counter attack, Death and 
‘struction caught the Baluchis from all sides. 
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promise of protection.'  ‘Add-al-Dawlah's 
next step was that he removed the Baluchis 
from Bariz mountains and replaced them 
with cultivators belonging to various other 
tribes of peaceful occupations. 


More than one occasion the rapacitics of 
the Baluchis drew attention of the Ghazni im- 
perial court Between Seistan and Kirman, all 
the treasons and rebellions complotted and 
contrived during that period fetched their first 
head and spring from the Baluchis. Suluin 
Mahmiid sent presents through his ambas- 
sador to the ruler of Kiran. ‘The ambas- 
sador of the Sultin was caught between 
Tabas and Khabis by a party of Baluch 
marauders, He and his party were looted to 
the last man. The ambassador came back 
and met the Sultdn who was on his way to 
Khawarazm. At Bust, M’asiid, the son of 
Sultén Mahmttd, while coming from Herat, 
met his father. The Sultan sent him with 
a strong contingent to chastise and supplant 
these rough rug-headed robbers. He encoun- 
tered the Baluchis and a hand to hand fight 
ensued, The latter sustained a serious reverse, 
forty were killed and an equal number cap- 
tured. M’astid returned back with immense 


KIRMAN TO 
SEISTAN, 
PERSIAN 
BALUCHIS- 
TAN AND 
‘MAKURAN, 
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ry, Suliaa sent several expeditions Rainy 
them but they stuck to their profession a, 
faithfully as one deny the devil. Once whey 
salts M’astd was at Ted, he was told abou, 
the frequent verror caused BY the Baluchis, 
who were soon fated to pay the fine of mar. 
treacherous fine of their lives, 
The Sultin employed an interesting strate. 
gem to root out the infestered highway rob. 
bers. A caravan of poisoned apples was 
purposely sent through Kirmain desert. The 
Baluchis attacked the caravan and devoured 
the apples as hungry wolves. The poison 
acted as an epidemic and exterminated & 
great number of highwaymen*. 


auding with 


In the beginning of the tenth century 
the first great exodus of the Baluchis stream- 
ed from Kirman towards Seist@n and Persian 
Baluchistan, The province of Kirman had 
been their chief abode since the conquest 
of Persia by Arabs till the middle of the 
12th century. In Seistin they did not enjoy 
& monopoly of significant contributions, and 
disturbed but little the political oa 
eae country. In his early careers 
majo nu the Barlas, got the start of the 

world, he fought several. combats 
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Baluchis of Seist@n, and in one 
agi, encounters, he was defeated, and got 
ryere wound on his leg, became permanently 
fom, and the half conqueror of ‘Asia, whose 
firyd of eye awed the world, was destined to be 
known in history as Timur Lang.! Al-Istakhri 
(gi0 H. 951 A.D.) observes that in his time two 
provinces of Seistan were known as Baluch 
country, The famous chronicler ‘Uthman 
mentions thathe halted in a place at Scist@a 
named Gumbaz-i-Baluch.? From Seist@n they 
moved slowly but steadily towards Garmsir 
territory of Afghanistan and flooded the 
entire territory of the Helmand valley upto 
Farrah and even southward to Shorawak. 
In the first decade of the thirteenth ,century, 
the Koch and Baluch are described as the 
tribes inhabiting the Garmsir territory, in 
alliance with Ameer of Hurmuz, Taj-ud-Din 
= ae 

; it, Badghis and 

poe: dg) 


against the 
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5 ic ulation in the ». 
ae SSeS SS Bae He 
ee of Herat neighbouring Badghis, Te 
this day, they form the major section of th. 
population of Herat, Farrah, Garmsir, yay. 
anstr and Shorawak districts of Afghanistan, 
The role of the Baluchis in the history 
the fourteenth century Herat was no less si. 
nificant, Allied with the contemporary Kurt 
rulers of Herat, they formed the flower of 
their soldiery and chivalry, and played dei. 
sive role in the wars that ensued between 
the Mongols and the Kurt rulers.' The Baly. 
chis under their chief, Shah Baluch displayed 
their mettle against the Mongols who shat. 
tered and overthrew the civilization which 
Islim had crystallized into a splendid form 


ered PTI Baluchistan, the Baluchis sat 
ove the fertile places, and some of the 


— into Makuran via modern 


gee 


a 


JAB. 
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Prome and penetrated as far as Panjgitr 
which according to al-Muqaddasi was the capi- 
tal of the tenth century Makuran. Le Strange 
dealing with the province of Makurdin, quotes 
the literary geographer al-Muqaddasi_ as his 
authority, and states: “Bannajbur (PanjgUr) 
according to Muqaddasi had a clay built for- 
tress protected by a ditch and town was sur- 
rounded by palm-groves. There were two 
gates of the city Bab-Tiz opening south west 
on road to Tiz and Bab-Turan north east on 
the road to the district of that name of which 
the capital was Kuzdar. There was a stream 
to water the city and Friday mosque stood in 
the market square, though there were really 
only Moslem in name being savage Balusis 
(Baluchis) whose language was a Jargon." 


‘A little later after their settlement in 
Panjgtr, in 1000 A.D. a host of Baluchis 
persistently pushed their way into the invit- 
ing Sind where the soil was very rich, water 
plenty, the summer warm, and the winter 
mild. Henceforth, the Baluchis are cons- 
ing their free and frequent 
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wail, urmoil and turbulence, 
cred Sind when it was ruled by pe: 
fake whose details of racial Origin are me, 
gre! Who the Sdmrahs are and whence 
they came is oncof the unsolved and insoly, 
ble riddles of history. The royal house of 
the Simrahs were experiencing a history of 
storm amongst themselves whence the nomad 
Baluchis appeared on their diplomatic stage, 
We have no contemporary source dealing 
comprehensively with the rule of the Samrahs 
and their successors, the Sammahs. We 
follow the account of Meer MYastim who 
remarks: “I have not seen any book in which 
the account of the Simrah and the Sammah 
is well explained, Therefore, I have written 
their summary", In the reign of Sultin 
‘Abdur Rashid son of Sultin Muhmtd of 
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nothing, mounted the throne of Sind. He 
was followed by his son Doda 1 who extend 
cd his dominion upto Nasarpur, tye was 
succeeded by his son Si 

and pleasure was but a glotiole ageing the 
back-ground of the setting sun, After him 
nd he was followed 


nded the throne when 
Khaira was dropped into the grave, Khaise 


and Khafif were both of the same nature, 
& rain to water, In the reign of Khafif, the 
Baluchis in alliance with Sodhas and Jharejas, 
Planned, plotted and raised the standard. of 
revolt. Khafif, to shock the rebels, marched 
against the allied tribes, but the Baluch Chief 
Mehra, and Runmal Sodh® hoisted the 
white flag without any show of resistance, 
and offered great offerings,’ and the Simrah 
tuler turned his forces from the paltry expe- 
dition, Doda II became the master of Sind 
after Khafif, and after his expiry, his son, 
“Umar, was invested with the royal purple. This 
high-blown ruler, whose valour plucked dead 
Tions by the beard, found glory in debauchery 
and cruelty, and his life of carelessness and 
pleasure made a rod for his own back, The 


tribes of Sammah, the Sodhas, the Jats and 
Baluchis li 
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marched against the hostile comb, 
ptusailiy, Wceieaed "eae 
sire Me I 
He breathed his Tast'at Theres ay 2% 
probably happened during aan 
Pitan M’astd (030-1061 A.D), yey 
states that Doda IIT son of ‘Unar, Tall 
flower of his manhood fled to one 
sought the help of Sultia Mandad (1041 y 
A.D.) against his regent Chunar, Mia 
branded with suspicion of plotting to wy 3 
the throne? The uprising of the Bald 
father of Dods Ill, 


oecurred during the 
“Umar, who was contemporary of Sula 


6 


M’asiid. 

When the thirteenth century hed run 
half of its course, # stream of Baluch tribe: 
from Sind trickled along Bahawalpur territory 
and settled in the neighbourl ‘of Mult 
Between 1280-1287 A.D. during the 
of Sultin Ghiysth-ud- i 

settled in the vicinity 


Baluchis permanently 
In 1328 A.! 


of Multin. 

seSultia Muhammad bin "Tughlaa’s 
1A History cea amma et, 
= bot 
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the governor of Multan, Bahram Aiba," aspir- 
ing to seize the moon with his teeth, assembled 
the Multdnis and Baluchis and hanged the 
red flag, Suliin Muhammad bin Tughlaq 
was then engaged in suppressing the rebellion 
of his cousin, the corrupt and treasonous 
Baha-ud-Din Gurshisp. The Sultn steadily 
steeled his determination to strike the blow in 
person, He made preparations on a colossal 
scale, mustered an invincible army, and this 
mighty host, driven on by Sultiin’s will 
proceeded towards Multiin to beat the usurp- 
ing down. After a few days hot and fast 
march, the Sultin reached the place and 
‘unsheathed his sword against the brows of the 
resisting city, After a war to the death, the 
Vigour of the rebel force melted away and the 
day ended in their complete disaster. ‘Their 
Jeader met a soldier's death, and the citizens 
‘of Multdn expected their fate in silent despair. 
The Sultin “ordered to make a river of the 
blood of Multinis”,? but the timely inter- 
cession of the reputed spiritual saint, Sheikh 
Rukn-ud-Din, saved the people from the wild 
rage of the Sultin. 


‘tim in his history on page 32. states the came of the 


‘governor as Khusto Khan, Micza Kalich Beg in bit History 
‘of Sind’ page 19, mentions Kishwar Khan as goveroor of 
‘Multan and Sind, 

=A History of Sind", by Meer Mas, translated by 
G.G. Malet, P32, 
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Thefinalscene of the Baluch migration 
from Kirman happened in the declining years 
of the Seljags of Kirman, The historian 
‘Abmad ‘Ali Khan states that after Tughral 
Shih, Arsalin Shah and Bahri Shih Seljtgs 
divided the territory. Arsallin Shah received 
Bardsir, Jirift, Sirjan and Khabis and the 
latter Bam and Makurin. The last Seljaq 
ruler of Kirmain and Makurin, Muhammad 
Shah, went beyond the boundary in 583 H. 
(1187-88 A.D.). In the reign of Arsalan Shih, 
a burlesque ruler, devoid of any princely 
gifts, the Baluchis under their chief, Amecr 
Jalal Khan, assembled from the districts of 
Sirjan, Khabis and desert Lut, and, finally, 
bade adieu to Kirman and its history of 
storm. It isfrom this Chief that the tradi- 
tional era of the Baluch race begins. The 
race under him directed their move towards 
Persian Baluchistan and made Bamptr their 
traditional headquarter. After a short stay, 
sees Jalal Khan enjoying idleness with 

moved at the head of a mighty 
ceva of forty four tribes (Bolaks) 
ie aia the dominion of the Saffari 
aide ts We are to believe the Baluch tra 
ud-Dip. Rite hes Malik Shams- 
meoril ies ly he is the same ruler 
fory as Malik Shams-ud-Dio 
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of Saffari dynasty.!’ He was the son and 
successor of Malik Taj-ud-Din Abul Fath bin 
‘Tahir bin Muhammad, and succeeded to the 
throne when his father shuffled off this mortal 
coil in 559 H. He was.a prince who played 
fast and loose with faith and was a blood- 
thirsty tyrant, hence known as the “Execu- 
tioner”, and also by his nickname of the 
“Malik-us-Sais"*, His sanguinary disposition 
and tyranny led him to oppress his family and 
subjects and is said to have put to death 18 
other sons of his father, as well as several 
high-blooded men of Seistin. He also dep- 
rived his brother ‘Izz-ul-Muluk of sight. He 
was the worst prince of the age, his 
sreediness was oppressive, his luxuries corrupt, 
his autocracy odious, and his innova. 
tions were rough, rapid and base. There is 
no safe and certain foundation set on blood. 
He that soaks his splendour and safety in 
pure blood, shall find but bloody splendour 
and safety. Afterwards he was put to death 
by his own officers, and his blind brother, 
‘Tzz-ul-Muluk, was enthroned. A tittle prior 
to 571 H., his son Malik Taj-ud-Din, “assu- 
med theinsignia of Royalty on his father’s 


* See “Tabali-i-Nisiri', 
*Seistan, A memoir on the history, topography, Ruios, and 


Pople of the country, by G.P. Tate. M.RAS., FRGS., 
Survey of India. Parts 1to 


50 


death", Due to his prowess as 
‘warrior, Malik T)-ud-Din borne the tile 
‘arab’. His prosperous reign lasted rt 
nearly sixty years? and finally, becoming 
blind Malik 1-Din Harab, anpelet 
his eldest son, NasiroudsDin Uthiiin, ay 
regent, All the Malik rulers before and afer 
Shamseud-Din were benevolent, high-minded 
and high:principled rulers, It is, therefore, 
probable, that Shams-ud-Din_ became emb. 
roiled with the Baluchis who were forced to 
Jeave Seistin, From Seistan, we are informed, 
they redirected their steps back (0 Bamptr 
and settled there. In the first quarter of the 
fifteenth century the mass migration of the race 
happened towards Makurin, under one of 
the descendants of Ameer Jalal Khan, Ameer 
Shaihak Rind, father of the Sardiir ‘Azam, 
‘Ameer Chakar Rind. 


brave 


‘This is the last great flux of the race from 
Persian Baluchistan towards the country which 
bears their name, ‘The mighty Rinds made 
the town of Kolwa, in Makura, their head 
quarter. The close of the fifteenth and daw? 
of the sixteenth century saw the entire 
territory from Makurdin to Kachhi plains 
a pure Baluch colony, ‘After a lapse of more 


© See Me. “Ihyl-ul-Muluk’. 
+ Tabght-i-Ndsir\, translated by Major Raverty, P- 199 


ye 
— 2 
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than two thousand years, the vast body of 
Baluchis, for the first time, unite under the 
command and caution of one man, Amecr 
Chitkar, who was destined to write his name 
in the eternal book of History. He besprent 
the race in every corner of Baluchistan, and 
in the first decade of the sixteenth century 
made for Derajat and Punjab with a host of 
Baluch tribes, ‘The long and troublous chapter 
of the history of Baluch migration, 
10 its close for ever, and the 
free from the ills of nomad 


thus, came 
entire race became 
die and migratory 
ppled the race for 
¢ of the Atom, the 
nd occupy a territory 
‘ast from the commark of 
© Muzzafargach (Pun 
and north to south from Hace (Ane 
Tuy? the Arabian sea,* an area br 
laa igger than 


ece, Switzerl; ‘i 
Holland, all combined," Belgium and 


BABYLON 
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and the glory which these places o 


times, i 
f constitutes the glorious chapter 


boasted ol 
of Baluch history: 


Babylon was one of the most distinguished 
cities of antiquity, and is situated on the 
Euphrates just north of the modern town of 
Hill Under the Amorite king Hammurrabi 
(1948-1905 B.G.), she became the capital of 
Babylonia. The history of Babylon is 
practically the history of “Mesopotamia, 
Throughout ancient history, Babylon was 
the pride of the Middle East, and served 
‘as.a paragon for the future seats of civiliza- 
tions. It was from Babylon that the rich 
civilization of the Fertile Crescent seeped 
westward and eastward to help refresh and 
refine the Egyptian and the Persian civiliza- 
tions. The historic city was the capital of 
Sumerian, Akkadian, Kaldian and Assyrian 
dynasties, Embassies and priests from 
neighbouring monarchies flocked to the Baby- 
Jonian capital and were received with all the 
splendour of a court highly riched and versed 
in a fantastic and fastidious ancient etiquette. 
The proud capital of the Semites vividly 
represented the life and habits, the pomp and 
parade, the virtues and vices of the rulers 
and the ruled. Among all the ancient Semi- 
tic cities, Babylon, with her large and 
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imposing edifices, was held as holly of hollies. 
The proud city fell victim several times. to 
the fiendish rage of conquerors, and their 
united savagery having been expanded upon 
its hapless body. Sennacherib, the son of 
Sargon II, more properly written as 
Kipu, the Assyrian king, who was murdered 
in 705 B.C., was held in great contempt by 
all the Babylonian tribes because of his vanity 
and vehemence, His religious and_ political 
Policy shocked the conscience of the Assyrians 
and Babylonians, when he sacked and spoiled 
the city of Babylon and for weeks surrendered 
itt the violence of his passionate soldiery. 


Consequently he was murdered by his son on 
the 25th of Tebet 681 B.C, Nimrod enriched 
the city with some of its Sreatest treasures, 
including the temple of  Belus which 
then stood unsurpassed in its archic 
tectural design throughout the ancient 
World. Throughout the reign of the 
Babylonian dynasties, 


the temple of Belus 
was centre of attraction and the seat of trea- 
sure and splendour. The value of gold, as 
stated by Diodorus, taken from the temple 
of Belus alone by Xerxes amounted to 7,350 
Attic talents, 21,000,000 £ Sterling of money, 
s this, other splendid buildings of the 
Kaldians and 


'yrians costing thi 


‘BAMPUR. 
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she marvel of those ages! Nebr 

added more glory to the grandeur of Babylo, 
rene capital was rebuilt and Became Beer 
eat city of its day. Fortifications were by, 
upon a larger plan. He constructed a dete, 
sive wall ‘and moats castwards from the 
Euphrates which extended to Opis on the 
‘Tigris. ‘The extensive use of glaze, precious 
stones and metals for external decorations 
ecame a common sight in the architectural 
it. Drainage was conducted by Targe: brick 
conduits, He built for himself an immense 
palace, Surrounded by walls, the palace 
towered terrace upon terrace, cach bright 
with masses of fernery, flowers and trees. 
These roof gatdens—the Hanging Gardens— 
were so imposing and enchanting that they 
were classed by the Greeks as one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world? 


Between Serbia and Bam-Narmashir, the 
frontier district of Kirmiin, lies the cons 
able district of Bamptr, whose chief city 
hears the same name, Bampér has cv} 
been the most important place of Persian 


"See B. Meisiner, Babylonian and Assyrian ee 
cece tice Di) by L. W. King, Barly FY 
ped (1928, bibl.) by Syuiney Seth. “I 
Past and Prescot” by T. Walter Walbe™® 
Aun MTR 
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to be the 


i 1 is supposed 
paluchistans 2 i Gedrosia! (Makuran), 


the capital of pay 
2 The 


‘The chief feature 


Barbur.’ 
is a large, well built mud fort, 


crowning a elevation about 100 feet in 
height, about three miles north of the Bampar 
river, whose waters, regulated by dykes, are 
flooded over the neighbouring grain produc- 
inglands. In the Baluch classical poctty, 
the name of the place stands on the ‘OP. All 
the incontestable legacies of Baluch tradi- 
tional history are the child of Bamptr's 
medieval social life. For the past ten cen- 
turies, Bamptr takes the place of Babylon 
which had been since ages forgotten by the 
Baluchis. ‘There is such an absolute con- 
census cs testimony on the part of Baluch 
poets that we are fain to ey 
of Bamplir well deserved foes Sean 
pias bie renown. It was 
crowded mart where the 


* Makurdig. 

‘ator aa eco came by the Gresks as Gedroi, 

rr Spy eles hades gistabtosiektiene pro- 
same ame. apes ik TaN (Roa 


* "Persia and the 
NeaE ee ne * 


> eThe lands of the 
Png, Eastern Caliphate", by G. Le Strange, 
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commerce of the entire Baluch worl 

hands. ‘The city formed the vietualj 

for Baluch march further on. Tn the Teving 
af national spirit that followed after cen 

of chaos, Bampir in the 19th centy 

again the ceremonial capital of the indne 
dent Baluch chiefs. The classification of the 
entire race into major tribes, and, finally, 
into clans and sub-clans, took their root from 
the society that emerged from the soca 
political soil of Bamptr. The story of the 
Baluch exodus from Bampir towards Mak. 
urinsis one of the landmarks in the long 
history of decline. Inspite of Physical decay, 
the place is still the largest trading emporium 
in Persian Baluchistan, yielding supremacy 
only to a recent developed town, Zahidin, 
In the field of cultivation, the modern Bam- 
pr and its rural areas serve as the Ukairine 
of Persian Baluchistan. A noble belt of date 
palms supplies relief to the eye, and a sound 
living to the people. 


hageg 


Makuran is Baluchistan’s western gate, 
and Kech is its key. The history of Makuria 
is the history of Kech. The medieval Arab 
chroniclers mentioned it as Kiz or Kej. Kech 
Proper is the narrow tract of country bet- 
Ween Sami and Nasirabad lying on both 
sides of the Kech Khaur and including both 
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‘ges To this may be added 
these local Tlgattar. On the whole the 
Fidark ay has not much to complain of in 
Kech vr water, The entire cultivation is 
Tepe py irigation which isdrawn on Karezes 
cataurjos (water springs). Besides other 
ant yaions, the date-palm which grows in the 
siiley, enjoy the widest reputation, The 
vm Kech is applied in its broad sense not 
tly to the great central valley of Makurln, 
tomprising Mand, Tump, Kech proper, i.e. 
the country round Turbat, and the basin of 
Kolwa, but to many localities lying to the 
orth and south of the valley including 
Buleda, Dasht and Kuldinch. This is the 
Kech-Makurlin of history, Kesmacoran of 
Mareo Polo! and Kech-Makurin of Ibn 
Batitah? This was so called to distinguish 
it from Persian Makurin (Persian Balu 
chistan), the two regions combined were term- 
ed by the medieval Arab geographers as 


Makurlnate, comprising an area of ninety 
five thousand square miles. 


Some ancient dynasties have left silent 
records in shape of mounds and under 
Sround water channels known as Kérezes. 
Two miles west of Turbat in the Kech valley, 


|Teaels of Marco Polo’, Si H. Yule 
Safer NSweh Too Batutah, Vol I, (Egyptian edition). 
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is an old mound, named Bahmani, f, 
the son of Asfandiyar, eee 
tee of Firdausi. We have in Kech sce 
Kavezes bearing the names Kansl and Khor 
Kater te kings Kats and Kai Khusray, 
The Khusrawi Karez js too known as Uzzaj, 
Another Karez at Kaldtuk is famed as 
Sucvo-bad, which is to be properly named 
as Stadabad, which according to the local 
‘tion was excavated during the caliphate 
the second caliph of Isltm, 
Waqais, the conqueror and 
The old worn-out mud 
Hot Chief, Punnu, the 
¢ Sasuhi, the Somrah 
the bank of Kech 


ge of time. 


ther: 
Bahman, 


tradi 
of Hazrat ‘Umar, 
by Sfad bin Abi 

governor of “Irlq. 
fort of the Baluch 
well known lover 0 
princess, still stands on 
river to meet the challen, 


f the Kech valley appear (0 
d with strong commercii 
rchants trafficked in the 
middle cast. 

tly wares of Ceylon, 


‘The people 0 
have been endowe: 
instincts, and its me 
splendid wares of the 
mercantile marine and cos! 
Arab Sheikhdoms of the Gulf, and of the 
African coast were familiar in the waters 
rmarkets of Makosi, At. the endif 3 
thirteenth century, Marco Polo writes 
the people of ‘Kesmacoran’, that they ‘tives 
by merchandize and industry, wer Pp 
traders, and carried on much traffic bY Jan 
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and sea in all directions”. Our Ghicf infor- 
mant of the 18th century, ‘Ali Sher Kanei, 
states that caravan from Makurdn used to 
penetrate at one time as far as Cutch and 
Gujrit.! Kech continued to grow in size 
and importance in the fifteenth century under 
the benign despotism of the generous Rind 
Baluchis. The contemporary ballads extol- 
led Kech as the city second to none in the 
country. In bygone days Kech valley and 
its neighbouring areas were famed for its 
candy and sugar. The implements of tillage 
were as is today primitive in the extreme, 
A rude wooden ploughshare drawn by on ox, 
has but to scratch the surface, on which the 
seed thrown, produces an unsolicited crop. 
The needle work and embroidery of Kech 
has been and still is an indispensable testi- 
mony of Baluch art and culture, and it has 
attained so wide a celebrity that even in 
Western countries its originality and excel- 
lence has been much appreciated, 


Behind the Kalit highland, in the Ka- 
ehhi Plain, Gandawah enjoyed a reputation 
of great importance both in medieval and 
modern ages. Tt experienced an age of stormy 
"Se “Tutu Kika, writen ie 14 AD, by “AI Sher 

* See"Mujam-ut-Bolean’, by ‘Y'agit bin “Abdullah-al-Hamwi, 
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history. Any political change thar 
pened on its neighbouring western plates 
Gandawah received the impulse next day’ 
Tt has ever been an alluring ground for ai 
mountain interlopers. On several occasion 
Gandawah as a punishment for its contumacy, 
was given to destruction. Of its medieval 
history, we find references in the works of 
Arab chroniclers. It had been, however, 
a capital city, though of a restricted domi- 
nion under the Arabs. The ‘Abbasid caliph, 
al-Mansifr, appointed Hisham al-Taghlabi_as 
governor of Sind. The latter sent Amr ibn 
‘Jamal with a flect to penetrate into the terri- 
tories of Hind. He conquered Kashmir and 
al-Multan and further mediated and pacified 
a dissension among the Arab inhabitants of 
Kandabil (Gandawah). Caliph al-M‘utasim 
Billah appointed ‘Imran ibn Must ibn Yahys 
ibn Khalid al-Barmaki as governor of Sind 
in 221 H, He led an attack against the 
Kikinites who were Zutt (Jat), defeated 
them, and built a city named al-Baida, garri- 
soned it and made it a military base. 

wards he advanced to al-Mansttr_and_ thence 
to Kandabil which was situated on a moun- 
tain, and the ruler of the place was Muham- 
mad ibn al-Khaleel. ‘Imran captured the 
city of Kandabil and took its ruler a5 * 


* *Bottthal-Baldin’, by Al-Belddhuri, P. 232. 
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captive to Kusdar (Khuzdat).' On the north- 
eastern frontiers of Makurn and close to 
the Indian border, Tbn Haukal described 
two districts, namely, Taran of which the 
capital was Kusdar and Budha to the north 
of this of which the capital was Kandabil, 
He described Kandabil as a large city stand- 
ing solitary in the plain, no date palm grew 
here? Of its dependencies was the town of 
Kizkandn or Kikan,? which from its position 
is to be identified with the modern town of 
Kalat. According to Al-Istakhri, “Kandabil is 
agreatcity.... It is in the desert, and within 
confines of Budha”.* Al-Idrisi states, “.... 
from the confines of Nadha to the city of Kir 
{Kiz) about ten days, From Nadha to Tiz 
at the extremity of Makran, sixteen days . 

‘The town which the Nadhas most frequent. ... 
is Kandail”> Describing the ‘Seats of the 
Arab cantonments. in Sind’, Elliot observes 
that one was “Baiza”, another “Kuzdar”, and 
another “Kandabil”* (Kandail).* Such was 
the 16th century Gandawah in the words of 
Meer M’asim = “Near to Ganjabah, which is 
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one of the dependencies of Siwi, water gusha, 
up and flows out, in such wise a5 10 inundare 
a considerable extent of ground, and in thi, 
water there arc fish. At the skirt of one of the 
mountains of Ganjiibah, a sort of portico juts 
out, and there they have suspended an iron 
cage, and it is said that something has been 
deposited therein, but the hand of no one 
n reach it, If, in order to attempt to reach 
it from above, some one should be sent to 
cast a rope, from the upper part of the moun. 
tain, it will be found to be still a long way 
from it, and the upper part of the mountain 
is smooth, while the place itself is at a consi- 
derable distance from the ground”. In 
Elliot's Historians, the above passage has been 
rendered thus: “Amongst the hills of Ganjava 
there is a lofty one from which hangs an 
iron cage, in which they say there is some- 
thing placed but it cannot be got at, If 
any one descends to it from above, by a rope, 
it moves away, and if they attempt to reach 
it from beneath, the summit rises to. the stars 
and the earth recedes,?2 


During the Arab hegemony over Sind 
and Makuran, Gandawah was the con- 
necting military link between Sind and 


‘A History of Sind’ by Meer M'astim, 
* Vol. 1, P. 238, > 
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central Kalat plateau—the Taran of the 


Arab chroniclers. Tt was the entrepot of trade 
Between Sind and the rest of Baluchistan, 
and vied with other districts as a productive 
Jand, When the fifteenth century drew to 
its close, the Baluchis flooded Gandawah, 
and the entire Kachhi plain became crowded 
with doughty warriors whose encampments 
consisted of white and black tents, and armed 
for the most part with shaft and arrows, with 
Tong curve-edged swords and a smaller cir 
cular buckler or target, mounted on fast Aral 
breed stecds, and prone to their marauding 
eraft, tramped the plain stretching from the 
fellside of the Kalat highlands to the verdant 
‘meads of Sibi and Dhadar. The thriving 
city became the relentless scene of many 


gable women of her 
ance, Gan- 
er and golden works 
lowing accounts 

uchi ballads, 


‘of its past 
perennial 


‘SIWI (SIBI). 


 . 


fame from Sewi, a Hindu princess of the 
ed 
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water of the master-spring Mulla, expand, 
itself with all the luxury of new-found case 
in the flat alluvial plain of Gand&wah proper, 
but the rest of the neighbouring plain extend. 
ing from the mountain base to the plain of 
Sind is one of incredible natural fertility, and 
it is a sad spectacle to sce stores of potential 
wealth lying idle in a land that is ever be 
wailing its poverty. 


Who founded Siwi and by what means 
came about their mutilation and decline, we 
are furnished with no historical data where- 
upon to construct a reliable reply, and hence, 
unable to fill up this neglected page of his- 
tory, hitherto. Whatever part, myths and 
legends have played in determining the no- 
menclature of the place, we need not much 
admit the same element into a discussion of 
its real history which yet needs further re- 
search. However, it isa place of antiquity, 
_ and according to local tradition, it derives its 


} Face or dynasty, who ruled over this 


93H. (712 A.D.) ch 


‘The Sibi Fort 
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i plain and that he founded the place. 

peal seasictorie, eli apten Ease Ge 

excavated in Kalit Meeri fort which show 

some signs of a Hindu dynasty ruling over 
this part of the country. Prior to, and at 
the time of the rise of Islim, according to 
Sindian annals, there existed an extensive 
Hindu kingdom on the Indus, which exten- 
ded on the north as far as the then frontiers of 
the kingdom of Kashmir; on the north-east to 
the frontiers of the state of Kannauj; from Ma. 
kurdn and Karwan or Kardan and Kirkaniin or 
Kikann, on the west; and Sifrat on the south- 


east; to the fronticrs of Sijistan (Seistin), the 
southern boundary of the extensive territor 


ry 
called Balytis and subsequently Kandahar, But 
Raverty strongly 


any of the 
rab conquest, 
nity of Siwi, 
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this ruler. ‘The Sindi Historian 
Dal Rai was the ruler of Sind, 
out with his brother, Chutha 
Med to Baghdfd, embraced Islfim, and yh. 
then caliph assisted him with a small contig 
sent besidles few Syed families. He came back 
to Sind. Dali Rai gave his daughter jg 
marriage to one of those Sayeds.! The for. 
mer, according to traditions, gloried in blood 
and raised his evils on the graves. of respect: 
able men, All goodness was poison to his 
stomach, and held in chase peoples honour 
wp and down. He would cohabit, as wadi- 
tioned, with his daughter, and several 
were the issues of his dear oflince from the 
sin-conceiving womb of his dughter, and 
thereby incurred the wrath of the Almighty 
who destroyed his city. The author of 
Tashan “Tahisi states that Chuthi ‘Ameiai 
ne back to Sind, dicd at Siwistin and 

Few chroniclers have com 

swith Siwistin, but this 

. The finde car 
nor W 

2 ‘Shwistin 


Staley thar 
and he fel 
“AMEDI, Who 
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with the early geographical not 
of Makurn, Kandahse, 
dependent on Mulufn, the movemenn of 
Baluchis, the Rejptts, Jats, and other wiles op 
Sind. In the reign of Sultin NasinwdcDin 
Kabajah, the Arabic chronicle, entitled 
the “Fateh Nimeh’', of “Chronicle of 
Victory”, known to us from the translation 
as the “Chach Nimeh, was rendered ints 
Persian, and dedicated to the Sultiin’s wazkr, 
the Sadr-i-Jabita and “Ain-ulsMutk, Husain, 
son of Abl-Bakr al-Ash‘arl, and in this chron- 
icle Siwi and its districts have been mentioned 
and shown totally distinct from Siwistiin, 
At that time Wakiya, the son of Ponntin 
Channtin ruled the Siw! district belonging 
to Bakhar Sarkitr of Muliin Stbah (province), 
‘The author of Aln-i-Akbarl while describ 
ing the boundaries of the Sarkar of Kandahar, 
states: “Tt extends in breadth from § 
to Farrih. It has Siwl on the south, 
Farrah on the west, and Kabul and Ghaznin 
“bety east and north", Nothing can 
clearer than this, that the diss 
does not refer to Siwistiin. The 
in another place states thar 


Hes and annals 
and. the territory 
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i “the pat", and it is go, 
of this part a5 nd B 
Siiled the “Dasht Bediri”. Beda, ime 
aa word, meaning ‘wakefulnes hocays 
travellers crossing this belt of desert were 
freque 


nly troubled from predatory Balyg, 
bands from the hill: 


js to the north, 

Ie is in the chronicle of Istakhri thar 
we here the first mention of Siwi and 
its district. The district round Siwi was 
known to the Arab geographers as Balis 
otherwise Balish or Wallishtn. The 
capital city according to Istakhri was Siwi 
or Siwah but the governor generally resided 
at al-Kasr (the castle), a small town sit- 
uated one league distant from Asfanjay 
or ‘Safanjavi,? the second city of the dis- 
trict; the exact cite of which have not 
been identified but which lay two marches 
from Siwi on the road to Banjaway of 
Rukhaj2? 


Owing to the exposed position of Siwi, 
between the mouths of the Bolan and 
ane it has suffered from constant 
ieges. During the earlier part of its 
Bsr Sivl followed the fortunes of Sind 
ulin rather than those of Khurdsin 


Te nl 
MarettPiAM is the modern town of SinfAwi, 


‘Fastera caliphate", p, 333; of. tstakhri- 


Chakar Rind capture 
jm Nanda. The Baluch chief held his 
pour twenty five years. Latter 
f Siwi surrendered to the 
Arghiin Chief, Shah Beg, in 1511 A.D. The 
latter went the way of all the earth in 1522, 
and his son Mirza Shah Husain bestowed the 
government of the place on Sultan Mahmad 
Khan, son of Meer Fazal, Kokaltash.' Meer 
Méastim states that Sultin Mahmud “took 
several forts which has been held by 
Talochls oeaay years, He severely chastised 
se vicious people of Kohistan and 
Vwonght hea, het subjection”? In 1554, 
jusain supped all his porridge, 


Amect 


sway for a 
on, the town o} 


! Kokahash is @ Mu 
Pee 
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as divided between Mina ay 
Tarkhan and Sultan (Mahmud: In 1573, 
the latter submitted his submission to Empe. 
vie Akbar, the Mughal, who confitmed 1, 
him as a fief, the i district.! Afier the 
extinction of the Argbtin line, the Pang 
Pathans who were since long waiting the 
upshot of events, took possession of Siwi, 
Neer M'astim Bakhari, in after years, was 
placed in charge of Siwi, and he in 1003 H, 
(December, 1594 A. D.) captured Siwi from 
the Panris. Meer M’astim in his history gives 
a graphic description of the remarkable 
features of contemporary Siwi and the coun- 
try round. He states: ‘Another of the won- 
ders of this part is, that, to the north of 
Siwi, a gumbaz or dome appears, which, 
in the Sindi language they call ‘marr ogher’, 
but, when any one goes there, nothing is 
to be seen, Itis said that Sultan Mahmtd 
Khan, on one occasion, assembled together 
between 2,000 and 3,000 people, and, hand 
inhand, they proceeded to the summit of that 
mountain (Range on which it appeared), and 
ae thing was to be seen, neither did they 
whee They say it is a talisman 
this Re ancients have there devised, and 
one cette hoard is there buried. 08 
Darwesh did find something 
— 


ee 


jis realm 4 
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there, after which, great numbers of persons 
went in hopes of discovering something, but 
found naught”, In the time of Emperor 
Akbar, Siwi was one of the twelve Mahalls 
of the Bakhar Sarkar of Mulan Stbah, 
In one place Abul Faal states that Ganjabah 
(Gandawah) is a dependency of Siwi. Siwi 
added to the Mughal Weasury annually 13 
lakhs, 81 thousand, 930 dams in cash, but 
nothing in kind, as Kandahar Mahalls paid, 
After the expiry of Aurangzeb, the central 
integrity of the empire began to wane day 
byday. Disintegration, disorder and disaffece 
tion became the order of the day. Civil 
strife, the rising power of the Marhattas, the 
devastating invasions of Nadir Shah and 
Abmad Shah Abdali, the emergence of the 
British empire, all these combined, chiefly 
brought about the speedy downfall of the 
succeeding puppet rulers of the house of 
Babar Badshah who founded the Mughal emp- 
‘ire which was destined to last for more than 
‘two centuries. From the second half of the 18th 

the middle of the 19th century, 


of Baluchistan became the 
of an Imperial race, the British 
mo ruled the Jand as Olympian gods, 
4 her more than one thousand 
name Siwi to Sibi. 

0 its strategic position and the 
iveness of its soil, Siwi, 
the annals of the coun- 
and modern ages. In 
a country remarkable for its dead towns, 
Siwi earns a well merited palm. Heaps of 
debris, so many structures run to ruin, 
which were once dwelling-houses are now 
formless mounds of brick. It has been sacked 
and repeopled on more than one occasion and 
the surroundings of the town once studded 
with villages, and forts, now lay in comp- 
petine ‘The remains of ancient sites well 
Fp Rae cr and spectacle of a 
‘Av Tioa dea coe and died in flame. 
Siwi plain na century, the entire 
ly vote eastward was abundan- 
of forestry and owis ‘was no system of science 
atienithl eee ee ee OL TERE 
nigh po eae ‘growth has been well 


Owing « 
fertility and product 
figured prominently in 
try both in medieval 
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THE CHARACTER OF BALUCH RACE. 


Heredity and environments are main 
factors which build and determine the cha- 
racter of an individual as well as of a race. 
By heredity we mean peculiar racial instincts, 
traditions, customs, conventional laws and 
rules of honour, As regard environments, 
the physical and climatic factors, social orga- 
nisation and social contact are the basic 
factors that give shape to the character of 
acertain race. Ifheredity is less influenced 
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1 The physical conformati 
ined ot ee presents the ion of 
the ® des and extreme varieties of scen, ; 
eeeraete corresponding with those of aj. 
and of nthe debilitating heat ofthe plaing 
titades For of mountain heights, the raci 
£0 tae eed archaic habits of many of ity 
ta gomadism and tribalism (Feudalism), 
FT coponsile for phenomenon that has 
iholly disappeared from the civilized coun. 
vies and races. Baluchistan has been in the 
track of invading armies, and as the human 
tide has ebbed and flowed, it has deposited its 
virtues and vices upon the Baluch soil, But 
the Baluchis constituting an enormously pre- 
ponderant majority have not borrowed 
the traits of alien races or tribes forming 
decided majority or decided minority. The 
Paluch social code ever succeeded the 
‘invasion of alien customs, Nomadism or 
ae pei) where in the orient 


ni} 


and the fortune of the nomad always runs 
against the natural disposition or inclination, 
‘The science of defence, artless sincerity, bra. 
very, forbearance, simplicity of manners 
and hospitality are the virtues which a Ba- 
luch masters under the tutorage of Nature 
in the vast academy of Nomadism.' Tribal 
feeling is strong among the Baluch people. 
Deference to headmen, of the tribe, clan, 
village or camp, is universal. Simple-minded 
and innocent of the villainy and debaucheries 
of the city life, the Baluchis are free from all 
blemishes that breeds out of the influence of 
the court and camp, ie, sedition, greed and 
opportunism, Rough, ignorant and flerce, 
little religion is known to them but that of 
blood, which displays itself in tribal feuds, 
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ander the shade of barbarian’s ten, 
under the more costly canopy which ci 
tion expands over the heads of her song: 
‘The Baluchisare amongst the races of men why 
display the most perfect physical organizg, 
tion, and the Baluch accent upon the 
cal rather than mental qualities of man proved 
far more a curse than & blessing to the collec 
tive welfare of the race, The loom of time 
moves step by step with them, and they heed 
but little for high pressure and the roaring of 
the wheels, ‘The reprehensible system of 
feudalism (tribalism) pitted one tribe against 
another tribe, one chief against another chief, 
and thus the eamity of both individual and 
Lfibes relieved the purse of the chiefs, who 
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History is replete with instances of the abso. 
Jute power achieved by rulers who united in 
themselves both temporal and spiritual offices. 
Under the fendal system the entire Baluch 
race suffered from the tyranny of a chiefship 
which forced complete acceptance of tradi- 
tional ideas and gave little opportunity for 
intellectual freedom. As it is, the tribesmen 
dislike the chiefs, and, when the call comes 
for their close co-operation, ‘To your moun- 
tains, O Baluchis’ is more aptly to be the 
tribesman’s response. In fact tribalism or 
feudalism proved a permanent curse for the 
entire race, because it has distorted and divi- 
ded them into different hostile camps, and, 
moreover, it is a system of administration in 
ery actor, namely, the tribes and the 

., in different aspects, both the 
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, pride and customs which 4, 
aren the masters of the Pid 
tile Crescent, Babylon.’ The Proud heritage 
the venerable Kaldians still survives. with 
fall vigour in the Baluch veins. P The 
civilization is. slowly but steadily laying its 
crystallising finger on the social structure of 
‘he Baluch race, and, we cannot predict, how 
far, the proud Baluch traditional code wij) 
succeed in holding itself against its horrid and 
odious onset. A Baluch, however, is a noble 
specimen of his ancient ancestors, the Semites, 
Sir William Ousley states that in his opinion 
Baluch are of Hejfizi Arab descent,? and com. 
pares their character to those of Hejazi Arabs 
and finds them similar, ¢.g. both are warlike, 
both by no means favourable to fine arts or 
cultivation, both are robbers and love shed. 
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that the Baluchis are a master race, hold 

master blood. Even an ordinary tick 
meagre means is so fired with noble self- 
estcem that on matters of lineal prestige and 
pride or promise, he is prone to swear on his 
head with swaggering assertion, as ‘Sulinen 
Sar’ (kingly head). He finds his equal or 
match only in his own blood. Whatever be 
the merit of their claim, we have to admit 
and acknowledge that the Baluch people have 
kept their blood purity and distinction of 
character to the best of their means and 
efforts. According to a Baluch, a real regard 
to the purity of pedigree preserves the har- 
mony of public and private life and the fusion 
and mixture of foreign blood is the sure source 
of decay, degeneration, disorder and discord. 
Genealogy has been and is still their master 
save the Arabs and the 
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marriage with the near relations is genera) 
‘and endogamy is strictly practised with jt, 
hard and fast rules co an extent that agin jg 
never allowed to marry out of the family anq 
meted to become one ofthe several wives of 
a near relation or pass her days unmarried, 
«Pivorce is rare among the Baluch as the 
usual punishment for infidelity is death and 
it is considered a disgrace to put away a wife 
for other reasons.’ Corruption and viees 
prevail everywhere and in every race, but 
without any pride and prejudice, it can be 
positively asserted that the Baluch honour, 
even in this faministic age, has not tolerated 
to see public sale of their women’s honour in 
brothel area, as is the case with all other 
races, and no individual or race can challenge 
the veracity of this bold and positive assertion. 
As the descendants of the glorious Kaldians, 
a mace of rulers who deified themselves for 
cent founded , 
legen ee mes aaeinn great 
. Precisely conscience 


oftheir racial pi 
N Talc aide do feel an esteemed race. 
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haughty vocation: “A Jam may be Jam but 
he is a Jadgal by descent, and therefore is no 
equal of the princely race of Baluchis".!. This 
over-vanity has proved emphatically a per- 
manent curse to every Baluch. In_ political, 
social and other fields, he sceks in his own 
blood, the fittest rival to quench his venom. 
It is a fact that every Baluch is a permanent 
danger and a constant threat to another 
Baluch, or in brief, every Baluch is anti- 
Baluch. We narrate an anecdote which 
clearly illustrates the spirit that governed and 
still governs the Baluch life. In the closing 
years of the 18th century, seven persons of 
the Qaisarani sub-clan of the Buzheri clan of 
the Gishkauri tribe, once set out on a journey. 
At night they halted ata place and unloaded 
4 to Baluch wont, 
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an to draw flour. The 
Soa his hand inside the Gam 
en, He, to0, quietly took out his 
hand without informing any of his com. 
panions, and so 0M) with like spirit of base 
Concealment, jealousy and spleen, when the 
seventh man was bitten, he cried out and 
disclosed the evil, and afterward, the other 
six persons remarked that they had already 
met the same fatal fate, Consequently all 
died, and this calamitous incident became 
proverbial, only to be cited, Similar indivi- 
dual as well as collective curse has injured 
severely the roots of Baluch unity and hege- 
mony, and, finally, the turn of Fortune's 
wheel paved the way for the establishment 
of alien chicfhips and phylarchies upon 
Baluch soil at the expense of Baluch people 
who accepted their authority unmurmuringly. 
For example, the Barakzai’ chiefship of 
Bampiir; the Gichki* chiefs of Makuran; the 


asked 
man wh 
was too bitt 
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alien dynasties who had since ages established 
their hegemony over Baluch tribes, are 
enough to indicate a history of disorder and 
disunity, decay and disintegration. Physi. 
cally, the Baluchis area strong people who 
en masse appear to be impervious to social 
degeneration, but politically they are indis- 
putably among the most disunited people 
that ever history has recorded, 


Hospitality and bravery are the herit- 
age ofa Baluch.! Generosity is the salt of 
their life, revenge an article of faith, and 
loyalty the key point of their character. The 
Baluch character is quite distinct and different 
from other neighbouring races. A Baluch is 
brave, firm and fixed, sedate and serene, both 
in the hour of victory or defeat, in weal or 
woe. The vices which expose a man when 
he is lavishly paid, are quite unknown to an 
ordinary Baluch. History is mute to cite a 
single instance wherein the Baluchis at the 
eve of defeat, disaster and dismay, surrendered 
with disgrace or timidity. For a Baluch to 
fight and die is death destroying death, while 
fearing dying pays death coward breath. In 
the first world war when the world armies 
joined the blood of bitterness ina vein of 


"The County of Balochistan”, by ASW. Harb P-Alh 
"Aeros the Border by Oliver, 26 


and launched the mortal ¢q, 
against Germany, the British wen 
demanded reoruits from the Marri tbe 
they refused and unclasped the purple fea, 
‘twar, ‘The British army consisting of ee 
ivision, armed ( the teeth, utder th 
mand of General Hardy besieged the 


Teaguey 


comt 
Marri territory. War dragged on for six 
months and the brunt of the disastrous war 


ought the tribe to the brink of utter rujn, 
Several villages were bombed and blown to 
‘At length, peace was patched up. Ac 


bits, 
er of the tribe, a 


Kahan, the headquar 
Darbar was held, and the then Agent to the 
Governor General and Chief Commissioner 
in Baluchistan addressed the Jeading tribes- 
men. After the Darbar, the agent to the 
Governor General pointed towards the Marri 
Chief, Nawab Khair Bakhsh Khan, and said: 
“Well the Marris will not dare in future to 

against the British.” “Yes Sahib", re- 
joined the Nawab, ‘‘the British too, will not 
dare to ask for recruits.”” 


Tn 1898, Meer Baluch Khan Nausher- 
wani declared an open and avowed renun- 
ciation of the British imperilism at Makurdn. 
‘The Baluchis captured the Turbat fort, 
made an attack on a survey party led by 
Captain Burn in the Kolwa Hills. Killed 
many men and looted a large quantity 
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ie government property. The port of 
‘Pasni was sacked, and destroyed the telegraph: 
jine between Pasni and Gwadar. Colonel 
Mayne commanding a strong column of 
four hundted infantry reached the scene and 
encountered the Baluchis at the defile of 
Gokprosh, south of Turbat. The British army 
completely beleaguered the enemy, and there 
was not a shadow of hope to escape, but 
to parley, fight or surrender. Meer Baluch 
Khan was promised quarter with dignity, 
in case he surrenders, but he refused 
expressly, and challenged the British arms 
to brave his fields. He stood firm and 
formidable like a mortar-piece to blow the 
enemy, and preferred to die than be debased. 
At last, after a bloody contest, he drank 
the cup of martyrdom alongwith one hundred 
and fifty of his men, and was entombed 
on the field with all other martyrs. The 
fatal field of Gokprosh and the graves 
of the Baluch heroes, serve to this day an 
open and bold monument of Baluch bravery 
and tenacity, and teach a veritable lesson 
to the future generations relating the peace 
of heaven to be theirs that lift their swords in 
such a just war. Likewise, in the middle of 
the nineteenth century, the Baluch Tiberius, 
the nightmare of Sind, Meer Bijar Dombki, 
challenged and defied the might and majesty 
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ish government, who offered him 

censive jagit besides the title of Nawab. 

an cxier he refused, saying, “that a hungry 

well accommodated in the forest 

within a palace”, and 

of his life against 
justice." 


fought for the 
British aggression an 

We now give some accounts of Baluchis 
as given by the English people who lived 
‘vith, fought against and ruled over the 
faluch people in Baluchistan and Sind for 
about one hundred years. The remarks 
ofthe rival camp are usually unbiased and 
jught bear testimony not far from truth, 
Their description is not deluded by surface 
show, all of them impartially stripped the 
tinsel from the gilt gingerbread. “The 
Riloch,” we are told, “represents in many 
respects a very strong contrast with his 
neighbour the Pathan. The political organi- 
zation of each is tribal which the one 
yields a very large measure of obedience 
eR pie who is a sort of limited monarch, 
Px Te m0 authority save that 
is fe ig Both have most 
Rete) aint Sears 
To both ng nd and semi-civilized life. 
— is a sacred duty and 
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the safely ‘of guest’ inviolable, both look 


exaction of “blood for blood’ as 


upon the 
the first duty of man; both follow strictly 
a code of honour of their own. But one 


(Baluch) atiacks his enemy from the front, 
the other from behind, the one (Baluch) is 
pound by his promises, the other (Pathan) 
ty his interests, and Biloch less fanatical 
than Pathan, he has less of God in his 
ereed and less of devil in his nature. Hix 
(Baluch) frame is shorter and more spare 
and wiry than that of his neighbour (Pathan) 
to the north. Frank and open in his manners 
and without seevility, fairl truthful when 
not corrupted by our (English) courts, faithful 
to his word, temperate and enduring and 
looking upon courage as the highest virtue, 
the true Biloch of Derajat frontiers is one 
of the pleasantest men we have to deal 
with in the Punjab... A prominent 
British statesman draws a critical picture 
about the character of the two races, i. 
the Baluch and Pathan, and delivers his 
glowing remarks as such: “If we take the 
Afghan or Afridi, as the northern type, 
and the Rind Baluch (the Arab) as the 
southern type, then the distinctions drawn 


88 


rs generally hold good. The 
er to dea with and to control 
Pathan, owing (© his tribal 
iis freedom from bigoted 
jance to his priest, 
the chief of his clan, 


py Jace write! 


Baluchi 15 © 
than the 
anization, and 
ie or blind alleg 
id honours 
greater authority in the 
tribal councils than is the ease with the 
Pathan, ‘The Pathan is a republican of 
be vwort type, He iss/lawiano himself, 
and although he is very much under the 
influence of the Mullah, he has always an 
eye to business, even in his most fanatical 
outbursts. Both are warlike and predatory, but 
theie methods of fighting differ essentially, 
ven when engaged in intet-tribal warfare. 
‘The Baluch fights openly, and faces his 
enemy boldly. There is a rough form of 
chivalry amongst the Baluch warriors, who 
are in most respects worthy descendants 
of the Arab conquerors of Asia. 


The Pathan will make use of any 


org 
fanatil 
He respects a! 
who poscesses. £2 


es of his enemy, possibly sooner 
Petites them fom behind. Yet 
Pathan may be trusted 10 
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be well understood. : 
Tittle to choose Ee ara thee i 
tatives of cither people, It would be dieu 
to match the stately dignity and im; Saal 
presencoset ial alisha Ghiehacbane 4utt 
and Bugti clans. When clothed in oie 
which is decently clean (which only happens 
ata Darbar), with his long hair well-oiled 
and ringletted, and his trappings of war- 
knives, sword and shield, all well polished 
and shing easily about—he is as fine a 
figure of a man as can be found in Asia. 
His Semitic features are those of the Bedouin, 
and he carries himself as straight and as 
Jofiy as an Arab gentleman of Nejd.”” 
Another British statesman acknowledges in 
his own imitable way the bravery of the 
Baluchis: ‘The third measure of this policy,” 
remarks Demetrius, ‘‘as it may be termed 
‘of limited defence, would be {o raise a 
corpse of 10,000 Belooches—perhaps the best 
fighting men in Asia as a set off against 
the Gzars Turcomans.”? The battle of 
Miani (February 18, 1843) dawned the 
Baluch sovereignty over Sind in waves of 
blood. A desperate fight ended in complete 


ted British cannons 
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mercilessly threw forth their iron in, 
against the bravest ranks of the 
In an ill-omened hour the British impet 
flag supplanted the Baluch standard On the 
towers of Hyderabad fort, 10 the grag 
dismay and misfortune of the Baluch ; 
After the blood-won victory, the then Gover. 
nor-General of India, Lord Ell 

wrote to the Secretary of State for India, 
“The army of Sinde has twice beaten the 
bravest enemy in Asia, under circumstance 
which would equally have obtained for it the 
victory over the best troops in Europe......,..” 
In the annals of the British conquest of 
India, the British arms was never put to 
the touch so severely as they encountered 
in the memorable battle of Miani. The 


ign 
ta ation 
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shout, the English guns were run forward 
into position, the infantry closed upon the 
Fullailee with a run, and rushed up the 
sloping bank. ‘The Beloochs having their 
matchlocks laid ready in rest along the 
summit waited until the assailants were 
within fifteen yards cre their volley was 
delivered; the rapid pace of the British 
and the steepness of the slope on the inside, 
deceived their aim, and the execution was 
not great; the next moment, the 22nd 
were on the top of the bank, thinking 
to bear down all before them, but they 
staggered back in amazement at the forest 
‘of swords waving in their front! ‘Thick as 
standing corn, and gorgeous as a field of 
flowers, stood the Beloochs, in their many 
d garments and turbans; they filled 

deep bed of the Fullailee, they 

the both banks and covered 


2 
were heard and seen along the whole line ang 
such a fight ensued as has seldom been 
or told of in the records of war. For ever 
the wild warriors came close up, sword and 
shield in advance, striving in all the fierce. 
ness of their valour to break into the oppos. 
ing ranks; no fire of small arms, no push 
of bayonets, no sweeping discharges of grapes 
from the guns, which were planted in one 
mass on the right, could drive the gallant 
fellows back; they gave their breasts to the 
shot, they leaped upon the guns and were 
blown away by twenties at a time, their 
dead went down the steep slope by ‘hund- 
reds’; but the gaps in their masses were 
continually filled up from the rear, the 
survivors of the front rank still pressed fore 
ward, with unabated fury, and the bayonct 
and the sword clashed in full and frequent 
conflict. 


“Thus they fought in their fearful strug- 
gle, never more than three yards apart, and 
often intermixed and several times the differ- 


‘A nineteenth century Baluch Chief. 
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a skilful horseman. and conspicuous from his 
peculiar headgear, half helmet and half 
turban, was always at the point of greatest 
presure and then manfully the swarthy 
soldiers recovered the ground, 


“Three hours and a half this storm of 
war continued without abatement and still 
the Beloochs undismayed at their honour 
pressed forward the furious force, their number 
seeming to augment instead of decreasing. 
‘As the battle continued with unabated fury 
Sir Charles Napier............changed his strat- 
egy. He knew that the Beloochs could not 
be defeated in a frontal attack, So he 
devised a flanking movement on the right. 
‘This wing was lightly defended and so the 
surprise move proved successful and the 
Beloochs enveloped from the right were 
confronted with an attack from the rear. 
‘And yet they fought with enhanced ferocity. 
“A soldier bounding forward drove his bay- 
‘net, into the breast of a Belooch, instead 
of falling the rugged warrior cast away his 
shicld and seizing the musket with his left 
hand writhed his body forward on the bay- 
onet, until he could with one sweep of his 


oF 

sBlowever, the battle was lost and slowly 
the Beloochs began "0 retreat, yet not in 
dispersion nor with marks of fear in heavy 
y moved keeping together with 
their broad shields slung over their backs 
their heads half turned and their eyes glar- 
ing with fury. The victors followed closely 
pouring in volley alter volley until tired of 
Moughtering. Yet these stern implacable 
svnarirs still preserved their habitual swinging 
stride and would not quicken it to a run 

though death was at their heels. 


«Two or three thousand who were on the 


extreme right having passed by the cavalry 
ir position and seemed 


immediately turned upon 
discharges of grape and 
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shane : 
ab a M qrue and forcible sketch 

pe age, DANE and tenacity of the 
¢ the CNL gy these elooch, whether they 


ot, were equip- 
All were 


. 

ee 1 little but bone and sinew, 
‘Theit swords broad and short, slightly curved 
and of the finest tempers had edges almost 
as keen #8 that of Saladin’s scimitar when 
he astounded the crusaders by severing the 
floating veil. Napier asserts that in all their 


sword-whetters. 
proved themselves terrible antagonists in 
Homeric single combat, and were 
hen their wounded strewed 
the Dervish swordsmen of 
. carried matchlocks be- 
‘Sir Charles Napier 

to be infinitely 
.- These 


many a 
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fought it out with desperate resolution and 
died to aman rather than yield." Postans 
spent. several years in Sind and his personal 
contact with Baluchis of all shades led him 
to speak of the character of the race in 
terms of accustomed warmth: “The Bilochis 
are the dominant party as the latest conquer- 
ors of the country and came from mountain 
regions to the westward; they are feudatory 
holders of the soil “an indolent and insolent 
race, before when even the late ruling princes 
were obliged to quail, for with the arms 
in their hands, looking upon the country 


first discharging their matchloc 
dashed over the bank with a 

With desper 
tion—but down went these 


swordsmen under the 4 


ad pistols 


ate resolu. 
bold and skilful 
Superior power of mus. 
No man of 
no Biloch ix considered dre, 


sword—it ix as 


buy 
ket and bayonets,”” 


Y rank and 
sed without his 
necessary a part of his 
costume as 4 cap or turban, The Biloch 
acknowledges the rights of hospitality and 
never fails to entertain the Stranger and after 
he has shared every meal, they sit with him 
(guest) round their blazing fire or under 
bright moonlight and amuse him with rude 
Songs or wilder tales of predatory deeds, 
Field sport is the ruling passion of every 
0 


utation of being a good fighting 


in his habits and endued with 
‘of endurance, being capable 
prolonged fatigue on very poor 
.. Until comparatively recent years 
Jked upon fighting as their 
agriculture and the 
the whole, the Baloch 
‘and are generally well 


a 
“py Posans 1), 
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They are @ frank, good mannered 
people and in the characteristics of truth 
and honour afe superior to their Afghan 
neighbours. ‘To their chiefs they are docile 
and obedient though their bearing to others 
js proud and independent. The best cha- 
racteristics are their fidelity, truthfulness, hos- 
pitality and the treatment of their women, and 
their faults, indolence, pride and perhaps 
.-The rule of war was never 


affected 


yversensitiveness... 
to molest women or children, and women 
could go out safely when their male relations 
were in the midst of war. Boys were consi- 
dered fair prey as soon as they assumed the 
toga virilis in the shape of a pair of 
paijamas.""? The Encyclopaedia Britannica 
concludes: The Baluches are a handsome, 
active race of men, not possessing great 
physical strength, but inured to changes of 
climate and season, and capable of enduring 
every species of fatigue. In their habits they 
are pastoral and much addicted to preda- 
Set course of which they do 
pepe mmmit every kind of outrage 
ctuelty—they are considered i 
Meramec cee 
ther reliable resource 
© “Relchisten day 
r trict, Pr soggh St Wel Series™, Vol, I, Sibi 
Beitancs, Vo. 9tb Edition, P23. 
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concludes, “Koch and Baloch are the names 
of certain races of barbarous people wha 
inhabit the mountains on the border of 
Kirman. Itis said they are descended. fom 
Arabians of Hejaz. Their employments are 
fighting and shedding of blood, thieving and 
robbing on the roads. If at any times it 
happens that they cannot find strangers, 
they murder one another, plundering and 
destroying cach others property. ‘Thus even 
brothers, near relations and friends quarrel— 
and they consider this as a. pleasant occupa 
Centuries of racial, political and 
social hatred and conflict between the Per- 
sians and Bialuchis created a wide gulf of 
enmity between the two races. The Persian 
never respect the Baluch whom he has been 
taught to despise. With all the prejudices 


100 


They are uncivilized, but even in 


safety a 
Mery ate are contented and proud... They 
that stat for their, braveryand martial 
areista _bravery-and mart 
ares Finda in, is) “SuikboNERaCh® by 
spirit 8 vihem to wild ram, for they would 


nd never turned their 
“The Baluchis 


folk with justice and equa- 


an 


lity.’ 
Racial instincts and conventions ¢o- 
mingled with nomadism and tribalism deve- 
Joped among the Baluchis, the glaring traits 
of loyalty, hospitality and generosity, which 
are the common quality of the Baluch of 
blue blood. “It may be noted”, describes 
Dames, “however, that the Baluch exalts 
generosity into the first of all the virtues, 
while greed is condemned as the worst of 
crimes, entailing the most severe punish- 
peat A Baluch reckons no other factor or 
feature but that of generosity to raise an 
individual to the status of a saint, Almost 
cvery village grave-yard having a patron 

saint, who in his lifetime w: ayes 
tribal elder, and addi Gees eed 
time or ressed both in his life 
as ‘Sakhi’ (the generous) 


an Niche, by “All Razm Ardy : % 


* "Popular 
posit Of the Raloches", by ML. Dames, = 


11 


because of his generosity. The shrines of 
these departed saints are an object of atten= 
tion and pilgrimage, and cach stone added 
to the commemorative pile denotes a vow 
fulfilled, The shrines of such personalities 
are ubiquitous in the tribes, and, we have, 
among the Marts, Sakhi (the generous} 
Babswalin; the Bugds revere Sakhi Suhel; 
Sakhi Ghuliim ‘All of the Gishkaurls; Sakhi 
Rindhin of the Mazar} tribe; Sakhl Sobda, the 
patron saint of the Buledis of Jacobabtd, and 
Sakld Thangav who is extolled by the Boliia 
Baluchis and the Kalmath of Makueia coast, 
Sixicenth century Rinds were so famed for 
their feats of generosity that it became prover- 
bial among the succeeding generations, 
Rind of patrician order vied each other 


and swords, etc, was a common sight among 
the proad Rinds, Generosity, hospitality, bra. 
horemanship and loyalty were the main 
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among p2Upers: A special staff was appoin- 
ted to superintend and regularize the accounts 
and expenses ofthe guests and keep record 
of the money, cattle and flocks meant for 
distribution. His example was enthusiast. 
cally envied by other comtemporary Baluch 
chiefs of renown and resources, The guest 
house of the then Mazari Chief at Rojhin, 
provided 200 beds at a time to the guests, 
‘and often the guest house would be so crow- 
ded, that tents were pitched to accommo- 
date guests. Likewise, the generosity of 
other Baluch Chiefs varied in degree accord- 
ing to their resources and respect, and every- 
where the same atmosphere prevailed. The 
tribes, not the less, equally shared with 
their chiefs in liberality and hospitality to 
the extent of their available means. Each 
tribe, conventionally cither reserved certain 
share of their produce or permanently 
part of their cultivated lands to their 
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being supplied with th 
offer.”? © Best the hog can 
In the Baluch Code to av 

Hier eons, ten Si is 

e tri ling to 
the tribal law, calls for blood. In some eng 
murder was reckoned up by the usual rate of 
compensation differing among each tribe 
which is similar to that of the bloodwite 
(diyah) accepted by the Arabs, The murder 
ofone man led to internicine blood feuds, 
lasting for generations. Even a slight inflicted 
on a neighbouring tribe would raise a feud, 
avendetta, which carried on its horrible 
course through generations _blood-feud, 
murder, plot and plunder, until, the princi 
pals having lost, the indirect branches of the 
families were entangled. No Baluch was so 
detested as the nefarious sluggish who recoiled 
from avenging the family feud or honour 
even on a remote relative of the first criminal, 
‘The spirit of vengeance would be so grave 
and intense that if all the elder male members 
ofa family were killed then the females of the 
deceased family taught their children, te 
name of the murderers to be avenged, hee 
ever, able to doso. Ancient aan 


—£ 
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ich sta he imagi- 

og eevengty which BEBE UH “ee 
fens of rem one of the Phuzh Rind Chiefs 
nation: Bae is ime was murdered DY 
i tribe, his ribs were roasted and 


Bijar's relatives 
bat Khan, dragged him on & high 
precipice and was thrown headlong, and to 
Pimply with the fury of their blood, severed 
his head, and skull fashioned into a CUP, 
erved Bijar’s family as a bowl.’ Several 
instances can be cited when the blood of the 
avenged was sipped by the avenget, his liver 
vind heart were roasted and sent to his family. 
Bahar, the father of the grand Bivragh, was 
killed by Sheh Khatti and his men. Sheh 
Khatti took strict precautions to protect 
himself from the long divorce ofsteel, One 
day, Bivragh met him ‘alone, and fell on him 
as confident as a falcon against a bird, 
sworded his head from his reverent shoulders, 
and glutting his naturally ferocious appetite, 
dipped his long moustaches in his hot flowing 


sequently 
chief, Ha 


n - 
‘According (9 strabo, Pliny, and Ammianus, the wild Scythian 


twibes also displayed similar brute scenes of vengeance. 
Ofaaacoe Scrip Rare Mabi, tom. 1. 424), In the “days of 
Poorol certain man of the Ghassanid tribe cut off the 
ee ‘enemy and used it as patches set upon the shoes. 
contemporary poet, Lubaid, versed this event. 
EAS Ke WF ay tig = Ly Kee OILY Gane 


be used as shoes and the skull as the wine cup."" 


106 


blood, sipped it, then came 

displayed his blooded mange tie 
presence of Rind nobles. Hasan Ni" the 
the cousin of Bivragh, was. murders 2 
blood. His brother, Hatin, to quer y% 
spleen murdered one hundred. meq tht 
enemy tribe, thus computing ten men fo, is 
venerable brother's steed, ten fork dco 
dary, ten for his sword, ten for his shied, 
for the fingers of his hands, and fiiy in 
general. After taking such a great toll of life, 
his vengeful ire was not subsided, and hy 
expressed his venom in memorable words 
which became for ever a favourite Baluch 
adage: “I cannot slaughter the entire world, 
and peace inno case can be restored, even 
my enemics flee to Masqat (beyond the sea)”, 


Treachery is the worst of all crimes toa 
Baluch, He is a trustworthy individual with 
all noble qualities of his noble blood, Being 
as true as the pole-star to the north, he is true 
to his salt when put to the touch, Betrayal 
and treachery are the words unknown to his 
moral code, The grand Bivragh when 
abducted the daughter of the king of 
Kandahar, he took refuge with his arch- 
enemy, Gowahram, the Lashari chief, who 
received the dignified couple with open arms, 
and for seven days the ealicee 
sumptuously served them with Sicilian dishes. 
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-_cpto the stern amazement of the 

Les ee tasted the food thoughout his 
prices the princess enquired from him 
he is said to have remarked: 
«Gowahram and his tribe is the staunch 
Miaeer Chikar and the Rinds, if 
Tetoday, never shall T unsheathe 


enemy of 
[taste his sa} 
my sword against him”. 

Just like the celeberated Arabs, a Baluch 
js bound to fight to the death for a person 
‘eho had taken refuge (Baot) with him, and 
Yoong as he remained under his roof. One 
‘of the most spectacular and sanguinary 
episodes of the Chakarian period, the historic 
battle of Nali between the Rind and Lasharis 
was the outcome of the grave affront done to 
the fair and square lady, Gowhar, who was 
the refugee of Amecr Chfkar. For the 
honour of their refugee, the venerable and 
veracious Rinds lost every thing but honour. 
In the beginning of the seventeenth century, 
a Baluch woman, Sammi, famed for her 
wealth in terms of flocks and herds lived in 
the neighbourhood of the Buledi tribe who 
claimed unenviable reputation as adroit and 


incurable thieves. The predatory Bind 
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Gorgezh tribe. The Butedi ever 
Would commit rads on her hogs Congest 
ly » fight ensued between the rival 


of arms between the tival cai 
fiercest determination for half a Century after 
the death of Sammi, almost with the same 
fury and fire as it happened on the day when 
they first came into collision. The ‘war of 
lizard’ between two Baluch tribes, Bulut and 
Kalmati, presents its own special credit of the 
barbaric sense of honour in protecting the 
person of the refugee. Few boys of the 
Kalmati tribe saw in an open field a lizard, 
and came hunting it from behind, and it ran 
into the neighbouring tent of the Bulfati chief, 
Shah Husain, and at the time, none of the 
male member was present. Bibari, the wile 
of the Chief, came out of the tent, and ea 
honour and humility addressed the pes 
“Boys, leave the lizard alone, it is my Ee 
fugee; do so much for me for your own fae i 
sake.” Inspite of her a ven ibe 
ibly entered the ten e 
eo bo id 
she narrated the whole story and at, 
“If thou dost not take revenge for ae ie 
Iam thy sister and thou my broth 
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replied, “Oh lady, 


have 
: Patience a w 
for a litte stay, do not ae 


hile, 
Speak to me, T will 
act sO on account of this lizard 


ground will be full of blood ut 
attacked a neighbourin, 
after murdering one man, succeeded in effect- 
ing his escape. This quarrel of the few 
became the business of both the tribes, The 
quench for revenge on both sides developed 
into a chronic state and the flames of war 
enveloped every member of the hostile tribes, 
Once in a single fight one hundred and ten 
men from both sides were killed inspite of the 
continuous reciprocal raiding and plundering. 
‘two centuries the blood of the reverend 
had been commemorated by occa- 
‘encounters between the antagonistic 


a He 
$ Kalmati house and 


rf is follow with greatest string- 
a oe of honour which strongly 
the actions of the tribesmen, The 
of prestige and status of a certain 

by the degree of their adher- 
rules. Here are the conventional 
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the murder may be commuted by the 


rate of compensation differing among at 
tribe, 


(2) To defend to the last property enteys, 
ted to him. 

(3) To fight to the death for @ person 
who had taken refuge with him. An adulterer 
was refused any sort of protection, 


(4) To be hospitable and to provide for 
the safety of the person and Property of a 
guest. 


(3) To refrain from killing a woman, a 
minor boy who had not taken to trousers, a 
Hindu, a minstrel, or menial, in any of the 
contests where human lives are lost, (Hindus 
are considered as hamsayas or Baot-refuugee). 


(6) To pardon an offence on the inter- 
Position ofa woman. of the offender's family, 
an exception being always made in cases of 
adultery, 


(7) To cease fighting when a Syed (a 

x tof the Holy Prophet—may peace 

beupon him) intervenes between the contend- 
ing 


1 
gy Toe iss 
ihe shrine of saint (Pir) #0 Tone 


) 
within its precincts. 


bad entered 
6 remained 


jitable, brave 


GnarTeR pues 


THE GREAT pALUCH 

nth century gave to the world 
generals, poets, 
scholars. In 
opens with 


‘The sixtee’ 
the best rulers, 
and 


one name 
ment. This man was Ameer 


who was the outstanding act 
of his day. How far, he ‘deserved or deserves 


the endearing reverence of the Baluchis, has 
been the subject of discussion of late years, 
for arguments thrive when facts are scarce 
or unknown. However, in the eye of Baluch 
tradition, his career rises to the merit of a 
superb soldier and sovereign. Honour and 
greatness can only be purchased by 
yy worthy 
actions. Every man has his 
comings, besides the oa 
Holy Prophet (m: august person of the 
the infallil ay peace be upon hi 
i ible man is im), 
aod incees row yet to be born, Thorns 
individ a ee same tree; rare 
i 7 follies of fame and 


tells us how 


il4 


men have failed for lack of tact and the 
man who thinks he cam stand alone will 
generally fall, for the wisest make mistakes, 


The facts of Ameer Chiikar's Tife are 
difficult to arrange chronologically on account 
of lack of any contemporary work dealing 
“ith Baluchistan and Baluch affairs. We 
to depend much on local traditions 


have 
to us from generation 


and ballads transmitted 
to generation, Positive accuracy cannot be 


predicted of very few events relating to 
Chakar’s regime in Baluchistan, where the 
genius of its people has never been trained 
to express itself in figures or in writing, 
other than in those of speech. The Baluch 
people have had no literature and no 
laws, They have depopulated, not peopled. 
The trend of events of this nebulous period, 
therefore, are somewhat tentative, but best 
efforts have been made with eager curiosity 
and assiduous diligence to derive our informa- 
= on mae sources, as an approximation 


In the middle of the fifteenth centu 
Kolwa, it TY 
a eee served as the head- 
auarter, and Kech valley as the resort of 
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the noble Rinds.! The other formidable 
tribes, the Lashari, Hot and Korai, ete, 
populated Bamptir, the Kech Valley and 
Panjgir side by side with the Rinds. Beyond 
Kolwa, the entire central Baluchistan high- 
Jand ive., Jh@l€wan and Sarawan, yet remained 
a terra incognita wntrodden by the Rind 
horsemen. Ameer Shaihak, the Chief of 


* According to local tradition the etymology of the term 
‘Rind’ is attributed to Ameer Rind, the eldest son of 
Ameer Jal! Khan, the Chief of the Baluchis in Persian 
Baluchistan in 12th century. After the expiry of Amecr 
Jalal Khan, the various Baluch tribes who acknowledged 
as their sole chief, Amecr Rind, came to be known as 
Rind. The Ri ‘tribe numerically embraced one sixth 
of the entire race, and more than one hundred tribes 
fell strictly under the generic classification of Rind. In 
‘the census Report of 1901 Mr. Hughes—Buller says: “it 
is with the Rinds that all the Baloch tribes endeavour 
to trace their connection. They are looked up to with 
deference by their neighbours and all Baloch traditions 

* Among the Rinds, we 
‘have a section known as ‘Phuzh' Rind. The word ‘Phuzht 


sprang direcly mone root} 
rear Poort, Shambtal and Nubol 
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and of the Baluchis 
and vigour 


the ja 
jo general, in the very flower 
orhis man vacted several Marriages, 
o 

put_from none he hi d any issue. At last, 


of fifty, approximately 
in 1452 AD ried a Phuzh Rind 
an exalted line, named Khanzadi. 
1d, ever seconded and encouraged 
nd in the service of God is a 
Shaihak’s perfect piety. 
‘4 not live on to the advanced age 
the age of fifty, amidst the 
future magnificent son. 

f ten years, two sons and 
two daughters were born to the exalted and 
elegant couple. Our hero was the first model 
of their chaste loves, The younger son was 
named Sohrab. The proud progeny of Ameer 
Shaihak was, thus, restricted to four issues. 
Two years after the marriage in an auspicious 
hour, in 1454 AD. ata village near Kolwa, 
Fre now in a state of decay, a son was 
=a ae heart-stirring rejoicings. The 
re ae ecu rites patent 
Ss ee ae placed according 
react and after the ancient 

s pattern,! a rd ai 

the pillow of the babe sword under 
and operating the 


cage 
he mar 


nearly at th 


girl of 
She as to} 
her husbat 
fast memorial of 


ste 
She di 
but died at 
splendour of her 
Within a period o 


7, 
"Adab-ulMufarid Babul Tair Mioaldio', P80. 
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umbilical chord of the baby, tied it round 
the ear of his famous swift steed, Praying 
to Almighty to make his son a selected 
swordsman and a rider of Tepute. And 
the august child in his early years gave ample 
proof of his future talents and truly answered 
to the wishes and prayers of his worthy 
father, On the sixth day after the birth 
of the babe, he was named, Chaar ( 


: (servant), 
and indeed, he proved 80, served his blood, 
and became the hero of all Baluch legends, 


The majestic father, Ameer Shaihak, arranged 
4 pompous banquet which united all the 
elements of Baluch grandeur; the Baluch 
nobles besides a numberless file of all the 
gentry were invited; feats of wrestling, 
arrow-shooting and horse-racing enlivened 
the huge audience and added tone, taste 
and tune to the ridotto, All this was 
accomplished with all the extravagant show 
of a semi-civilized society. The masses and 
classes offered prayers for the person and 
Prosperity, prestige and power, pomp and 
peace of their future chief. 


Chakar came ofa cultured and princely 
stock and such is his pedigree: Chakar ibn 
Ameer Shaihak ibn Ameer Ishaq ibn Ameer 
Kalo ibn Ameer Hanan ibn Amecr ibn 
ibn Ameer Bizan ibn Ameer Baluch Khanil 


18 


Rind ibn Ameer Jalil Khan, who 
tween 11001185 A.D., and 
Baluchistan 


Ameer 
lived almost be 
djed at Bamplr in Persian 


We have scant information about the 
inclinations of this prodigious child in his 
natal years, However, he was nursed and 
nurtured with great care till his infant fortune 
came to years, and his father always fed his 
minor son with words of sovereignty. As for 
lessons and schooling, the young lad had 
from none but his mother who taught him 
nothing more than preliminary of religion, 
The noble lady also gave virtuous breeding 
to her twin daughters, In his teens, Chakar 
was very fond of hearing adventurous 
stories and would give patient hearing to 
the anecdotes of great captains of history, 


Among juvenile and manly sports he 
enjoyed feats of sword fighting and spear- 
play. Poetship and swordsmanship, he loved, 
respected and honoured. Archery was extre- 
mely popular among the Baluchis and the 
Sem (Cota was the mon sill archer 

ie sport of kings i. ¢. ven: 
and honeracing were his ruling pleasure 
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which was ever ready to arm, boot and 
saddle. At the age of twenty he gave evid- 
ence of a brilliant career and proved himself 
a perfect leader and the entire race expected 
and respected him as their best representative 
both in camp and court. Ameer Shaihak 
aspired to accomplish few things in his life- 
time. To strengthen the political status and 
solidarity of his line, he wanted (o unite 
by marriage to the noted nobility of the Phuzh 
Rind, who in their many branches, were 
prodigious, and, as we see, they undoubte- 
dly proved the acknowledged sheet-anchor 
of the Baluch suzerainty amid the storms 
that assailed the ship of the state. He gave 
his daughter in marriage to one of the 
brilliant swordsmen of his age and race, 
Meer Bahar Khan, Phuzh Rind, younger 
brother of Meer ‘Ali.’ From this lady procec- 
ded a unique gem, named Bivragh, who 
was destined to undying fame in Baluch 
annals, and who, for the whole of his life, 
without fear, without reproach and without 
spot acted as the right hand of Ameer 
Chakar, and with unbending and unquestion- 
ing loyalty proved himself as true as the 
needle to the pole. Fifteen years after 
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marriage of bis daughter, Ameer Shaibay, 
as old as ae eagle, wanted a select gir 
so wife for his thirty years old ton, Chifkay 
sod the benign father, of bis own choice, 
idected from the Rinds, the daughter of Gal 
Muhammad, Sbithndiz. Marriage celebrations 
were arranged and compicted on a colomal 
scale patent to the dignity and grandeur of the 
orient. Various nobles of the Baluch realm 
presented to the stately pair, finest steeds, 
rare swords, carpets of exquisite fabric, costly 


cite 


re 


¥ 
ask 
7 


we Bee 
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eme authority t@ his ane 
He convened @ mass-mecting of all 
and according (0 
his son’s head the 
emacy which answered to the 


¢ the Holy Roman empire. All 


suzerainty, accepted and decla- 
ret echitkar as Sardar ‘Azam (‘he Great Chief) 
of the race Having assumed the sceptre, 
the great chief, immediately, aimed at great 
tmerprises, and Jaunched upon his career of 
conquest. A restless and fearless soul by nature, 
he was certainly brave, but his inflexible mind, 
was governed by preconceived notions and 
decisions. He belonged, as we know, to the 
school of ‘Manoeuvre strategists.” He assem- 
bled all the Rind nobles and declared his 
ardent desire and impatient zeal to subdue 
the neighbouring territories of Kharan and 
Las-Bela. All loyally listened and unfeign- 
edly obeyed the call of their prepotent chief, 
a) in no time, thousands of veterans assemb- 
ae eee © 
ima Peete ie Hh saddle at the 
theaters i§ Warriors and stormed 
Ba, ey of Kharan like the sweep 
might and ous tribe fell before his 
quest, he nae Crowned with con- 

Teturned to his headquarter. 
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The warriors of this expedi 

fully regained their eee bad not ye 
ved to strike a decisive blow on ot Tot 
tribesmen. Again the sword tr 
saddle were immediately adjusted, wit"! 
few days, he added the frosting to his tas - 
cake by annexing Las-bela after a nominal 
contest. Several coastal tribes, who Ae 
trembled at the precipitate fall of Las-bely 
prudently submitted to his arms. Thuy 
within a month, Kbardn and Las-bela came 
under the wings of the Rind eagle, After a 
respite of few months, a great change of 
fortune awaited the fated Baluchis who were 
since long tired of eventless life. This change 
was to be initiated by Chakar who literally 
proved himself a great event of Baluch 
history. 


Fantastic stories relating to the fertility 
of neighbouring Sind, the splendour of the 
court of its Samma ruler; the glowing 
accounts of the fabulous wealth of India; the 
superficial munificence of the Langah ruler 
of Multan, shown to the Dodai Baluch chief, 


Sohrab Khan,! a decade before, and, finally 
enough 


7 See" Maathir-Rabiz™, by Abdal Bagi ab-Nabsoand- 
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eck 00" fields of adventure and exploitation. 
‘a new UBS and influence was now to call 
forth all the instincts and power of this rigid 
race. Makuran had no charm to allure 
Chakar any more. It was not until he left 
Makuran, that he became in name what he 
ad been in fact. The sterility of the land 
with its meagre resources proved a pressing 
problem for him. There was no rich fodder 
for the flocks and herds of the nomad Baluch 
tribes. The whole race with its fast inces- 
sant population was practically on the brink 
of facing a grave economic crisis. “The masses 
tired of unadventurous life, sighed in the in- 
dolence of peace and smiled in the anguishes 
of death, passed their days in discontented 
idleness. Chikar assembled at Kech, the 
chief of the various tribes, of whom, the 
Lashari Chief, Gowahram, son of Shadhen, 
held a flavour of distinction, as he command- 
ed the formidable tribe next to the Rinds. 
His opinion was sought and he agreed with 
a will; the rest of the chiefs, one after the 
other, surrendered without a murmur (0 the 
will of the Sardar ‘Azam, Without any 
delay, doubt and disturbance, Chakar sent 
couriers to distant tribes to make preparte 
tions for general exodus, The decision of 
Chaar altered the destiny of Baluchis. Tribe 
afier tribe, namely, the Rind, Lashari, Jatoi, 


= 
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Bulfati, Marri, Bugti, Kalmati, R, 

Kobdani, Masiani, Sanjarani, Nahe 
mardi, Sargini, Siyahpadh, Kosh? gy," 
Korai, Khosagh and Buledi,’ etc., streameq 
in swarms, and assembled at Kech, ‘The 
venerable Phuzh Rind under their three 
magnificent chiefs, Meer Jaro, Meer Bahar 
and Meer Bijar left Kulinch and reached 
Kech before the fixed time. Wholesale 
preparations were soon made for the general 
emigration. Thus an invincible host num. 
bering between five to six lakh souls 
waited impatiently for the final order of the 
Sardar ‘Azam, Ten thousand Rawachis 
(Cup-bearers and slaves, mainly Jats) under 
their leader Khaweel Jat were on the wings 


"The NUlMni tribe is one of the oldest Baluch tribes, and they 
‘are fabled to be the descendants of Prophet NUh (Noah), 


Bi | 
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gbow ite In the speing of the year 
ss re Reording 0 Baluch assuctndc, in 
485 AD oof the night, the Sardir “Asam 


eel wo Makar for once fr 9 and 
vet, 20d Jeft the country almost without & 


_ For two centuries, henceforth, Maku- 
yan invariably changed her masters, and at 
fength, in the middle of the cightecnth century, 
she disgracefully fell to the mercy and mastery 
of an alien line, the Gichkls, whose depraved 
diplomacy distained the proud Makurinate 
history, and their chief support during their 
heinous regime, which can be fairly called 
as the period of Makurfia shame and tribue 
lation, contisted of a servile set of mongrel 
people known as Nakibs halfsavages, with @ 
marked infusion of negro. blood with shining 
contrast of skin and teeth, 


Ax effecting picture of the Baluch 
ee agierac boaters esvn by ene 


ofthe 
él foto, "by eet renter 


in Bamplr, in 
urfin, with the 
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ren land; lec us spy out the running 


this ban i 
: waters, and distribute 


streams and swee 
them amongst us. Let us take no heed of 
tribe or Chief” 

‘They came to their houses, the chiefs 
called to their sales, loose the slender chest. 
rut mares from their stalls, saddle the young 
fillies—steed worth 9000—drive in the camels 


from the passes.” 

“The warriors called to their wives: 
‘Come ye down from your castles, pillows 
and stripped rugs, cups cast in mould, and 
drinking vessels of Makuran; for Chakar will 
no longer abide here, but seeks a far land.’ 
‘So the generous Rinds rode forth in their 
overcoats and long red boots with helmets 
and arm pieces, bows and quivers, silver 
knives and daggers—forty thousand of them 
rode at the Mir’s call.”” 

Forty thousand Rind cavalrymen armed 
to the nail, rode forth as vanguard at the 
head of this huge horde; fifty thousand red- 
seabbarded. 7 usan 
pea {aba guarded the right and 

i 'Y thousand brave Meeralis' 


totic asthe youner brother of Ameer Jalal Khan, 
carping. One day some of the boasters passed 
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is their chief, Haibatiin, besides 
puted slaves shielded the Baluch mov- 

ten ey as rearguard: Thousands of camels, 

ing Gad mules carried the luggage, women: 

folk, children, and the aged persons. All classes 
wd all ages were on the march; horsemen and 
air gnens Fich men and poor men 2 microcosm 
rf he stately and enchanting oriental world. 
‘All this took place to the accompaniment of 
1 species of charm and chant, of clamours, of 
ball and braying trumpets and drums farious- 
ty beaten by colossal’ slaves presenting some- 
a rsat negro physiognomy, added tone to the 
dignity of pompous march. The whole scene 
presented a rare pageant so far unheard and 
unrecorded in the annals of human unrest 
and emigration. But for lack of political 
unity, statesmanship, administrative ability, 
organization, and determination for power 
and political ascendency amidst the rank of 
this foolhardy race, their historic move to- 
wards the plains of Sind and Punjab, have 
effected but little, the course of Indian history. 
They lacked unity and discipline but not 
momentum. After few days journey, the 
mighty Baluch Caravan struck across the plain 
leading to Mashkey. In the course of their 
march, they chastised and cowed into submis- 
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eroute to Khuzdar. Tn the way 
the} some of the tribes for their 
mhey punish’ ac a respite of few weeks at 
ve Manrdm, the TASB chief in 

vo the will of the Sardar “Azam, 
into the Jhalawan mountains with 
—, Malis pass and found. their way 
I he Kachi plains, and reached Gandiwah 
sus march of several 


nd Gajain after a stent 
sare Few other tribes, namely, the Bulfati 


and Kalmati, too, Jeft the main mass and 
retroceded towards Las-bela and the coastal 
Territories, conforming 0 we policy and 
pleasure of the Sardar ‘Azam, for he desired 
to spread his race far and wide over the 
remote parts of the country. After setting 
out from Khuadar, the Sardar ‘Azam with 
his Rind veterans alongwith remaining tribes 
marched towards Kalat highlands and over- 
ran the whole territory stretching from 
Khuedar to Kalat. In the way several tribes 
separately stood, and successively fell. Accord- 
ing to authentic tradition, Kalat was then 
rake by ‘Umar of the Meerwari tribe"!, who 
"Ms of Mala Mutammad Sua Shiri, P.2. ‘The Babul 
Thea the Brthus of Brahuis-is composed of thos ibe 


who by ‘comm 
feo the oripen eae ate acknowledged 10 be 


old times, 
meee ‘themselves with the Brabuis. The Brahui 
(Gores, Smale and yee, Meer, Kamba. 
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: constant, though not undisputed, 
rons tbe place. We know but lite 
about the Meerwiris—a set of people without 
a history» # literature oF tradition, presents a 
n in face of which history stands 

4. The town fell after a heroic resist- 
ance to the might of Chakar. The conqueror’s 
next move was {0 subdue the neighbouring 
tribes of Kalat, who enjoyed the worst reputa- 
tion for lawlessness and depredation. He 
reduced the refractory to submission and 
purged them of the dross of turbulence, 
‘Tribe after tribe surrendered one after the 
other like ninepins. All the highland robbers 
were subdued! or extirpated. ‘The Baluchis 
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them. steadily and swiftly, they tumed the 
reins of their horses back to Kalat by the 
Sime route, and after reaching the place, 
a parted in detail everything to their chief, 
who listened with patience and pleasure all 
pout Siwd, which was soon f0 become the 
: se and ruin. The noble Rinds 
at Kalat. When severe 
Prater approached and shivering cold began 
lime, the Rinds found it trouble- 
air of the central 
Sardar ‘Azam in 
Jory with his name, 


place of his ris 
passed the summer 


to pine the 
some to face the crisp chill 
highland. Moreover, the 


order to associate a fresh g] 
determined to move towards the plains of 


Siwi and Kachhi. In the winter of the same 
year, the Baluch horde, with the exception of 
few tribes, folded their tents and sounded 
their saddles, The Rakhshani, Sanjarani, 
Siyah Padh and Kobdani tribes remained at 
Kalat but afer a short stay, moved towards 
Kharan, Nushki and Chagai. The Sardar 
‘Azam with his ‘Kafilah’ (Caravan) slowly 
ares ‘at a foot-pace across the vast valleys 
Tough uneven ways situated between the 
pata Sb craggy mountain cluster 
eaatieaes the Central Kalat plateau, 
Pass, and moving fr 

Post, at length, struck his noae om posts 
Which though never ala, banner at Dadhar, 
ots aM ee 
ia prominent part in the 
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history of the region. From Dadhar, the 
Sardar ‘Azam moved his camp to Siwi and 
was followed by all the Rind warriors. 
Meerhan, the cousin of Ameer Chakar, re- 
mained at Dadhar and established his chiefry 
there, The Meerali (Buledis) pitched their 
tents on the mouth of the Harnai pass, near 
the present villages of Gulishehr and Bakhro, 
under their chief, Mcer Haibatdin, Meer 
Bahar and his far-famed son, Meer Bivragh, 
with a section of Phuzh Rinds 


the grand, 
encamped on the western side of Nari 
between Dadhar and Mithri, Meer Bijar, 
the Phuzh, established to the east of Siwi, 
neighbouring the Talli mountains. ‘The 
Nuhanis under their chief, ‘Umar, settled near 
the Nali pass, bottled within the Gajan 
mountains. The bulk of the sainted Kahiris 
moved towards Kor-Zamin and Phuleji plains, 
but their headman, Sheh Mubarak remained 
with some of the Rind clans at Shoran. The 
Korai tribe shifted to Bhag, and the 
Khosaghs stirred their stumps southward and 
planted several colonies near modern Rojhin 
and jipur. Thus with boundless audacity 
the trickle of Baluch invaders and emigrants, 
soon became a flood and swept ify tron 
the entire plateau and plai region, 

known a5 


a 
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During the rule of Sultin Muhammad 
bin Tugblaq (1325-1351 A.D.), the Sammahs 
assisted by the Muslims of Sind, extirpated the 
Saimrah dynasty and Sind fell under the rule 
of the incoming dynasty. The two branches 
of the Sammah tribe held sway over Sind 
for about one hundred and seventy five years, 
beginning from 752 H, (1351 A.D.) to 927 H, 
The founder of the first Sammah dynasty was 
Jim Unar,! who ruled for three and a half 
years and the last ruler, Jam Karan son of 
‘Jim Tamaji, reigned for one and a half day. 
Most of the rulers of the Sammah dynasty 
were more or less subject to the throne of 
Delhi. The founder of the second dynasty 
was Jam Fatch Khan. The disaffection and 
disorder that conduced to bring the invasion, 
in 801 H. (1398 A.D.) of the Delhi Sultanate 
by Ameer Timar, the Gurgin, the Sammah 
Jams of Lar or lower Sind began to entertain 
the idea of becoming independent. Conse- 
quently, when Mirza Pir Muhammad, the 

grandson of Ameer Timir, advanced from 
Ghaznin and passed the Indus, and seized 
upon Multan and Uchh, the then Jam Fateh 
Khan, in the confusion and chaos which 


" Ferishia (Vol. Il, P-317, Niwa Kishor edition) states tbe 
‘me Of the Seat ruler ‘ex en Aton abe this postal, 
peta ‘His oame was Unar. (Sec bn Batutah, and TArlkh 

‘Shahi, by Shams Sirdj ‘Ari. 
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followed, sueceeded to “PPropriate the Bak 
province of Mol, of which Sibt (ay 
formed a district, as far north as Garena 
besides the whole province of Siwina” 
At the same time, the Baluchis of Bathe, 
raised the devil but he soon reduced hen 
to obealience. Sind became free, and Jane 
Fateh Khan its ruler, subject to nobody, 


The origin of the Sammahs yet remains 
an enigma of history, Many writers have 
given their bowshot theory regarding their 
origin but none so far succeeded to lift 
the curtain of an inscrutable past. Some 
of the Sindian historians claim them to 
be of Arab origin, and the later Persian= 
writing chroniclers traced their origin to 
King Jamshed of Persia, in view of their 
title Jam,’ but both the views are open 
to doubt. The Western historians claim 
them to be of Rajpiit blood, and this 
seems to be a genuine assertion.* Meer 
‘Méastim states that they came to Sind from 
Kachh.? The author of Chach Nameh 
informs us that the Sammah tribe inhabited 
Sind before the invasion of the land in 
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stg AD. by Muhammad bin Qlsim,* ang 
they gave 2 warm welcome to the Arab 
fener when he entered thei territory, 
and the invader appointed one Arab noble 
ax the chief of the Sammah tribe? The 
history of Tshirl states that the Rijs of 
Kachh too belong to the Sammah tribe,’ 


Jim Nistm-ud-Din, known as Jim 
‘Nanda, assumed sovercigaty over Sind in 866 
H, (1461-62 A.D.). His dominion besides Sind 
extended to the edge of Bolin pass. The 
entire realm he kept in apple-pic order, and 

i 1 a 
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Sibi, which was manned by a contingent of 
Sammah forces. Before rival nations pin- 
pricks precede cannon shots and two ambi. 
tious potentates never fully trust one another, 
Under all pretexes of diplomatic sympathy and 
affection, there remains a rind of suspicion 
and reserve, fraud and fear. Like all heroes 
of history, Chakar was never content with 
the defensive, his despotic instincts urged him 
to give rather than to receive the blow. He 
decided to take the decisive step to capture 
Sibi which was surrounded by the vigorous 
Rinds, the only one against whom Jam 
Nanda proved a coward. Hismen commenced 
to harass Nanda’s forces of inferior note who 
were already cribbed and cabined within the 
Sibi fort. The might of Chakar cowed Jam 
Nanda who had neither the force nor the will 
to meet the fury of the Baluch hero. Disine- 
lined and dispirited to brave the brunt at 
tal broil, he surrendered the town wit 
He snd. fear to Sardar ‘Azam.' This 
happened in the year 1486 A.D, The same 
year, a few months before, the very Jam 
d of Shah Beg 
Nandf encountered the army sined 
and Muhammad Beg, the Arghtins, des 


GHINAFS own statement conveyed cous through one of hit 


DECAY AND 
DIVISION OF 
THE RACE— 
RIND AND 
LASHAR 
FEUDS. 
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Sibi, Jam Nanda sent 
the command of Da; a ba 
Mubarak Khan Miran oe tone 


at Jalogeer near Bibi jac “teh an” 


Was ‘ingi, 
for the Mughal army, ang 88 det 


Muhammad Beg fell on the spot, 


After surrendering Sibi to Ameer Chitay, 
Jam Nanda two years later, secretly conferred 
Sibi to Shah Beg Arghiin to create trouble 
for the Baluch sovereign. It is mentioned 
that the ‘Siwi Fort’ was conferred as a fief in 
1488 A.D, on Shah Beg, the son of 
Shuja-ud-Din Zunniin by Jam Nizam-ud-Din 
of Sind." 


The Sardar ‘Azam, Ameer Chakar, be- 
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by cheerless clouds on the hori 
h 
Baluch suzerainty which Hoe = 
cracked during the heyday of it ae 


Jealousy and intrigues. took a or 


tenacior 
on the minds of the nobles. ‘The ae 
typical drawbacks of Baluch social life, with 


its striking emphasis on _individvalisin 
tribalism, and fanatical feuds re-asserteditsel? 
when both the dreadful tribes, the Rind and 
Lasharis, secured a repose on the fertile plains 
of Sibi and Gandawah. In the beginning, 
emulation prompted the dignity and valour 
of the Rinds and Lashiris, but soon emulation 
degenerated into eventful envy and civil strife. 
Between two jealous and powerful neighbours, 
the motives of dispute will rarely be wanting. 
Chakar was intolerant of an equal, and 
Gowahram was unconscious of a superior. 
Neither of them was wholly free from palp- 
able errors. Slowly but steadily, Gowahram 
was becoming too powerful for the iron- 
willed Chakar, in whose influential firmament 
there could not be two suns. All or a 
would be Chikar's political motto. hia 
numbers of the Lishiris and ambit 
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deep incision. In the unsettled and swell 
f the settled hate of these two 


differences © 
fery kindled potent souls, death and dest 
fiom feasted well for more than, two decals 


Conscious of deep rooted tribal conflict and 
Seenetion, and usconsciousiio i etal 
results, the proud Rinds became in course of 
time the centre of one Political Party, and 
the Lasharis of another. Ameer Shaihak and 
his son and successor, ‘Ameer Chakar, built 
and based their prestige and power mainly on 
Rind shoulders. ‘The other tribes besides the 


Rind, had little or no say im the political 
affairs of the im. The Lasharis 


Baluch realt 
obeyed or disobeyed the Rind hegemony 
scoording to the tide of time. The polariza- 
tion of the Baluch world in the fifteenth 
century by this tribal dualism of Rind and 
Lashiri became the main instrament of 
Baluch misfortune, and it proved @ potent 


cause of the decline 
‘Ameerate in Baluchistan. ‘The entire territory 
‘of Sibi, Dadhar and Kachhi became the 
scene of relentless warfare arising out of petty 

patent (© Ie 


things and petly differences 
tribal life and organisation. Gowahram, the 
Lashar Chief securely began [0 defy ant 
detest Ameer Chakar. Tntoxicated with power 
and fired by. tribal fanaticism, both these 
svorn and confirmed encmics, used (° fall 


4 
< 


rr 


quo scramble for a period of twenty five 
into © ‘Their fratricidal wars plunged the 
Yeinlerace into a bath of blood and brought 
the edifice of the Baluch sovereignty crashing 
down in ruin before the foundation was 
effectively laid down, Both the tribes never 
reconciled the tempest of their home-bred 
tribal hate, and the cream of the Rind and 
Lashir society was lost in these tribal. broils, 
None of the Baluch nobles succeeded to 
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doom for Baluch 


supremacy, never to rise again, 


Some of the Lasharis stole 
meet + and this 
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The Lasharis numbered thirteen 
put the Rind had supplied by brave 
the want of numbers. Early in the ei 
the warriors of rival ranks inspired wi ih 
determined courage peacefully employed iq 
taking their positions. The clangour of the 
coming battle filled the sky. Trumpets were 
Sounded and with their sounds commenced 
the battle. Both the hostile forces locked up in 
‘a war unto death and the opposing warriors, 
spurring their steeds into a headlong gallop 
rushed onward with the demoniac energy of 
giants. The clash of sword and shield and 
the whizzing of arrows played its ruinous 
part. The horrible scene of sword fighting 
presented a spectacle such as has seldom 
been witnessed in the depraved world of 
sin and woe, An awful carnage continued. 
declined, the Lasharis began 
efore sunset, the reputed 


ty 
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owed a big portion of land and 
j stream’s perennial water 


third of N t 
on coshis, which they owe 10 this day." 


nn 1487—1504 A.D., no less than 


Betwee 
twenty wars [0 the uttermost resulting from 
slight and shallow causes, occurred between 


the two tribes with alternate vicissitude of 
foaune. In one of the encounters, known 
as the battle of ‘Rekh’, the grand Bivragh 
as severely wounded, and this battle was a 
very close call for the Rinds. Meer Rehan 
Rind, the relative of Sardar ‘Azam, and 
Ramen son of Gowahram, the Lashari chief, 
were staunch friends and both of them fell 
in love at Sibi, with a cobbler’s wife 
whose good looks were everywhere the 
theme of talk. Famed for her beauty, fashion, 
and Attic salt, she became the cause of 
contention between Rehan and Ramen, 
The twin friends mutually agreed to decide 
the romantic issue through a race of their 
personal famous steeds, the winner to have 
ones the disputed minion. Two judges 
oe Rinds were appointed. The two 
a pee the race neck to neck, but 
Tastee awarded the victory to Rehan. 
pear ane 

men in hot anger returned to 


‘The Kosh are now classified with Khajak tribe of Sibl Tehsil. 
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tribesmen to steal and harm the 

and camels of Gowhar, of Maher tri 
a women of fame and favour. She POssesse 
both beauty and wealth, wealth ip wat 
of herds, locks and camels. This fair jt 
who wore the rose of youth upon hen, lived 
in luxury and magnificence, her tent-poles, 
were all of gold, her bed-coverings of sik, 
Great issues hang by weak threads, and 
the story of Gowhar was destined to play 
a turning point in Baluch history. In the 
flower of youth and beauty, she migrated 
from Persian Baluchistan and came to 
Gandawah and settled in the neighbourhood 
of Gajan, and remained there for a short 
period, but, later on, the Lashitris of and 
on molested her and her flocks. Afterward 
she came to Sil 
protection and p 
‘Azam, Her 


Gandawah. He ordered Some of the La, 
Mocks 
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inform med about the unhappy incident. 
hued a aed forth all the Rind nobles and 
wot their opinion, but none of them bent 

his best studies, all sounded a storm ina 
cup; the souls of the majority were 
topfull ‘of offence, all agreed and resolved 
to face the purple testament of bloody war. 
The grand Bivragh was perplexed to see 
such fierce order in so moderate a cause. 
He argued with good reason to avert the 
coming peril but none breathed his counsel. 
Those whom God wishes to destroy, he 
first makes mad, The parochial Rehan who 
combined the rapacity of a Verres with 
the cruelty of an Alva, insisted on war, 
and he, alongwith others, succeeded in 
blowing the fire Bish burnt them soon. 
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ith spurs, causing the carth 

th their hoofs, to mect aS 
adamantine rival host at Nali pass near ie 
Gajan mountains. Twenty thousand gian, 
Lasharis armed cap-a-pic, assembled os 
ve chief, Gowahriim, at Nall pass with 
all deadly weapons of war, and with speed 
they took a 
higher to 
set forth 


horses 
tremble beneal 


dvantage of the field, and up 
the pass, the Lashari chief, 
all hit, ranks, in best strategic 
ent. A little before the fight, the 
grand Bivragh requested with specious and 
strong reasons the Sardar ‘Azam, and 
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~ he range of enemy arrows.” In 
oe Bath let loose the reins of 
the horse, and warned Chakar that he will 
repent this day within this day. Knightly elad 
in arms, and glittering like the god of war, 
Mirban, the Commander and standard 
bearer of the Rinds, led the attack in a 
single and solid phalanx. At the first 
onset the Lasharis poured a cloud of arrows, 
and soon, & terrific dash of their cavalrymen 
swept the whole of the Rind vanguard, 
horses and riders, into one hideous mass 
of death. Mirhiin, the commander of this 
fatal day, died hard, and the grand Bivragh 
received severe wounds, and disabled from 
fighting, im the heat of the battle, succeeded 
in taking shelter in the nearest mountain 
cave, known to this day as ‘Bivragh cave.’ 
Sohrab brother of Ameer Chakar, who 

irit and abilities of an 


146 


; + swords, spears and shields 
igh eh blood. A hand to hand 
J here blood bought blood, 
-d blows, challenge met chal- 
ized strength, fury faced 
posed power. An avful 


were washed 
contest ensue! 
plows answere 
lenge, strength s 


fury and power Ol : 
reigned supreme over the rival 


‘The shouts of fear and of pain 
the martial music of 


moment 
forces. 
were drowned in 
drums. The roar and horror of the battle, 
the wild clamour of the rival hosts, the 
clash of swords, the shricks of the wounded 
and the groans of the dying, demonstrated 
‘a scene which this war desolated world has 
seldom seen. An uninterrupted charge of 
arrows from the Lasharis swept into the 
faces of Rind warriors a pitiless tempest 
of ruin and rancour. Horses and riders, 
struck by the arrows, swords and spears, 
rolled over each other by hundreds on 
the sand. The daring Rinds though dis- 
ee superhuman bravery and in the frenzy 
fury, tage and desperation threw 
away their lives with utmost id 
‘courage ani 


lay 
balance when the s 


UN crossed os 
but the rival forces the meri 


knew, to which side, 
day with a blessing vie 
arms lingered on, and a little before sunset, 
the Rinds again rallied and renewed the 
charge, and exhausted their Strength, strategy, 
source and self-reliance, and scemed to submit 
to their fate, which no longer hanged in 
doubt. In the speedy and succesive labours 
of the battle, the Lasharis proved too ready. 
and rude. Chakar’s famous mare ‘Sangwatth’ 
received wounds, amidst utter confusion, the 
Sardar ‘Azam stood stone-still with mournful 
eyes red as new-enkindled fire in one 
corner of the battle-field, es and Lae 
prostrated him into the last stage 
iat BBisilotice fratration and fatigue 


tory. The clash of 


M8 


heaven concealed itself behind the globe, 
the Rind warriors, in the black brow of 
night, began to measure backward their 
own ground in faint retire with purpled 
swords and hands, dyed in the bloody 
massacre of their sworn enemies, They 
fought to the last but did not tread 
the steps of disgraceful flight. Seldom was 
a day so furiously fought, so fairly lost, 
The entire plain of Nali was crimsoned by 
the blood of the dead, Heaven took the 
souls of bravest Baluch soldiers from both the 
sides, and Baluchistan kept their bones, only 
to monument their misfortune and misdeeds. 
With much Joss and ado, victory played 
upon the glorious banners of the Lasharis. 
The valour and ferocity of the Lasharis 
had been most cruelly gratified by the slaugh- 
ter of thousands besides seven hundred and 
fifty high-born and high-bred Rinds, all of 
whom lay stark on the fatal field. 


Gowahrim and the Lasharis gave a cause 
to Chakar to glorify and shine more, but the 
defeat at Nali, taught him to lament the cause. 
The pee eae ona perio 

Prestige. Instead of gaining more fame 
and fortune, he found adefeat. Time, the 
devourer of all things, failed him and had 
‘eta blot on his pride and power. lll his 
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aspiring hopes were chilled by unexpected 
defeat and disaster. He got the fruits of his 


vain ambition, lost his brother Sohrab, lost 
his famous cousin, Mirhain, who was cropped 
just when he came to prime, lost thousands 
of his bravest men; in the supreme 
station he injured the remains of his early 
popularity, The defeat at Nali shook the 
very foundation of Baluch Sultanry in Baluch- 
istan, and the Rinds lost the pith and marrow 
of their blood. The news of misfortune 
and misery fly with a rapid wing. Chakar 
was informed that the grand Bivragh also 
fell with Mirhan, and the tidings of their 
death with a splitting power trembled the 
strong region of his breast, For two days, 
he was heavily perturbed under the tide 
of grief and did not give any audience to 
any tongue. On the third day, according 
to common usage, Chikar made prepara- 
tions for a general funeral feast (@srokh) for 
the departed souls killed in the battle. Un- 
expectedly a man came to him and told 
him that a few miles away from Sibi, he 
saw Bivragh coming towards the capital. In 
utter amazement, he stopped the funeral feast, 
in the meantime, Bivragh reached Sibi, and 
met Chakar, who in a flood of ecstatic love, 
embraced him, and covered his forehead with 
zealous kisses. The Sardar ‘Azam abandoned 
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: eral’ feast, and) is said to 
(ae wae e eras, is alive, it matters little, 
py Rinds would have perished in the 
battle”, Everybody is wise after the thing 
jetone, In later years, when Chakar advan- 
ced in age and authority, he repented of 
the rash decision taken before the battle of 
Nali, and did not forget the disastrous peril 
that enveloped the Rinds, and mourned his 
date of life out for Mirhan’s loss. The battle 
of Nali was the last of the evils which Chakar 
staged or suffered. 


Afier the calamitous clash of sword in 
the battle of Nali, the venom-mouthed poets 
of Rind and Lashir tribes gratified their spite 
and epidemic rage against each other through 
vitriolic poems full of condign censure, satire 
and sarcasm, and the same bitter spirit stirred 
up the passion of Chakar and his adversary 
Gowahram, both of whom in rude rancour in- 
\crchanged carping remarks besmirched with 
venom in their poems, We reproduce here, 
wo poems rendered into English by Dames:- 


You injure yourself 
enmity, by cay dette ne with 
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«Nali” 
ve bound the name “Nali 


av ‘ 
and raised a name like 


you ha 
in th waistband, , 
For once you were 


ou gAM, and killed the Rind’s 
5, whose footprints were clearly 
+e owlands of the Mullah; but 
geance for that; how Bangi 
and Hasan, 300. of Nodhak, were slain together, 
‘Adam and famous Nodhbandagh, Ahmad 
and lordly Kallo, You left out the flight," 
ike a stampede of wild asses, on the day 
of the fierce struggle when the Rind arrows 
devoured them from behind in the fatter 
ae i: ngs lis parts. You took flight 
oa ee 
sacl are , yet I never made 
7, ee =a uy ee sent a bard to taunt 
fat of your Sable GEA eS 
ablow under th - You did not receive 
on hie ee es 
ay your head like a frightened 

hiding your head in hok (mare), 
the world, Half of oles and corners of 
Ga you passed away to 


gift, mare 
rked in the 


mai 
r the ven 


remembel 
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_ ion, I will fall on 
slain by his brethren. We 
f the swift mares; now we 
low you now above; we will 
care jes with our attacks, 


the both sic 
da share of all you have. Much- 


talking Gwaharam, keep your heart's ear 
pen, make a long journey, perhaps your 
luck may come back, I will spin the top 
for abwager, andiat theyend. D will) raise 
a dust as I. promised, and drive all fear 


from my friend’s hearts.” 


tect 
under O pe 


hid! 
man 


and 


and deman' 


Gwaharam’s Rejoinder to Chakar. 


“O my friends, noble in the assembly, 
come, well-born men of my tribe, come, 
all ye Khans and Chiefs of the Lasharis, 
come, and let us form a gathering of brethren. 


When I recited a taunt in verse, wind 


Sao 


Pe.m223, "OY Of the Baloches", by ML. Damen 
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my hands and blow upon them 
, and will kindle a migh 

ay eae 
the houses of the covetous fener 
Turks of Delhi shall not be able ise 
it out! a 


south wind, like the 


When I fought with the thick-beards 
(the Rinds), the Rinds climbed up from below 
to the cold hill-skirts of Kalat, On the day 
when these words were spoken Chakar slaugh. 
tered a black cow; Chakar was filled with 
manly rage. He did not pass by the deep water 
of Jhal, nor did he saddle his mare Sangwath, 
nor did he bring his minstrel Gurgin with his 
tightly-stretched drums. Ha! Ha! what a 
victory was ours; we struck our foes a blow, 
and off went the chestnuts, like wild asses, 
with cup-shaped hoofs, Every mouthful in 
famous Sibi docs Chakar carry off with live- 
long grief. 


Chakar climbs the steep cliff, Mando’s 
beloved son turns back, The weary wet 
stands in the dense shade of ‘a tree 
looks behind him. He goes off to the Cae 

here the wild pistachio ripens, and 
mouth and face and ae ae a a 

it milky juice of the alro. 
Women wll sing Talabys to the som of * 


rn 
The aire or "aunsh” inal last wi = 
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Baloch woman, his son will be a compan 
of camelmen and cowherds, his hangs 
be galled with much digging. He gq 
measures of com in the skirt of his whi 
coat, and carries the black waterpots ot 
his head.” 


When the Sardar “Azam tasted the gall 
of defeat, misfortunes began to thicken upon 
him and the race. His only virtue was 
patience, and hope of revenge his sole con- 
solation, In the merciless account of war, 
the gain is never equivalent to the loss, 
the pleasure to the pain; the advantage and 
the pleasure of the Lasharis was momentary, 
The ruin of the Rinds confirmed but for 
a short period the peace and comfort of 
their adversaries, They mourned their at 
but they de to seal for ever 
fate and ie fe ‘Lasharis. Actuated 


s, . 
ster 
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We frequently hear the name of the 
Arghtins in old Baluch ballads and poems 
snd their politic interference with the then 
Baluch politics is corroborated by historical 
works. After the death of Ameer Timfr, 
the firebrand of the universe, whose empire 
touched the utmost verge of the land, and 
whose title to universal dominion led his vanity 
to raze to the ground flourishing cities, 
marked by his detestable trophies, by pyra- 
mids, of human heads, the Tartar empire 
fell within a short time, a sad victim 
amongst the various claimants of his house. 
Afier many vicissitudes, Sultan Husain Mirza,’ 
the grandson of ‘Umar Sheikh Mirza, son 
of Ameer Timlr, acquired possession of 
Herat in 873 H, (1469 A.D.), and at length, 
succeeded in establishing himself upon the 
throne of Khurisin in the second month of 
875 H. (July, 1470 A.D.). He was famed 
for a prince most prudent, of singular integrity 
and learning. Ameer Shuji-ud-Din Zunntn* 
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(Zun-ntin) of the Arghin family! 
formerly been in Suliin Husain Mira, 
service, but had left it, and had entered that 
of Sultan AbT S‘aced, Bahadur Khan, Ap 
Kard-Bagh, Abi Staced was defeated ang 
put to death by the Turkomans, and Ameer 
Zunniin entered the service of his son, Suli@n 
Ahmad, the ruler of Mawar-un-Nahr. After 
serving for three years this monarch, dispute 
arose between the Arghtn and Tarkhan, 
nobles, and, consequently, he left the court of 
Sultan Ahmad and again entered the service 
of Sult@n Husain In 876 H. (1471-72 
A.D.), Sultin Husain Mirza made him gover- 
nor of Ghor and Zamin-i-Dawar, In 884 H. 
(1478-79 A.D.), Ameer Zunnfin conquered 
the territories held by the Hazarahs and 
Nikudaris, Shortly afterwards, he was made 
governor of Kandahar and its territory, and 
soon Farrah and Sakhar-Tulak were con- 
ferred upon him. Subsequently, Shal (Quetta) 
Mastung, Pushang (Pishin) and Siwi (Sibi) 
with their dependencies were also added to his 
fief, Ameer Zunnin never enjoyed an in- 


"The Arghilns are supposed to be descended from Arghfla 
Khan, son of Abakae Khan, son of Huldku Khan, sonof 
‘TOIWi, son of Chengiz Khan, the Mongol. (See ‘The 
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dependent throne asis stated in on 


ie of the 
chronicles! He was always a fey 


udatory to 
the house of Timtr. The fact of his having 
been killed in the battle, fighting for his 


sovercign against the Uzbaks, is a sufficient 
confutation of the statement, He assisted 
Mirai Badi'-uz-Zaman against his father, 
Sultén Husain Mirza, on several occasions, 
and that prince married his daughter. Amcer 
Zunniin was killed in battle fought by Mirt 
Badi'-uz-Zamin against Shaibani Khan, 
better known as Abul-Fath, Sulin Muham. 
mad Shaibani Khan, the Uzbak sovereign, 
between Bolak-i-Maral and Rabati-‘Ali Sher, 
near Badghis, north of Herat, in 913 H. 
(1507-8 A.D). Shah Be; 
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ups and downs of Asiatic fortune, sunk in 
Khurfiin, no more to rise. Shih  Beg’s 
y was endangered by two powerful 
on either side, On one side Shah 
Jamil, the Safawl ruler of Persia, who, after 
defeating Shaibiini Khan, the Uzbak ruler, 
near Marv, in Sh'aban 916 H. (December, 


territor’ 


in 907 H, (1501 A.D,), and his minor son, 
succeeded. 


159 
When Babar first appeared before 


qtr fo 
ebol was held by Muhammad Mugim, 
the Arghtn. According to Babar’s own state- 


ment that shortly after the death of Amecr 
Shuja'-ud-Din Zunniin, he marched upon 
Kandahar, and both Shah Beg, Arghdin and 
Muhammad Mugim came out to oppose 
him but were repulsed and defeated, Feeling 
that his dominions were lost beyond recovery, 
Shih Beg retired to Shal, and Muhammad 
Mugim to the Zamin-i-Diwar, and the place 
was surrendered on terms, The entire treas- 
tures of the Arghiin chiefs fell to Babar's fate, 
whereas he remarks, “I never had s0 much 
wealth before, and doubt whether so much 


1 fer appropriating. the 
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who, with his brother, was alongwith Shai, 
bani Khan before the fortress. The Arghiing 
again got possession of Kandahar, and Nasi 
Mirza beat a hasty retreat towards Kabul, 
Shah Beg wanted a place of shelter and 
security for his family and followers, and this 
urgent need compelled him to take possession 
of Sibi (Siwi). In 151] A.D. he launched 
an offensive of his own and succeeded in 
capturing Sibi after a hot contest! From 
Sibi he continued his march towards Fateh- 
pile, a few miles to the south of Gandawah, 
then held by descendants of Pur-Dil, the 
Barlais. The Barlis chief assembled about 
1,000 Daulat-Shahi horse, Barghadai, Koriyai, 
Noorgahi, together with Baluch people, to 
the number of between 2,000 and 3,000 men.? 
After a little show of arms Shah Beg defeated 
them and put them to flight. Fateh-pur was 
occupied. Shah Beg returned to Sibi, and 
afier leaving a body of his followers at the 


place, returned to Kandahar with the re- 
mainder of his force. 


Incorrect, or has beea incorrectly 

‘Bee's father, Ameet Zunniin was killed in 
battle, 913 H. (1507-8 A.D.) and not 890 

+ Se RAR OE EAD: 
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Inthe year 1514 A.D. BRbar Badshah 

‘ged upon to move once again against 
Ree eibatedising. the siuvestenene He 
eerie byfeves end shaditomabanden 
Wy aiiempt| ‘The same year/Shah Beg again 
left for Sibi, and from thence despatched 
1,000 horse under Mirza ‘Isa Tarkhan Mu- 
ghal, into the territory of Sind, and this was 
the first Arghtin raid upon Jam Nanda’s 
dominions. ‘This force entered Gahan and 
Baghbanan. After this enterprize Shah Beg 
again returned to Kandahar, In the year 921 
H. (1516 A.D.) disagreement arose between 
him and his son Mirai Shah Husain, who left 
him, and took refuge under the patronage of 
Babar Badshah. In the year 1517 A. D. Babar 


Badshah made a dash upon Shah Beg’s domin- 


jon and threatened with formidable pomp of 
bold invasion. Tired of constant invasions and 


attacks, Shah Beg perceived that parley and 
base truce would avail him no more against 
the might of Babar’s invasive arms and aims, 
He overthrew incurable issues 


place of his fortunes and 
thus, won the city with- 


162 


Rereft and gelded of his patrimony, Shah Beg 
proceeded to Shal (Quetta) and took up his 
quarters. at Pushang? (Pishin) for two years, 
From Pushang he came to Sibi. At the end 
ofthe year 1517 A. D. Jam Niedim-ud-Din was 
sent to his account with all his glory on his 
head, and his son, Jim Firoz, a pessimistic 
prince, naturally born to fears, succeeded him, 
Behind the artificial glory, which Shih Beg 
loved so dearly, lurked an idea of statesman- 
ship. He now determined to undertake the 
conquest of Sind, a place fit for peaceful 
reign, and an enterprise which was congenial 
to the spirit of the age. In the first month 
of 926 H. (January, 1519 A. D.), he attacked 
‘Thathah, the capital of the ‘Sammah dyna- 
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dedicated as a gift a part of territory near 
Thathah to crest-fallen Jam Firoz, When 
on the way to invade Gujrat, the last hour 
of his long weary life came upon him on 
the 2nd of Sh‘aban, the cight month, of 
928 H. (end of July, 1522 A.D.) He was 
inhumed at Bakhar, but after three years, 
was removed to Mecca, and deposited in 
a magnificent tomb prepared for it. 


Mirza Shah Husain, the son and succes 
sor of Shah Beg, furnished with a body of 
1,000 cavalry, moved from Bakhar for Sibi, 
and reached the place after a march of seven 


days, On. his return via Chattar and Lahr, 
id and Magasi 


submission,? 
(1524 A. D.), 
he started his march towards Muldin, and 
challen- 

his might e 
ruler of Multan, Shah Mahmiid, before giving 
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the sovereignty of Lang&h ruler, 


[tan, " i 
Mal wad dominion were sinewed by 


whose fortune an ; 
wotprength of the Baluch warriors of Rind, 
ne 3 


Dodai_and Korii tribes, fell and with it the 
Langah dynasty,! 10 the middle of the fourth 
sronth: of 998) H, (January 1527 A.D), 
but soon, Babar Radshah, then on the throne 
of Delhi, assigned the Multan province to his 
second son, Miri Kamran. In 950 H. 
(1543-44 A. D.), Mirea Shah Husain conferred 
the government of district of Sibi upon Sultan 
Mahmiid Khan, son of Meer Fazil, the Kokal- 
‘Tash? In the neighbourhood of Thathah, 
where he was expected by the angel of death, 
Mira Shah Husain, in the third month of 
962 H. (February, 1554 A. D.), supped all 
his porridge amidst the prime and pride of his 
potency, and was, finally, burried at Mecca, 
and sleeps in blessing near the grave of his 


* See ‘Tarkhiln Nameh,? 
* He was not 8 sovereign prince, the word *Sultia’ being some- 
me prefixed and affixed, to Turkish and Mughal names. 
‘mother was. a Pathiin of the Kansi tribe then dwelling 


Was also . 
CUnimaniy ret bY the: house oF ‘Uuhman’ the Ovtoman 


BIVRAGH'S 
ROMANCE 


wT 
RGHUN 
PRINCESS. 
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father. After him, nature cut off the sequence 


ofthe Arghtin’s posterity and their hegemony 
over Sind fell to the fate of Tarkbiins.' 


We now turn to Ameer Chakar and 
his contact and contest with the Arghtins, 
whose name and regime forms, till now, a 
favourite theme of the Baluch minstrels, The 
grand Bivragh, the relative of Chakar, and 
the great ancestor of the Gishkauri tribe, 
was one of the absolutely reliable dukes of 
the Sardar ‘Azam of Baluchis, and his name 
appears with honour in all the transactions 
of peace and war in the contemporary Baluch 
annals? Necessarily a best swordsman, Bivr- 
agh, carried his heart in his head, and was 
the rare genius of his blood, a man full 
of sharp reasons to defeat the law. He was 
a fearless and peerless warrior, a patriot 
after his own fashion, a renowned poet, 
liberal of reward, just in his dealings and 
decisions, a chivalric lover and one of the 
most beautiful, striking and arresting figures 


‘The TArkhdns were a sub-ection of the Mongols. The 
term ‘T&rkhiin' was a Mongol title conferred by Chengiz 
Khan to his most powerful peers. The TArkhiia chief enjo- 
yed power, prestige and privilege next to the Great Khan. 
After TArkhiins, came in order of precedence, the Orkhin 
nobles. (See ‘Genghis Khan’, by Harold Lamb). 
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of the age. His indomitable personality, stra. 
tegical abilities and reputation for courage 
made him one of the enviable personalities 
in Baluch history. Weare told, probably 
in 1495 A. D., he happened to visit Kanda. 
har, where he fell in love with the daughter 
of Ameer Shuja’-ud-Din, princess Girdnaz, 
the loveliest woman that ever lay by man, 
Bivragh possessed a speeding strategem to 
lay down ladies. ‘The princess, too, fell a 
victim to Bivragh’s charming personality, He 
remained at Kandahar for few days, and 
one night, his pucrile passion and impatience 
impelled him to find his way inside the 
guarded palace. He succeeded in his endea- 
vour and ambition, entered the palace and 
met the princess reclining on a golden couch 
and remained with her secretly for seven 
days. One night, plucking a thousand dan- 
gers on his head, he stecled his heart and 
took her out of the palace, and mounted 
her on the pillion, and spurred the hot, 
fiery and furnished steed ‘Mal’, the best 
breed in the Orient, and with swiftest speed 
is course from valley to valley, 
and village to village for 
night, and when the celestial ball 
he ee ste: fiery portal of the east, 

horse's hoofs began ‘to wound the Dasht 
of Quetta valley, and the 
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princess began to sigh her Mi 
in Baluch land. After reaching Feat 
ragh, displaying the best elements of his political 
acumen, determined to take refuge with Go- 
wahrim, the Lashitr chief, the stubborn 
enemy of Chikkar, to seck his aid and link 
his arms and strength with that of his own 
tribe, the Rinds. He reached Gandawah 
and thence to Giljifn, the residence of Gowah- 
rim, where he unsaddled the spur-galled 
and tired horse after a continuous march 
of thirty hours. The Litshifd chief, on a 
sudden, astonished and rejoiced by the un- 
expected visit of Bivragh, received the couple 
with all the traditional gencrosity of a Baluch 
chief, hailing the worthy visitors: “Comet 
you are welcome, Mecr of the Baluchis, with 
your love to stay in welfare and safety.” 
Bivragh narrated the whole story, and remain- 
ed seven days with his honourable host, 
1 tasting his salt, Gowahriim deeply 
‘the state and inclination of the stormy 
and never desired 10 soil his honour 
onour his fair stars. ‘The impend- 
inevitable danger was apparent to 
the whole race, therefore, he sent 
to Chitkar with the curt message: 
the Ruler that a chief's business 
nor to act like a boy. Bhragh 
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spoil of the king with him. pr 

rare ruby of the Baluch oars WAS the 
fice was deemed too great to savehing notte 
heart dropped love, and his pow = ‘s 
tige rained honour and favous nna, Prt 
[ and favours my 
Bivragh than any. The Sardgr ‘Azan 
ved unborn misery, ripe in fortunes 
waiting for him. He and the Lashed cir 
determined to thrust the entire ata 
a tide of woes. Both of them equi a 
their veterans post-haste to meet the pee 
cyclone. With wings as swift as meditation, 
Ameer Zunnn, after a march of five day 
followed the foot steps of Bivragh, and appear 
d ‘ the gates of Sibi fort 
t of Mughal warriors, 
ent _man never breaks the 
Preason and justice, and 
justice urged Bivragh to 
Sdesperate remedy for his 
felt the gravity of the 
‘a weighty and a serious 
d his race more than his 
f plague that hanged on 
that dogged him 
ons make strong 
est. time 


1, with 
id, be 
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secretly entered the Mughal camp, and sabr- 
ing the guards, entered the tent where Ameer 
Zunntin was fast sleeping after his tiresome 
journey. He suddenly awoke, and the pre- 
sence of a stranger with his sword smeared 
with blood, harrowed him with fear. Struck 
with amazement, in ague-fit of fear, 
he remarked, “who art thou”. “I am 
Bivragh Baluch, a Chief by fortune of 
my birth, and tied by blood and favour 
to Ameer Chakar, the great chief of the 
Baluchis", he rejoined. “How dare thou 
comest here”, replied ZunnOa with hated 
breath. “I feel venturous”, asked Bivragh, 
“to tame and tempt your patience and 
Here I am with my heinous 
made my cleanest part foul, 
clear sun, and all my nobleness 
in this one odious deed I 

ct. High above the heavens, 
Sovereign Judge, whom none 
leave me and my deed to 
for thine satisfaction, here 
and my inglorious head bent 
do whatever, thou desireth’’. 
quake at his sin, bravery 
and with the sap of 

extraordinary gifts of 
subtlety of mind, 
| Zunniin and healed 
His sagacity and 
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unsurpassable courage startled, im, 
and cowed the Mughal Chief, who 
him with grace, and beseated Bly; 
him and both conversed till Pe tar 
the Arghtin Chief, called his army chief 
and trusty nobles, and addressed them in 
a towering passion: “Here is Bivragh whose 
nefarious deed brought our armies here: he 
killed my guards to the negligence of you 
all, entered my tent and spared my life, 
I give the hand of my daughter to this 
man of iron and blood, whose match, 
until now, I have neither seen nor heard”. 
Zunniin to Bivragh a swift thunder- 
d him with red brocade 
kar was informed about 
and the entire Baluch 
fors got a breathing-time 
Pwar, With a great heart 
y the storm that was to 
d saved the rival parties 
| the shame and honour 
ly was veiled by 2 thin 
tn immediately returned 
Chakar assembled 
pp and sonorous 
Girdinde were 
ith all religious 


| 


m 
EXTINCTION The animosity of Chakar against the 
QF LASHA- — basharis was protracted, suspended and 


renewed during a period of twelve months 
after the battle of Nali, but, nevertheless, 
he ever breathed the direst anathemas 
against the authors of his defeat! His 
dignity and venom could no more endure 
the impunity of Gowahram. To propitiate 
his vengeance, and celebrate the zeal of 
his ability and courage, both honour and 
duty impelled him to contrive a most 
successful mode of revenge, and, thus, he 
made up his mind to seek foreign succour 
from the circumjacent sovercignties, against 
his stanch enemy, Gowahrim. The Langith’s 
tn were too weak to risk their 

for they were fecble as an ally 
tent as a foc; the Sammah ruler 
Nanda, scemed friendly towards 
as Chiikar had already clipped 
of his realm on its extreme 
side. Untamed by defeat and 
by the spirit of vengeance, both 


the Rinds and LAshiris in due course 
bial. For ages the animosity of 

ily revenged om the posterity of 
j- Dilmalikhy Rind noted for hie 
‘entertainments, stares in one of 


= 


172 


ambition and prudence recalled him 
Northern monarchies, and his well tale 
choice fell on the Khurasin ruler, Sul 
Husain Mir2a, whose power he felt, a 
whose gratitude he trusted; but unaware 
of the mischief, that, Gowahram, few months 
efore, had already tipped and tuned his 
avarice with rare gifts and presents, sent 
to Hert, ‘The Sardir ‘Azam of the Baluchis 
alongwith Blvragh, besides ‘well-equipped 


body of Rind veterans, in the year 1505 AD, 
with iron will and devoted determination 
ted his historic march enroute to Khurasiin, 
‘a tornado from post (o post 
assing through diffi 
the Sardar ‘Azam 
the boundaries of 
ut a friend. In 
© daily subsistence of 
trusted to the fortune 
taking the route 
Farrah, and 
sir steeds towards 
, and after 


the place 


star 
Traversing like 
and tribe to tribe, and p 


73 


station. 


to the dignity of his august house and 
motive 


Chakar explained emphatically the 
of his visit to the Sultan, presented and 
pleaded the testimony of his case and cause 
with reasons as strong and sure as death, 
but received no encouraging or conclusive 
response. He remained for less than « month 
in the court of the Sultan, The Sultén’s 
mother, who, in honours, piety, beauty and 
blood, held hand with any queen of the 
orient, also persuaded his son to lend support 
to the chief of the Baluchis who had come 
to his court with great expectation, enthu- 
siasm, and ambition. According to Chitkar’s 
statement that aficr some tests and trials, 
proposed and imposed by the Sult®, to 
and veracity, he succeeded 
from him.' Sultan Husain 
Fdingly, despatched orders to 
funniin, the Arghtin, then at 
© lead an expedition against 

‘cessful in his mission and 
took leave from his royal 
ed to his native place by 
Gowahram knew Chakar's 


a pill to cure an 
L the fruits of victory, 


14 


; TY and ter 
et a ate the wi , 
Within few weeks, through gates ot Of fate 


is only stra 
~famed to have AD itch; 
palm—and this, he did, without oan 
anytime, Avarice had been the only blemish 
that tarnished the Prestige of several illustrious 
characters of history. After staying a sen. 
night, Zunniin, betraying both his sovereign 
and Chikar, ordered his army to march 
back to Kandahar. But the courage and 
commingled with his 
) prevailed without delay, 
without mercy, upon 
Brasping greed of the 
day before the departure 
, he posted few of his 
Idicrs in a defile near 
pass, with directions 
of Zunnin.! Bivragh 
at alittle distance 
a ay he eae 
ym the 
ee reall whe 
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jy and he followed the rearguard at 
rag ‘iaance. When the army entered 
le Sand disappeared from view, the 

iaiers fell on Zunntin’s brother, 
sjangcerea hits and as preconcerted, inflicted 


Zunotin that few Lasharis, in ambush assaul- 
ahem, massacred his brother, and wounded 
him. Yielding to his impetuosity, Zunniin, 
self-same day, ordered in wild rage the 
army whose merit and fidelity, he appreciated 
and approved, respected and relied upon, 
fo fall upon Kachhi plains. The whole 
army redounded like a flood, and via 
Dadhar and Shoran, burst upon Gandawah 
and Gajan, the headquarter of the Lashais, 
and gave the entire territory to wind of utter 
destruction. An awful scene of ruthless 
carnage without any distinction of sex or age 
continued for the whole day. The fury of 
the Arghtin sword also fell mercilessly on 
neighbouring tribes who were 

t and all. Gandawah was 
nd the neighbouring 
ame doom. The loss 
and considerable that 
skin from the rage 
al arms, were known 


hiiris’, meaning those 
the sword of the 


Anghtins, and this epithet, hereafice, , 
as a proof for future generations Pr 
[shard tribe, to xicertain theme, of 
of cruc-bred. Amidst the general eg 


Gowahrim made his excape and breathed 


in the neighbouring mountains Grating 
his fiendish rage after orgy of death ang 
destruction, Zann retreatcd to Kandabg, 


The fame of Gowahrdim went 10 pot, and 
the might and right of the L&shire over 
Gandawah and Gaijin vanished away for 
ages to come. 

sins of Sibi and 


DEPARTURE The fertile and hot 
FHOM SIBL ach proved a hotbed of intrigues, a veri 
theatre of disorder and distress, Both 
‘and Gandfiwah could be called the pow- 
Darrel ofcontemporary Baluchistan, An 
‘of trouble embraced and cclipsed the 
‘and the solidarity once broken, broke 
fever. Nothing could stem the tide of 
‘and decline, Disunity played its mas- 
jealousy its master-part, intrigues it 
© misfortune its master-stroke, 

these combined, shattered the Baluch 
which looked like a body with 
The degeneration of the Rinds 
ruin of the Lishfirls besides 
to haunt Chakar’s mind 


‘The personal qualities of the 
be the only bon that 


¢ discordant clement of the 
sold 


dan accomplished 


at-arms gified with supreme adminis- 


always succeeded. to compel 


the obedience, and stifle the various and 


varying interests of the hostile tribesmen, 
Asan able and gifted leader, Chakar knew 
the epidemic evil thas infested the race from 
within, bat the remedy required rivers 
blood, for whieh be was ncither prepared nor 


willing, and preferred not to prove as an 
epidemic of terror er the weakness 
of Rind hegemony, inter-tribal animosities, 
jeslousies, ambition and diverse 
ivers feudal chiefs, broke- 
and the Rind word 
feared and respected fell 
how of Baluch tribes and 
g for their gain and game. 
» the Lis. 
y. smashed into shocked 
‘from external and internal 
ded rivalries arose amongst 
nd nobles and sub-clans, 
now one, now another, 
@ certain part of the 
and these swift 
vexed Chitkar, 
speedy. extin 
had built. 
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All the happenings and mi r 
that their events will never avons —iticea 
he sullenly felt the different plague of se 
calamity and chaos. Life at Si Cs 
him uncharming and dry as a twice-told tale 
He felt himself heavily disturbed to tamper 
Peeeie cidedl ve: Balch: miachineacyase 
lest he should break it, and moreover, waited 
to make a hazard of new fortunes in a new 
land. Pulled and pushed by countles. con- 
flicting forces, he dexterously determined and 
better far off than near. At length, 

fier the utter route of the Lashiris, 
ing of the year 1512 A.D,, the 
am determined for Punjab to o 
purple for the peaceful profession, 
few not that in Punjab, his fortune 
and his life would die. With an 
ble host, with all their luggage and 
pon the bunches of camels, he 


m Sibi and entered eastern 
jara stream 
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farewell to the place, which he loved and 
remembered till his last breath, Turning 
his face towards the Sibi plain, he suspired, 
and to bribe nature, awoke the sleeping 
rheum, dropped manly and honourable drops, 
and soliloquized pathetically : “Farewell to 
thee, O Sibi, thine three things, T liked the 
most—melons, fat-tailed sheep, and cool shade 
of the crag-and-tail"". Again he coldly paused 
fora while, and to fill the measure of his 
orrow, in « burning wrath denounced 
‘upon Gowabriim's head, saying: 
thou Gowahrim have neither Gan- 
ah nor Grave”. These words were the 
eath of a great man, and the keen curse 
dito the hil. Gowahram lost Ganda 
his grave is unknown, hitherto. 
nate Lashiel Chief disappeared 
histan with all the vieistitude of 
career, and out of distress, he 
jot make his name once more felt and 
His high-blown pride, at length, 
him and his fortunes smashed 
ien Ind, where he could find no 
d no consanguinity to weep for him. 
ambition and enmity, robbed the 

nd, of noble Chikar, and his own 
ed away like a shooting star. 
mnant Lasbirs, he migrated 
Gujrit-Kathiawar, only t be 


unheard andy, 
the praise of 4 = 
nes, while Gowahitm Pas hs gre 
Ness, deserved the thin eae his hay ee 
the Rinds, by Ne of his 

£0 posterity, 


After a few days halt in th 


land, the Sardar «4, he Mani high, 


move on. 


Preparation 
ae Coat of 
d threw it vehemently, saying ieee 
We My esteemed souvenir to my eS 
he present day, 
natural crack jg 
¢ of the precipice in a Position 
each ofhuman hand, « strange 
on and an astounding miracle 
ording to general conviction is 
d to Chakar’s spirituality and godli 
festarted his memorable march to- 
puntry east of the Indus, but 
zh Rinds, under their leader, 
‘who had his ambitious eyes over 
hed themselves at a place which i 
fis day as ‘Bij Wad', and this 
ist chicf, who forged the various 
fions of Baluch clane ilo 0m 
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Khifizai, Dombki, a section of Kosh and Shar, 
etc. The Buledis, Perozinis and the Khia- 
zais settled in the present Bugti highlands, 
the Dombkis scattered over the present Lahri 
and Phuleji plains, but soon the Buledis were 
driven towards upper Sind. The Kosh and 
Shar settled at Sukkur (Sind) and the south- 
ern fringe of Bahawalpur territory. Chikar 
with the rest of the tribes passed from the 
neighbourhood of Kahin, and thence from 
pute slunk away beyond the bar- 

T highlands, never to recross 
€ farewell to his rockwalled 
y borders beat back the 
of aspiring @ggressors, and 
Harrand-Dajal plain, re- 
ve two months, and the 
the Mazatl, Gurchini, 
Bozdar, Qaisarani, Lund, 
 ¢tc., spread all 
Gjat territory lying 
Baluchistan moun- 
from Rojhiin to 
of more than 
‘Azam was 
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lunged from 

the Baluch people plang 
Liar jnvoithe abyss and that human 
ro ehich usually makes it appearance 
seams of distrest, appeared despairingly. 
chief proved to beso fine a man 
ee ae of the race where- 


“0 devoted 10 the service 
or regain the Tost hegemony of the Baluchis 


over Baluchistan. eet Baluch land be- 
cemcout offoint. alm highland and Sibi 


which Chikar eonquered with Baluch blood 


andarms remained without a master, The 
or of Kalit was murdered; the 


{I highland became the 
warfare between the Baluch 
the Phuzh Rinds and the 
and Kachhi 


jthe same spirit, vehement- 
debate of sword. The 
‘abandoned for years to the 
and the ambition of the 
wilated by rapine and 
Where there was disorder, 

wiolution. An order of 
instituted, and every 
size and strengh, seized 

ality was expelled 
ed moral. ChAkar’s 

end, was peopled 
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the heels of the Baloch troubles and disaster, 
however, a powerful agency, Sb&h Beg Arg- 
hin, later on, moved imto the gap left by the 
historic Rinds. The diswnity amd conflict 
once started by the sixteenth century Baly- 
chis amongst their own ranks, is pot yet 
‘over, and Baluebistan still seeks her place in 
the sun. 


The Sardar ‘Azam conforming to the occa- 
sional ebuilitions of the traditional restlessness 
of | ¢rossed the Indos into the terre 
fh ruler of Muldin, Before 
story, we deal briefly the 
Lang&h's,’ with whom Chitkar 
contact, and in the pages 
the inroads and excursion 
ly corresponds with the 
ynd its dependencies, 


iy of Dethi terminated 
the stormy reign of its lant 
(B47 HW. 1443-44 

d became convulsed, 

ors of provinces, and 
pendence, Amidst 
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Bahi-ul-Hag-wa-ud-Din, Zakarly®, the 
‘of Multia, as their ruler. He was set aside 
by Rite Sihrah,* who usurped the sovereignty. 
over Mulifin, and took the title of Quid. 
Din, This Rue Sthrah belonged to. the Lan, 
gh tribe? and was a landlord of Labels 
He came with « number of his people and 
took service under Sheikh Yusuf, and to 
crawl into the favour of the king, gave him 
his daughter for his ‘harem’, and became the 
prime man of the state, and so fate made the 
of the fold. ‘This recreant, most 
Iunictuows hypocrite, and overe 

was both a fox and wolf 
and artful. He hanged on 
favours and bore his honours 
im, but since virtue finds no 
‘overflow of good often con- 
later on, broke the pate of 
and without merit or mercy 
i¢ from the man who never 
yper of his kingly sword, and 
uence, the owner of the 


elonged vo the Muuim faith. 

fhe. Me. Dow, in bis version of 
into "Patane’, though Ferishta 
hie history. Tod eonneets 


author of “Zdat-ab- 
Badan Khan, the Sind! 
and Zamfndir of Label. 
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sceptre, but was treated so unfairly that 
honesty and honour cannot imagine, Raverty 
holds that Rae Sihrah ruled over Siwi 
(Sibi) and its dependencies, but there is no 
proof or any record of his rule over Sibi, 
therefore, we must be slow in believing it. 


In the year 1451 A. D. when Sultdn 
Bahlol (1451-1489) A.D, the Lodi Afghan 
of the Pranki division of the Yasin Khel, the 
first of his race who sat on the throne of 
& number of Hot Baluch tribe left 
lakurin and emigrated to upper Sind 
din. Sohrab Dodai? with his sons, 
1 Khan and Fatch Khan came from 
to the court of Sult@m Husain Langith® 
tar 1472 A.D. when Sultan Bahlol 

an unsuccessful expedition against 
and had to retire because his own 
Was threatened by the ruler of Jaun- 
ulin Husain Langah bestowed on 
as Jagir, the territory between 
md fort Dhankot, besides the 
The Dodais were followed 
Baluch tribes and were 


© contemporary Langith 


PAH of Baluchisan™, by Ra. 


‘Hot Balch tribe. 
BAgl.al-Nahdwandi, edited 


Vol. 5, PP. 278-79, 
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ruler.’ The Baluchis form, 


ed the Cteam of 
Sulein Husain’s army. A; 


meer Ch 
his sons, Meer Shahdad ang Meer Allah. 
dad appeared in Mulan daring the te 

of Sultn Shah Mahmtd, son of Sul, 
Feroz Shah, son of Sultan Husain Lan. 
wih, who gave him welcome with 4 
powerless hand but with a heart full 
limited and honoured love, 
“Maathirsi-Rahim; 
the reign of Suluin § 
1517 A.D,), dispute 
Bayazid (a relative of 


of une 
The author of 
Mentions that durin, 
ikandar Lodi (1499 
arose between Jam 
Jam 
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also conforms to the above statement 
and writes that Meer Chakar Rind and his 
son Meer Shahdad came from Sibi? to Mul- 
tan, and the author is apt to show his ignor- 
ance about the pedigree and life story of 
Chakar, and further quoting as his authority, 
the history of Nizim-ud-Din Bakhshi, attri- 
butes to Meer Shahdad Rind, the introduction 
and propagation of ‘Shia’h’ creed in Multia, 


During Chakar’s life time, a continuous 
v cit-Indus Baluchis and also from 
in began to flood Multan province 

sof Sargoda district i.e, Bhera, 
id Shihpur. Babar Badshath in 
Writes that on February 23, 1519 
shad sent Haider Alemdar (Stan- 
sr) to Beluches, who were settled 
mtry of Beherch and Khushab. 
ing they came with a hay Tipchak 
Peshkesh and made their sub- 


mies of Ibrahim Lodi) near Lahore. 
to Depalpur, here he was joined 


61s. 
Vol. 11, P. 98 
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of Punjab, and his sons Ghazi Khan and 
Dilawar Khan, who after their revolt against 
Torthim Lodi had taken refuge with Baluchis, 
In his autobiography, Babar reminds Daulat 
Khan Lodi, how the former delivered him 
and his sons from the insults and clutches of 
Baluchis.! The mass of the Panjit Baluchis 
directly or indirectly undee Chikar's pre- 
pollent influence, were on terms with Babar 
Bidshith and his son and successor, HumiyOn, 
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the Umerds of Chitkar, Bakhsho Baluch, The 
latter brought one hundred boats full of com 
as a token of help to the vanquished emperor, 
who, later on, crossed the river on these 
boats. ‘The sister of the emperor, Princess 
Gulbadan Begum, commends the help of 
Bakhsho in these words : “May Allah confer 
His Grace upon Bakhsho who served the 
emperor at a proper time.” While passing 
through Baluchistan, Humiytin halted at 
Nushki (Baluchistan) where he was received 
assisted by the Baluch chief of the place, 
Khati, whom Abul Fazl styled ‘the 
gencral of the banditti of the desert’, 
Khati and his men served the emperor 
suit with the lavish hospitality of the 

» and escorted in person the emperor to 
ders of Persia, Humayfin is said to 
towed a rare ruby and few other 
les to Malik Khati? All contem- 
Araditions and ballads, speak of a 
powerful succour given by the 
Houmayin when by a brilliant 
Wered Delhi from the Stiris, 


that forty thousand Rind 
besides. the tribes of 
Kung under the com- 


“Gulbadan Begum, 


Translated i 
1. P. 56. : 
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mand of Meer Shahdd Rind, knit their 
sinews to the strength of Humaytin. We are 
informed, that Banari, sister of Ameer Chi. 
kar, a brave woman, with parts sovereign 
and pious, also commanded a body of Rind 
cavalry. Meer Shithdid in his poem states: 


“The fight began with bullets from guns, 
on white-faced groy mares, There was not 
a single moments delay, in a moment water 
was turned into milk. I beheld it with angry 
eyes; the army gave way in the left wing; 
ledi Baluchis) broke and 
abandoned the Meer’s 
Turks of Delhi show- 
MAi Banari daughter of 
drove back the Rind 
Turks of Delhi stood 
ir slender mares wicl- 
the foul-cating Turks 
ed, before the Balu- 
”.) Meer Shahdd’s 
fin this batde, and in 
with his Baluch war- 
upied the Delhi 
braye men cnr 

the historic 
f royal kings: 
regarding the 


Vou 1, P38 
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the Baluchis were severely 


: 
and repugnant (0 the Stir suze- 
rainty. Their bold sympathies were on 
for the early Mughal rulers. Humay® lage 
‘ed through Dhankot, Bhera and Khushi a 
his way to Delhi, and these places were dense'Y 
pled by the Baluchis, The emperor 
bal laces. and waited for time 


halted in these pl ; 
to lend him allies who would lend their help- 
ff Delhi, 


ful swords, Alter the conquest ol 
thousands of Rind familics settled in the 
sburbs of the capital, and later on, many of 
moved to Agra, and planted a colony 
hich is known to the present day as 
ura’, and all of them claim to be 
luchis, and proudly profess to have 
here during emperor Humitytin's time. 
expiry of Chakar, we find all the 
of Multin Stbah in open revolt 
he succeeding Mughal rulers. Seve- 
they challenged the potency of 
bar, who, eventually, sent a 
¥to curb the might of the Der&- 
| On another occasion, Akbar 
an brother of Khan Jahan 
it to reduce to obedience the 
u stan coterminus with 
Hgencral made a deadly 


above version as 


Hein India trom the cuties! times 


PHA, Havell, B. 320. 
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inroad into the Baluch territory, and the 
Baluch chiefs, Ghai Khan and Tbrihim 
Khan, gave a stubborn fight butin the heat of 
fray surrendered themselves, and were repair- 
ed to the court, the emperor restored them 
to their honours, and allowed them to retain 
the country.! The general disorder and law- 
Jessness caused by the Baluchis, compelled 
: Shah Jab mid over the charge 
its dependencies 
2 In 1106 H. 
inst the mal- 


of the Delhi 
represents 
fall and rise of 


in 1539 A.D., 
ted and driven 
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‘Amidst these convulsive times, all the Lata 
nors of firsoff provinces of Ind served 
and obeyed with suspected fidelity and punic 
faith, the dictates of the head that wielded 
the sceptre, 


Destiny had already taken toll of the 
Baluch epical hero, Ameer Chiikar, who 
had suffered from within, but outwardly 
it seemed, nature had come in to retain 
his splendid form and career in an alien 
land, ‘The vigour and activity of his measures 
Proved him once again as the man of the 

» The Bahichis of Punjab were under 
‘Wing, and all Baluch nobles waited upon 

les. During the Sori rulers of India, 
and its dependencies were overpower. 
Y the armies of pestilence, 


perditioned by the defiay 
F reconditioy 


The Baluchis 


and were 
nt Baluchis 
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and prosperity. ‘The Baluchis bore at Punjgb, 
& worse reputation as marauders, and in 
this art they proved such an aptitude that 
to-night they would lay 
tomorrow their place knew 


ie @ town, and 
them no more, 
They carried merciless depredations and 
licentious raping over the territory between 
Lahore and Delhi, and enjoyed an ill-esteem 
for cruelty and lawlessness, and the ruins 
were overspread with the bones 
they were severely taken 
sovereigns, Sher Shih 
ign of his line and race, 
the contumacy of the 
whom extolled in gross 
ted treason. During the 
d the flight of emperor 
Wince became the scene 
Fatch Khan Baluch 
threatened its reigh- 
r Shah sent immedi- 
n Niaizi, the governor 
Khan Jat who 
Lahore and 


wn Baluch, 


d the vakil 
of Sat. 
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‘ith his men.! Haibat Khan, with faith firm 
Sa insuperable, advanced to cure the sore 
of time, and make fair weather in his bluster~ 
ing realm. He pursued Fateh Khan Baluch 
who was assisted by one of the nobles of Chakar, 
Mandaw Baluch, and defeated them after 
an obstinate resistance. According to Chakar’s 
own statement, he sent Darya Khan Rind 
with a formidable body of Rind warriors 
to fallupon Fatch Khan Jat. Darya Khan 
knew no mercy. At Rawal, he encountered 
the Jat leader, defeated him after butchering 
the bulk of his forces. The Rind losses were 
‘one hundred and forty men.? Emperor Sher 
Shah was pleased to know thatall the caterpil- 
lars of the realm were weeded and plucked 
away by Haibat Khan Nifizi, and conferred 
on him the title of © “Azim Humaytin”? The 
author of “Tarikh-i-Afghan’, describes the 
events that happened after the surrender of 
Fateh Khan Baluch as such: “During the 
night Balochistan Omera, Meedoo* by name 
tried to save the fort and resume defenses 
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put failed. ‘They (the Baloches) were taken 
prisoners in the morning. Meedoo was seized 
by Bukhsoo Baluch and delivered to Haibat 
Khan who took possession of the town of 
Multan and all its dependencies. Sher Shah 
was pleased to know his victory and gave him 
the title of ‘Azim Humaytn.”! The English 
version of ‘Tarikh Sher Shithi,’ clearly states 
this event: “In the night Hindo Baluch* 
with 300 men came out of the mud fort and 

i c besi cut their way 
yas day the Af 
of better 
\ (them- 
fe slaves and 


- a 
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gibbeted at Lahore and delivered over to the 
hand of death,? 


SARDAR Chakar settled at Satghara, a town near 
ee eats (Punjab) in Sher Shah Sar’s time, 
In his declining years, he would devote him~- 
self to meditation and contemplation, but he 
carried his love for combat till the sunset of 
his days, as traditioned, he died of wounds 
received while intervening between two 
wild combating bulls. Till last he did not 
sink under the weight of age and infirmity. 
His health betrayed his years. The 
exact date of his leaving this all-hating 
world is yct unknown, probably, he fell 
victim to the greatest. conqueror of all ~king 
Death—the hate and terror to prosperity, 
between 1550-55 A.D. A little before the 
conquest of Delhi by Humaytin in 1555 A.D., 
hisson, Meer Shahdad, as already mentioned, 
smade alliance with the Nahar, Langith 
and the Kung tribes at Multin. We do 
not hear anything about Chakar during 
years when Humayfin Mruggled to 
his lost empire. His teaming date 
ink up with time; after drinking the 
to the bottom, he left this 
World in the odour of sanctity, 


. Eliot has repeated the same mistake and haa 
‘Baluch instead of "Mandaw*. 


. el in 
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and was laid to rest with extreme unetion ' 
inside the fort of Satgarha, under a domed 
grave, which suitably answered to the gran 
nd where greatness, 


deur of his person, 
glory, goodness and he fill up one monument 
to thisday. The splendour of the tomb has 
rigour of time, and it not- 
sstability of human glory ' 


succumbed to t 
ably proclaims the 
and greatness. The great leader of Baluch 
history, whose zealous and restless soul impel 

sand trudge the vast tract 
Persian Balu- 
fina found 
fein an alien 
the grave and 
death was an 


so sad an hour, 
, x0 noble, and 
and. short. 


friple gives the 
ch; “Tomb of 
on (Survey 
from 
Ravi 
of 
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‘The Sardar ‘Azam of the Baluchis, thus, 


in eternal amidst a people unaware 
ay Dae ‘the greatness of the man 
acles laboured through- 


out his life with missionary zeal for the glory 


The direct scions of the house of Chikar 
er few generations at Punjib dried by 
ture’s course. The Muhammadani, Brah- 
inl, and Meeroees among the Dombkis are 
The three branches of Chitkar’s royal root 
Baluchistan. 


In such an environment and life, where 
merce and agriculture were scorned, 
¢here violence and pillage were considered 
an article of faith, where fortune blossomed 
ie edge of sword, there developed the 
Baluch temperament, suspicious, vin- 
alous, brave, generous, unshaken and 
lich deemed the world as an arena 
tation of the family and the 
lief of the race, Chikar had to 
hh mature and nurture, the 
these characteristics. He was 
bred to arms and well bred 
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Nature had not been so bountiful to his 
person as to his mind, Tall and lean, posses- 
sed a frame of iron, an indomitable soul. 
The thinly smallpox spotted brown face was 
deeply shaded with thick beard and Tong 
‘The two fierce shining and pierc- 
ing eyes beamed with the lustre ofan invincible 
id this combined with his choleric 
agreed with his violent 
his person and bear 
sstic that like the 
Dual code found 
nind and heart, at 
breathed humanity, 
moment he touched 
y. His conduct 
and stoical, & man 
ted always in the 
cially, when the 
; involved, and liked 
‘of the battlefield 
Equally gifted 
as majestic in 
Exceeding wis, 
wagging of 
is life was 
his cradle 
days 
through 
and 


moustaches. 


mind, 

comples 
nature. On the whole 
grim and maje 


jon well 


ing was 50 
sun made beholders wink 


‘a ptoper place in his m 


powessed an insuperable witl which had 
poate ‘an abnormally firm and fixed 
vxality. His generosity towards all knew 
vo bounds. Greed had no place in his moral 
vode, Free from all kinds of transient vani~ 
ties, was simple in dress, and extreme parsi- 
mony presided over his dining table. One 
thing he loved passionately, the honour and 
prestige of his line and blood, and strictly 
followed the Baluch code of honour, and 
nressed all to follow his footsteps. 


Ever keen to move on where duty and 

Jed, he never stooped to things that 
nded to the disgrace of his blood, and the 
sr of his enemies, and a similar spirit, he 
d among his people. At the moment of 
grave crisis and calamity, his silence and 
patience and probity, made him 

of all. Magnanimity was the soul 
bstone of his conduct and character; 
avowed cnemies, he was liberal 
le to an extent that it extorted 
ise of his adversaries. 


with the weakest and darkest 
o's career. Both as an adminis- 
statesman, he failed—failed 
tatesmanship was the only 
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tefeet that taenishied is Mlustriows eng 
eer, 

1 jt cast permanent shade 1 
over hi 

it 


an 
tories, Administration 88 0 parE of hi 
viv, His only duty sas to subdue a cert 

certain 


savory ancl Teave Ht fo. the mercy of th 
I. He craved fur the sword, iat 
i sword. No sooner 


ona 
never for the fruits of th 
conquered, than it was ignored 


and feft asm carcass, From Makuein. to 
Sibi he brought under his. sway tribe after 
tut never took pain to fix a permanent 
His realm existed by and for 
who were the most highly 
trained aud efficicot of its day. His was the 
nent of word and saddle, or in. plain 
vrs, play and protest of sword against 
‘sword, He conquered and abandoned various 


the same saddle. Like a gale 
ire Baluchistan and 


from the scene. 


a place was 


wib 
government. 
its swordsmen, 


govern’ 
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unparalleled Baluch fighters, the conquest of 
the contemporary Sind and Multan province, 
then held by weak rulers, was only a matter 
‘of movement and moment. His immense 
army was in no way inferior in number, 
bravery and equipment than the Mongol and 
‘Tartar hordes of the two great conquerors of 
history, Chengiz and Timur, both of whom 
had taken the world by storm and unprinced 
princes of various races and places in their 
respective age. 

For little leas than three decades, he 
ruled according to the wont of the age-feudal 
system, Where the law is uncertain, there 
isno law. Sword and strength was the final 
authority. The general atmosphere was one 
of violence. He distributed the conquered 
territories to the various tribes according to 
their status. The prestige and power ‘of the 
tribes were considered upon a rough scale 
ermined partly by the number of fighting 

partly by the pastoral wealth of the 
icular tribe.’ There were no written 
In theory, justice was meted out 
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according to the immemorial custom of xf, 
Tribe, but in practice, the verdict tes 
Sardar ‘Azam was final. His opinion Fi 
his law, Blood called for blood. Menges 
with them was almost a necessity. It is 
tormenting thist which nothing would 
quench except blood, In the beginning 
Cases of adultery were decided according 
to the tenets of Qurfin and the Shari'ah, but 
ater on, both the adulterer and the adulteress 
were punished with death. 


‘ome cases when the defendant wasa 
ec was administered 
de and superstitious 


Ins 
hardened criminal, justic 
py a strange system of cru 
customs, He had to undergo trial by, ordeal 
as was the custom among some medieval 
“Asiatic and Germanic tribes. Two ordeals 

f ‘used : hot water or hot iroa, 


‘Some one supposed 10 have 
Id read and 


h POET. 
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Poetry had been the master passion of 
the sixteenth century Baluchis and it was the 
choicest way of literary expression. Chakar's 
time is commonly known as the Baltich 
classical era of epical and romantic poetry, 
and the general poems are typically epic and 
narrative, but seldom. dramatic, The entire 
exploitations and enterprises of the contem= 
porary age are faithfully preserved in form of 
poems composed. by the heroes of different 
events and romances. The classical poetry 
is thrilled with its rustic muse, and, we find, 
more facts and figures than clean flattery, 
loose praises, extravagant exaggeration, and 
pedantic phraseology. It was the age of 
chivalry and heraldry, hence pure facts were 
Baluch poetry has 
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‘The Baluch poetry of the then age 


poet’ y 
had been the public register (dafiar) of the 
race. It is only their historical character 


nique value than its sublime 
poctic interest. Events of war, bravery, re- 
venge, generosity. and romance would be the 
main theme of the contemporary poets. All 
the poems of the age have been preserved 
with substantial accuracy, credible credence, 
rapt reverence and prompt pride from tribe 
to wibe, generation to generation, tongue 
to tongue, by hereditary bards and _pro- 
fessional minstrels, who were and are still the 
depositaries of the ancient poetic lore.t 


w gives it au 
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«Qhitkas son of Shaihak, sings: the mighty 
king of the Rinds sings: somewhat he sings 
‘on the day of leaving Sibé im reply 1 
Gwaharim he sings- 1 will leave man-devour- 
ing Sibi, curses on my infidel foes! let Jam 
Ninda the Bhatti distribute bread for three 
days. For thirty years for all our lives, will 
Wwe fight with these gigantic men. My sword 
shall be stained with. blood, it bends like the 
jointed sugar-cane, so. that through crooked- 
ness it will not go into its sheath, ‘The 
youths wearing two turbans (ie. of high 
birth) do not rise up to sport among the vents 
under the shadow of their venerable fathers, 
nor do they rub scent on their moustaches, 

‘on the flesh a 


HIS: PERSON 


‘ALITY 
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has lost poth places, and will possess neither 
grave nor Gandava.”” 


Tt has been happily the fortune of 
Chakar that his house from first to last was 
feared by their breed and famous by their 
birth, and was jealously revered and jealously 
obeyed. He, therefore, was fashioned to 
much honour from his cradle. The verdict 
nrmankind, after all, awards the highest 
not to circumspect mediocrity 
chance of failure and leaves no 
but to the ardent soul 
vigorously performs, 

of millions 
Such a 


distinction, 
that shuns the 
enduring mark behind, 
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unite the thousand years distracted and 
warring tribes into one great racial unit, He 
bestrode the Baluchistan’s stage like a colossus, 
observing the best and worst parts of his 
blood, and the lives and fortunes of millions 
hung on his despotic will. He was one of 
those men who exist to show that primitive 
environments and a wild existence can still 
develop a high ideal of manhood. A brave 
warrior, a best swordsman, liberal minded 
in his views, a friend of his people, was the 
beau-ideal of a celebrated feudal chief, 

is still looked 
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a Prone to out-face the brow of 
dreadful horror, was great in act as in 
‘hoaght, Before his indomitable personality 
vind greatness of character, high and haughty 
persons shook like a field of beaten corn. If 
heroism be confined 10 hot valour, he will 
stand high among the herocs of the age. Tn 
his temperament, he was destined for an 
extraordinary career, but in his personality 
the complex blending of force and grace, 
of brute passion and mental reservation, 


Qi 
the various Baluch chiefs witnessed and watch- 


ed the speedy fall _and extinction of their past 
pomp; chaos and ¢onfusion engulfed the race, 
and their pitiful condition for centuries served 
as'a byword foe political corruption, disunity, 
aristocratic privilege and widespread poverty. 
‘The Baluch people thence became landlords 
‘of Baluchistan and not its ruler, and followed 
the detested course of life, to dispute with 
obedience, and swear allegiance to stranger 
blood. ‘Though ina way, the Baluch hero, 
failed to control the extreme elements in the 
race, yet he left # proud legacy of everlasting 
renown, and his name, as yet, is associated 
with anything that is permanent or grandiose. 
A lapse of four centuries, even failed to 
divorce his dignities, and this Baluch jewel 

erlost his lustre. ‘The heads 
Gowahrim and the 
Baluchis of posterior 
ments ted to- 
hikar. Ever 
his person and regime, 
Of posterity. The man 
festiny of the race, who 
‘and rolled the entire 
more than two lakh 
shistan, Sind and Punjab, 
very forefront of the 
history, and his name 
letters among the 
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high tides in the Baluch calendar. No ruler 
of any race and age holds such a posthumous 
fame and admiration from his blood as this 
Baluch ruler the elect of the land and race, 
Chiikar when dead beca: more popular and 
his name a symbol of reverence than Chitkar 
while living and seated on the throne of 
Baluchistan. By the glorious worth of his 


descent and by his own worth, his name 
became proverbial. ‘The golden thread which 
he wove into the web of Baluch history 


ains for ¢ 


* & splendid monument of 
highest achievement, and the period of his 
rule ig recollected as the most brilliant cen- 
: fal Baluch history. 

destributing all 

of Persia to the 

tribes, entitles 
of posterity and 
d yet these terri- 
ch regions. His 
Multan, was the 
, character and 
by shedding 

tained as won 


ious conquerors 
of millions, 
, and in no time 


all vanquished 
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sors gave the signal of decay and degencration, 
and the palaces and provinces disclaimed 
their allegiance to them and after few genera- 
tions, the very trace of the reigning house or 
race became extinct completely over the 
territories where once they were worshipped 
like gods. A passage from the “Encyclo 
paedia of Islam’, illustrates the spirit of Bax 
luch domination and colonization: “They 
had no central organization but each tribe 
was under its own chief; although temporary 
combinations under the Chief of the Rinds or 
of the Lisharis were occasionally formed, if 
we can judge from the early ballads, This 
loose organization prevented the establish- 
ment of any permanent Kingdom. Each 

f t for itself, 


nd they often fought 
Their invasion of India 
ough it has profoundly affected 
yn. of the Indus valley, has been 
iced in history, while invasions 
‘Chegiz Khan, Timir and Nadir 
Wve left no trace on the popula- 
jicuous place in the historical 


Islam” ediied by M. TH. Houtsma, 
1s Vol. A. P. 636 (Leyden 1913). 
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SIBI THE ‘The history of Sibi has been one of cons- 
CAPA tant vicissitudes, the result of its prosperity 
and covetous appetites of the surrounding tribes 
and neighbouring monarchies. From medi- 
eval age, Sibi has figured in the pageants and 
combats of sovercigns. The old fort of the 
place now stands the sole surviving remainder 
of a city and a splendour that has fully 
perished, Around the historic place are the 
remains of villages, which are now in com- 
plete ruin, dismal and deserted, ‘The foun- 
dation stone of Sibi was laid centuries before 
the arrival of Baluchis, but after the conquest 
and occupation of the mighty Rinds, she 
became the scene of the Baluch legendary 
adventures to an extent, that, to this day, 
they are brilliantly commemorated by the 
r even in the remotest part of 
fand legend unite in 
Dua period of Sibl 
Yofthe Rinds. The 


the lavish muni- 
attracted to the 
musicians and 
X potent city under 
the height of its 
ge, and attained a 


215 


degree of prestige and splendour, being 
second to none in the entire Baluch realm, 
both in dignity, in grandcur, in pomp and 
parade, in riches, in trade, and in number of 
inhabitants. Chitkar loved Sib] and remem~ 
bered till his last days the place of his glory, 
which he laboriously won, lustily held and 
lucidly lost. The central fort attracted a 
wide renown, and was both the scene of 
princely pageants, and the nuclous of city 
life. Peopled by the Rinds with their 
extreme virtues. and vices of their patent 
character, the city presented, however, a 
Strange oricntal mixture of splendour and 
ssualor, of dignity and decay, and it scemed 
was the habitation, of not men, 
During the first decade of the 
tury, when the city and its 
fell a disgraceful prey to luxury 
, to petty feuds and internal 
Sib] under the influence of depres- 
tances, fell from its high state 
and once again afier three 


century, her British lords tried, 
, to recover her past fame and 
| that was magnificent is gone, 
of its past self, the old ruins 
ur own times, to give an account 
orn carcase of the Baluch 
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When the virtues of the Rinds have 
been sapped by an inherited course of case 
and extravagance, disunity and degeneration, 
they began to scorn Sibi, which they once 
dearly loved, and attributed to her evil fortune, 
evil favours, evil climate, and evil climac- 
tories, the cause of their evil days, and in 
view of this lemma, labelled the seat of their 
splendour as ‘man devouring Sibl’ (Mar 
Lawilshen Siw]), and even a twentieth cen- 
tury Baluch when solemnly recollects the 
tales of her woefil ages long ago betid, 


Tepeats regrettably the same remarks about 
the cursed place, 


OY of the fifteenth and sixteenth 
nin Baluchistan is 
Tegend and fable, but the 


le vast fabric of Baluch 
fea! structure. ‘The Rind 
tuted the most important 
was the age when the 
traditions received their 
Sent characteristics. ‘The 
find rules of honour, hhence- 
like upon the stage of 
Hy equipped and accoutred 

part. The age of Rind 
Pheres of Baluch life, in its 
just as important in its 
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crude form in Baluch history as the Age of 
Pericles in ancient Greece, the Renaissance 
at the close of the Middle Ages, and the 
Tndustrial Revolution in modern times. It 
provided the start of the tribal heritage of the 
modern tribes, Like other Semitic races, the 
Baluchis were fettered with tribalism and 
traditionalism, as is the case today, and the 
entire society was cursed with too burdensome 
a tribal stratification, During Chitkarian 
regime, heraldic chivalry and Baluch code of 
honour were put on a firm basis by the 
and later on, developed to a high 
‘of efficiency by the future tribes, The 
fof Chifkar’s time were proud and self 
astrange sct of steely people with 
psychological complex and matchless 
ristics, whose like 
‘seen or read in the history of man- 
“They were the bravest people, an iron 
demoniac stature, who darted fire 
ir eycs, and spit blood like water on 
Famed for their wildest savagery 
Just for battle, the hand of almost 
dof means was painted with the 
spots of blood, and perhaps, very few 
an innocent hand, ‘The entire 
racy beyond thought’s comes 
other in mundanity, all gaudy, all 

pagan gods. One was bound to 
by externals. Their costume and 


perhaps, none so 
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bearing well agreed and answered to their 

fonerself, Their beard thick and close- 

curled, and the hair black with its two long 

uncut tufts behind the ear, both the beard 

and hair were treated in conventionalized 

manner as was the custom among their 

ancient Kaldian ancestors ; black their thickly 

pencilled eye-brows, and big, flashing and 

fierce eyes beneath. Generally they were 

robust and muscular in appearance, and bore 

a sharp manly air and civil bearing. On 

their back they carried a big quiver and a 

. curving bow besides other weapons such 
as sword, shield and spear, etc, Usually they 

Wore a white tunic, patterned and diapered 
i of big white turban, 
. Their favourite 
meat which is 
Baluch stomach 
fall and brown, of 
t carriage, pretty, 


|. Polygamy was 
imonial infidelity, 
e more than four 
the law of Istim, 
means or inclina 
ind of means indul- 
forbidde: 


Bevery chicf’s home 


n pleasures 


chorus of beauty, 
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pleasure, wit and loveliness, boudoir of fai 
lanc-Hortus Adonides, beside Ws 
vanities of Hollywood pale into significance, 
By all laws of war, the females were privi- 
leged. 


Next to the Phuzh Rind Chiefs, in high 
and pompous living came the different chiefs, 
nobles and jeunesie dorte, The brave and 
the rich enjoyed most of the luxuries of life 
while the indigent had to be content with the 
scraps, Each noble outvied each other in 
the splondour of their accoutrements, with 
troops of followers armed to the teeth, 
Different kincls of amusements were staged to 
fand animate the classes and masses. 
ing, horse-racing and spear-play wore 
by the aristocracy who held high 
fand political station, Stato feasts, 
tivals, gay processions and entertain- 
ided to the pleasure of living in the 


eapital 


miry as an institution reached its 
‘ng Rind hegemony: It developed 
Baluch tribal custom of investing 
jweapons of war, the moral ideas 
itic concepts of heraldry streng- 
tribal society. The Baluch chivalric 
act was too strict, as we have 
ithe foregoing chapter. It demanded 


stern fidelity to one's chief and to ane’s vows, 
protection of women and children, generosity, 
reverence towards womenhood, and finally, 
ounpionship of the tribal integrity: againut 
jas enemies, The period of Rind supremacy 
over Baluchistan was an age of human 
prodigies which startles imagination and 
makes wound opinion sick. ‘They were 
poople with fierce extremes. eats of bravery, 
of generosity, of fidelity, of vee, of romance, 
nd of revenge were displayed in the extreme, 
Both fetion and facts were brought to severe 
+ of glorification. Every festive occasion 
nie episode was immediately followed 
ahizeing of arrows and clash of bright 
vtcel. ‘The age was full of wanton, rich in 
virtue and vice, in dignity and degeneration, 
Kigali. One is embarrassed 

ic sense of fulfilling 


noble Baluch: history, 
reat impact on the 
of the Baluch clime, 
Meer Bij, Phuzh 
wall-eyed wrath, and 
thes: courage and 
ays beyond the 

on this wise, 


of several 
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persons timeless end. He always had 
aan and blood for blood. If pre- 
eminence in barbarity and braveness were 
considered & qualification for greatness, he 
Certainly deserved ite ‘An impulsive and 
fiery warrior, impatient of restraint and eager 
for revenge, Meer Rehan, was renowned for 
his swift stecd Black tiger’, and_ trenchent 
sword, and in single combat he would unhorse 
the lustiest challenger; Meer Jaro was extolled 
for his implacable and erratic tempers 
carping tongue and ¢elebration of vow; Meer 
Haran Maulfinagh for his “haughtine’s and 
hot bravery, pride peeped through each part 
“othig, and in rage deaf'as the tea, hasty 28 
fire, and had no pertinacity but in flying to 


the combat; Meer Habib, a man of name 
ate, strong a shore 


lamitics, was famed for his 
strategy; Meer Jang Dost 
be more fierce than lion 
ore mild than lamb ; 
ing high-mettled man 
low eyes of death, 
x Peroz Shah, the 
was most princely in 
yards all honour 
sr Nindaw marked 

his upright soul, 
position and bore 


a princely man, 


and heavenly thoughts ever 
and with his wit and wisdom 
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faltered even in the jaws of danger or death 
and perforce robbed lions of their hearts; 
Meer ‘Ali, a gallant soul, complete in charac. 
ter and feature, proverbial for his wisdom 
and generosity, was graced with all the 
excellence that attend the good, virtue with 
valour couched in his eye; Meer Haibat, a 
fearless demi-god, terrible as storm, possessed 
aheart stuffed with haughtiness, pride and 
splean, and before his awe-inspiring person- 
ality none dared to speak one syllable against 
him; Meer Ibrithim was worshipped as the 
best swordman, and against his fury and 
force, the dreadless lion even could not wage 
the fight. And the grand Blvragh, a cultured 


Be 


ans 
Ped she 
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the rest of his life away in far-off lands, 
whence he visited the twin holy cities of 
Inlam, Han! too loved Sheh Murid, and her 
sufference for her lover almost made each 
pang a death. Sheh Murid abandoned the 
world with all its worldliness, and lived far 
from madding crowd’s ignoble strife, and to 
God's high will he bound his calm ; 
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upon the sands of magnanimity and . 

are. One, i bound <to shudder at 
memory of their curious streaks of impetyois 
gencrosity. Famed for their splendid extray. 
agance scarcely paralleled in the world’s 
history, the Rind nobles would bestow flowing 
springs with huge productive lands even to 
aliens only with a wink. The bestowal of herds 
and flocks, best dromedaries, singular steeds, 
rare swords and shields were a common sight, 
and none annoyed about it. Gold and silver 
seldom found a proper price or place before 


an imperishable legacy, 
followed by future generations. 
not a pt ‘of history 
romances of Baluch 
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and woe, ie, Bivragh and Granaz, § 
Murld and Hani, and Shahdad and Mahea. 
Meer Shahdad enjoyed with Mahniz, the 
marriage bed of similing peace for a brief 
period, but later on, he divorced her through 
some misunderstanding, and she married an- 
other man of meagre means, thereafter, started 
his romance. If pure love would have gone in 
quest of honour and virtue he would have 
found it, no where more just and genuine 
than in Mahnaz. The various heroes of 
distinguished love episodes, such as Bivragh, 
Mirhin, Rehan, Jaro, Bijar, Hasan Mualin- 
agh, Harin, Sheh Murid, Sheh ‘Ist, Hamal, 
Dosten, Shahddd, etc, were all prominent 
personalities, and famous over-bold poets of 
the age, and all played a great figure in the 
contemporary politics, and left permanent 
mark on the contemporary history, The 
heroic and poetic career of these prominent 
figures afford a conspicuous example of the 
intimate way in which poetry was connected 
with political and public life. Both the 
political and social atmoshpere of the ee 
hepled in producing and providing a healthy 
climate and a favourite soil for the profs 
a and prompt propagation 

Rene ical poetry, which ae 
to the present day, as @ norm 
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A combination ‘of riches and irrespon- 
the of Rind regime. 
i aristocrat, by 
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Muhammad Khan Gishkauri (1789-1919 
A.D.), giving a graphic account of the 
Chakarian regime, besides mention of few 
notable “Umeras’ of his time, etc. : 


“T behold the works and wonders of the 
Lord; in odd and even numbers, hum- 
anity is passing away. None promised 
to retum back to this transient world; 
animal life, trees and mountains will be 
destroyed finally. 


Great monarchs with their golden thrones, 
besides the prophets and saints, have passed 
away. 


(The glory of) Alexander {the Zul- 
Qarnain of the Holy Quran) with his immense 
and insuperable armics; 

Darius with his storm like 
frente ben sled a were cg 
like bird by 5 
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played @ brilliant part (in 
Under Chakar’s thumb, the 
nd Rind cavalry men 

eras 7 a 
ee tife ike marriage festivity. The 
minstrels would sing songs amidst braying 
Taampen, They (ees) bestowed gold and 
wrureeeds ; Thousands | of lambs were 
Jp of the Rinds consis- 


roasted daily. The gal 

fed of white clothings the true-bred Rinds 
bestowed famous steady-going steeds of 
SSnghar. Chakar clamoured like thunder- 
Goud ot bellow of lion; The entire Baluch 
hobility moved on his nod; And he would 


command them like a lion. 


The Rinds 


Baluch annals). 
Michan 


Meer Mirhan would bedeck himself with 
okchikted sword. The name and fame of 


sg 
Baluchis passed beyond the heights of lofty 
mountains ; And soared to Huma. 


Typical Balueh method of roasting. mest 
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lion-hearted Maulgnagh, with his candle-like 


shining face, the awe-inspiting Jaro famed 
for his keeping vow; the crack fighter, 
Bijar, and Perozshah;! Muhammad? 
pearllike Nodhbandagh; Haivatia and 
Bivragh? with their trenchent swords, were 
all honoured and loved by the mighty and 
pompous race. All these personalities passion- 
ately craved the favour of Chikar. (Besides 
the above personages) there were many gifted 
souls of the race; the entire Rinds were brave 
as the Turks of Afghanistan; all were best 
swordsmen, and brave as lion; they smashed 
the head of proud ones. They (the Rinds) 
would be clad in coat of mail, and equipped 
with stiletto, pointed spear and dagger; around 
their shoulder, hanged the heavy stallion killer 
bow, sharp arrows and the Khurasdnian steel. 

like the mad elephant, roamed 
the armies of Meet (Chikar); and swept the 
Jand like the waves of sea or flooded streams, 


territories as swiftly as 


Meer 
and the 
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(Also) Sangarh, Kachhi and the Suleman 
Mountains, the the throne of Sibi and the 
regions of Khurasin (Central Kalat and 
Quetta highland). The whole territory was 
distributed amongst the tribes according to 
the strength and number of the bowmen, 
Percanial springs end flooded streams 
flooded the plains; every morning hunting 
parties enjoyed the chase; the mighty 
Rinds of blue blood revelled in festive 
gatherings. 


(Unfortunately) there arose amongst 
their ranks, the evil cyclone of chaos and 
and the entire race by the com- 
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Muhammad Khan states that the Rind 
Unity and hegemony broke into pieces, when 
they conquered Multan,” 
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